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Preface

This dictionary provides the user with the basic vocabulary currently being
used in awide range of healthcare situations. The areas covered include the
technical language used in diagnosis, patient care, surgery, pathology,
general practice, pharmacy, dentistry and other specialisations, aswell as
anatomical and physiological terms. Informal, everyday and sometimes
euphemistic terms commonly used by people in discussing their condition
with healthcare professional s are also included, as are common words used
in reading or writing reports, articles or guidelines.

Thedictionary is designed for anyone who needs to check the meaning or
pronunciation of medical terms, but especially for those working in
health-related areas who may not be healthcare professionals or for whom
English is an additional language. Each headword is explained in clear,
straightforward English. Pronunciations, uncommon plurals and uncommon
verb forms are provided. Illustrations of some basic anatomical terms are
also included.

Very many people have helped or advised on the compilation and checking
of the dictionary in its various editions. In particular, thanks are due to Dr
Judith Harvey for her helpful comments and advice on this fourth edition
and to Dr Marie Condon for some revisions and clarification. Also to Lesley
Bennun, Lesley Brown and Margaret Baker who copy-edited the text and
Dinah Jackson who revised the pronunciations.
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Pronunciation Guide

The following symbols have been used to show the pronunciation of the main
words in the dictionary.

Stressisindicated by amain stressmark (') and a secondary stressmark (, ). Note
that these are only guides, as the stress of the word changes according to its position
in the sentence.

Vowels Consonants

® back b buck

a: harm d dead

D stop d other

ar type dz jump

au how f fare

aro hire g gold

avo hour h head

o1 course j yellow

o1 annoy k cab

e head 1 leave

ea fair m mix

el make n nil

eu go 0 sing

3 word p print

it keep r rest

i happy S save

9 about I shop

I fit t take

19 near tf change

u annual 0 theft

ur pool \% value

U book w work

[$5) tour X loch

A shut 3 measure
z zone
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A

A et/ noun a human blood type of the ABO
system, containing the A antigen (NoTE: Some-
one with type A can donate to people of the
same group or of the AB group, and can receive
blood from people with type A or type O.)
AA abbr Alcoholics Anonymous
A & E/erond 'it/, A & E department /,e1 and
'ir d1,partmont/ noun same as accident and
emergency department
A & E medicine /e1 oand 'i: ;med(a)sin/
nounthemedical proceduresusedin A & E de-
partments
AB /,e1 'bii/ noun a human blood type of the
ABO system, containing the A and B antigens
(NOTE: Someone with type AB can donate to
people of the same group and receive blood
from people with type O, A, AB or B.)
ab- /&bl prefix away from
ABC /,e1 bi: 'sii/ noun the basic initial checks
of a casuaty’s condition. Full form airway,
breathing and circulation
abdomen /'eebdomon/ noun a space inside
the body below the diaphragm, above the pel-
vis and in front of the spine, containing the
stomach, intestines, liver and other vital or-
gans O pain in the abdomen (NoTE: For other
terms referring to the abdomen, see words be-
ginning with coeli-, coelio-.)
COMMENT: The abdomen is divided for medi-
cal purposes into nine regions: at the top, the
right and left hypochondriac regions with the
epigastrium between them; in the centre, the
right and left lumbar regions with the umbilical
between them; and at the bottom, the right
and left iliac regions with the hypogastrium
between them.
abdomin- /&bdomin/ prefix same as abdom-
ino- (used before vowels)
abdominal /&b'domin(s)l/ adjective located
in the abdomen, or relating to the abdomen
abdominal aorta /a&b,domin(o)l er'o:to/
noun the part of the aorta which lies between
the diaphragm and the point where the aorta
dividesintotheiliac arteries. Seeillustration at
KIDNEY in Supplement
abdominal cavity /&b, domin(a)l 'keviti/
noun the space in the body below the chest

abdominal distension /e&b,domin(a)l dis
'tenf(a)n/ noun acondition in which the abdo-
men is stretched because of gas or fluid
abdominal pain /eb'domin(a)l pein/ noun
pain in the abdomen caused by indigestion or
more serious disorders

abdominal viscera/eb,domin(a)l 'visara/
plural noun the organs which are contained in
the abdomen, e.g. the stomach, liver and intes-
tines

abdominal wall /&b'domin(s)l worl/ noun
muscul ar tissue which surrounds the abdomen
abdomino- /ebdominou/ prefix referring to
the abdomen

abdominopelvic /&b,domioau'pelvik/ ad-
jective referring to the abdomen and pelvis
abdominoperineal /eeb,dominoupert
'ni:al/ adjective referring to the abdomen and
perineum

abdominoperineal excision /&b,dp
minauperr,nial 1k's13(d)n/ noun a surgical
operation that involves cutting out tissue in
both the abdomen and the perineum
abdominoposterior /&eb,dominaupn
'strorio/ adjective referring to a position of a
fetusin the uterus, where the fetus's abdomen
is facing the mother’s back
abdominoscopy /eb,domi'noskapi/ noun
an internal examination of the abdomen, usu-
aly with an endoscope

abdominothoracic /eb,domioubo:'resik/
adjective referring to the abdomen and thorax
abduce /eb'dju:s/ verb same asabduct
abducens nerve /eb'djuis(o)nz n3v/
noun the sixth crania nerve, which controls
the muscle which makes the eyeball turn out-
wards

abducent /eb'dju:s(o)nt/ adjective referring
to a muscle which brings parts of the body
away from each other or moves them away
from the central line of the body or a limb.
Compare adducent

abducent nerve /xb'djuisont \n3:v/ noun
same as abducens nerve

abduct /eeb'dakt/ verb (of a musclg) t Il a.
leg or arm in adirediwww.gﬂggﬂ%m?ﬁlw


www.EnglishPro.ir

abduction

the centre line of the body, or to pull atoe or
finger away from the central line of a leg or
arm. Compare adduct

abduction /&b'dak[on/ noun the movement
of apart of the body away from the centreline
of the body or away from a neighbouring part.
Opposite adduction. See illustration at ANA-
TOMICAL TERMS in Supplement
‘Mary was nursed in a position of not more than 90°
upright with her legs in abduction.” [British
Journal of Nursing]
abductor /eb'dakta/, abductor muscle /&b
'dakto ,;mas(9)l/ noun amuscle which pullsa
part of the body away from the centre line of
the body or away from a neighbouring part.
Opposite adductor

aberrant /&'berant/ adjective not usual or ex-
pected

aberration /,&ba're1f(o)n/ noun an action or
growth which is not usual or expected

ablation /e'blerf(e)n/ noun the removal of
an organ or of apart of the body by surgery

abnormal /&b'no:m(a)l/ adjective not usual
O abnormal behaviour © an abnormal move-
ment
‘....the synovium produces an excess of synovial flu-
id, which is abnormal and becomes thickened. This
causes pain, swelling and immobility of the affected
joint.” [Nursing Times]
abnormality /,&bno:'maliti/ noun aform or
condition which is not usua (NoTE: For other
terms referring to abnormality, see words begin-
ning with terat-, terato-.)
‘Even children with the milder forms of sickle-cell
disease have an increased frequency of pneumococ-
cal infection. The reason for this susceptibility is a
profound abnormality of the immune system in chil-
dren with SCD.’ [Lancet]
abocclusion /,2bo'klu:3(a)n/ noun a condi-
tion in which the teeth in the top and bottom
jaws do not touch

aboral /eb'omral/ adjective situated away
from or opposite the mouth

abort /a'bort/ verbto gject an embryo or fetus,
or to cause an embryo or fetus to be gjected,
and so end a pregnancy beforethefetusisfully
developed

abortifacient /o,bo:t1'ferf(a)nt/ nounadrug
or instrument which provokes an abortion

abortion /0'bo:f(9)n/ noun a situation where
afetus|eavesthe uterusbeforeitisfully devel-
oped, especially during the first 28 weeks of
pregnancy, or a procedure which causes thisto
happen o to have an abortion to have an op-
eration to make a fetus leave the uterus during
the first period of pregnancy
COMMENT: In the UK, an abortion can be car-
ried out legally if two doctors agree that the
mother’s life is in danger, that she risks grave
permanent injury to the physical or mental
health of herself or her children, or that the fe-
tus is likely to be born with severe disabilities.

abortionist /o'bozf(o)nist/ noun a person
who helps a woman abort, usually a person
who performs an illegal abortion
abortion pill /o'bo:f(e)n pil/ noun a drug
that causes an abortion to occur very early in
pregnancy
abortion trauma syndrome /9,bo:f(o)n
'trorma ,sindrovm/ noun a set of symptoms
sometimes experienced in the period after an
abortion including guilt, anxiety, depression,
low self-esteem, eating and sleeping disorders
and suicidal thoughts
abortive /o'boa:t1v/ adjective not successful O
an abortive attempt
abortive poliomyelitis /9,bo:tiv pouliou
mara'lartis/ noun amild form of polio which
only affects the throat and intestines
abortus /o'bortas/ noun afetus which is ex-
pelled during an abortion or miscarriage
abortus fever /o'bo:tas firva/ noun sameas
brucellosis
ABO system /.e1 bi: 'au ,sistom/ noun a
system of classifying blood groups. ¢ blood
group
abrasion /a'bre13(e)n/ noun a condition in
which the surface of the skin has been rubbed
off by arough surface and bleeds
COMMENT: As the intact skin is an efficient bar-
rier to bacteria, even minor abrasions can al-
low infection to enter the body and thus
should be cleaned and treated with an anti-
septic.
abreact /,&bri'ekt/ verb to release uncon-
scious psychological tension by talking about
or regularly remembering the events that
caused it
abreaction /,&bri'®kfon/ noun the treat-
ment of a person with a neurosis by making
him or her think again about past bad experi-
ences
abruptio placentae /9,braptiou plo'senti:/
noun an occasion when the placenta suddenly
comes away from the uterus earlier than it
should, often causing shock and bleeding
abscess /'@bses/ noun a painful swollen
area where pus forms O She had an abscess
under a tooth. O The doctor decided to lance
the abscess. (NOTE: The formation of an abscess
is often accompanied by a high temperature.
The plural is abscesses.)
COMMENT: An acute abscess can be dealt with
by opening and draining when it has reached
the stage where sufficient pus has been
formed. A chronic abscess is usually treated
with drugs.
absolute alcohol /&bsaluit 'alkohol/
noun acohol which contains no water
absorb /ab'zoib/ verb to take up or soak up
something, especially a liquid, into a solid O
Cotton wads are used to absorb the discharge
from the wound.

absorbable suture /ab,zo:bab(d)k.syiHa/ .
noun a suture which V\WMﬂﬁﬁ&bﬁhﬁ 0.1r
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acetabulum

sorbed into the body, and does not need to be
removed

absorbent cotton /ab,zo:bant 'kot(s)n/
noun asoft white material used asadressing to
put on wounds

absorption /ob'zoipfon/ noun 1. the process
by which a liquid is taken into a solid 2. the
process of taking into the body substances
such as proteins or fats which have been di-
gested from food and enter the bloodstream
from the stomach and intestines o absor ption
ralt%the rate at which aliquid is absorbed by a
soli

abstainer /ab'stema/ noun a person who
does not drink alcohol

abstinence /'&bstinans/ noun a deliberate
act of not doing something over a period of
time, especially not eating or drinking O absti-
nence from al cohol

abulia /2'butlis/ noun alack of willpower
abuse noun/a'bju:s/ 1. theact of using some-
thing wrongly O the abuse of a privilege 2. the
illegal use of a drug or overuse of acohol O
substance abuse 3. same as child abuse 4. bad
treatment of a person O physical abuse O sex-
ual abuse B verb /a'bju:z/ 1. to use something
wrongly O Heroin and cocaine are drugs
which are commonly abused. o to abuse one’s
authority to use one's powersin an illegal or
harmful way 2. to treat someone badly O sexu-
ally abused children © He had physically
abused hiswife and child.

a.c. adverb (used on prescriptions) before
food. Full form ante cibum

acanthosis /9,kan'0ousis/ noun adisease of
the prickle cell layer of the skin, where warts
appear on the skin or inside the mouth

acapnia /er'kepnia/ noun the condition of
not having enough carbon dioxide in the blood
and tissues

acariasis /,&ko'rarasis/ noun the presence
of mites or ticks on the skin

acaricide /o'karisard/ noun a substance
which kills mites or ticks

acarophobia /,&kora'foubis/ noun an unu-
sual fear of mites or ticks

acatalasia /er,kata'le1zia/ noun aninherited
condition which resultsin alack of catalasein
all tissue

accessory /ok'sesori/ noun something
which helps something else to happen or oper-
ate, but may not be very important in itself m
adjective helping something else to happen or
operate

accessory nerve /ok'sesari ,n3:v/ noun the
eleventh cranial nerve which suppliesthe mus-
clesin the neck and shoulders

accessory organ /ok,sesori 'a:gon/ noun
an organ which has a function which is con-
trolled by another organ

accident /'eksid(a)nt/ noun 1. an unpleasant
event which happens suddenly and harms
someone’s health O She had an accident in the
kitchen and had to go to hospital. © Three peo-
ple were killed in the accident on the motor-
way. 2. chance, or something which happens
by chance O | met her by accident at the bus
stop.

accidental injury /,&ksident(s)l 'indzari/
noun an injury that happens to someone in an
accident

accident and emergency department /
,&ksid(o)nt ond 1'm3:d3zonsi di,paitmont/
noun the part of a hospital which deals with
people who need urgent treatment because
they have had accidents or are in sudden seri-
ouspain. Abbr A & E

accident form /'eksid(e)nt form/, accident
report form /,&eksid(o)nt r1'po:t form/ nouna
form to befilled in with details of an accident
accident prevention /aksid(o)nt pr1
'venfon/ noun the work of taking action or
changing proceduresto prevent accidentsfrom
happening

accident ward /'eksid(o)nt woid/ noun a
ward for urgent accident victims. Also called
casualty ward

accommodation /o koma'derf(o)n/, ac-
commodation  reflex /o, koma'de1f(o)n
ri:fleks/ noun (of the lens of the eye) the abil-
ity to focus on objects at different distances,
using the ciliary muscle

accommodative squint /o komadertiv
'skwint/ noun a squint when the eye is trying
to focus on an object which is very close
accouchement /o'ku:fmoy/ noun the time
when a woman is being looked after because
her baby isbeing born, or has just been born
accretion /o'kriif(e)n/ noun a gradual in-
crease in size, as through growth or external
addition O an accretion of calcium around the
joint

ACE /e1s/ noun an enzyme that increases
blood pressure

acebutolol /es1'bjustalol/ noun a drug
which reduces both the heart rate and how
strongly the heart muscles contract, used in the
treatment of high blood pressure and irregular
heart rhythms

ACE inhibitor /'e1s m,hibita/ noun same as
angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibitor
acephalus /er'sefolos/ noun a fetus born
without a head

acetabuloplasty  /,as1'tebjulou,plaesti/
noun a surgical operation to repair or rebuild
the acetabulum

acetabulum /,zs1'teebjulom/ noun the part
of the pelvic bone, shaped like a cup, into
which the head of the femur fitsto form the hip

joint. Also called cotyloid it The.
Jplural is acetabula.)Co VVO\}VV\(I:ThngghEPFDe.W


www.EnglishPro.ir

acetaminophen

acetaminophen /a,sitto'minafon/ noun US
same as paracetamol
acetazolamide /o,siito'zolomard/ noun a
drug which helps a person to produce more
urine, used in thetreatment of oedema, glauco-
maand epilepsy
acetonaemia /9,siitou'ni:mia/ same as ket-
onaemia
acetone /'&sitaun/ noun acolourlessvolatile
substance formed in the body after vomiting or
during diabetes. v ketone
acetonuria /o,sirtou'njurrio/ noun the pres-
ence of acetone in the urine, shown by the fact
that the urine gives off a sweet smell
acetylcholine /,as1tail'kouliin/ noun asub-
stance released from nerve endings, which al-
lows nerve impulses to move from one nerve
to another or from a nerve to the organ it con-
trols
COMMENT: Acetylcholine receptors are of two
types, muscarinic, found in parasympathetic
post-ganglionic nerve junctions, and nicotinic,
found at neuromuscular junctions and in auto-
nomic ganglia. Acetylcholine acts on both
types of receptors, but other drugs act on one
or the other.
acetylcoenzyme A / @sitailkou,enzaim
'e1/ noun a compound produced in the metab-
olism of carbohydrates, fatty acids and amino
acids
acetylsalicylic acid
'aes1d/ noun ¥ aspirin
achalasia/,&ka'le1zio/ nounthe condition of
being unable to relax the muscles
ache /etk/ noun a pain which goes on for a
time, but is not very severe O He complained
of various aches and pains. B verb to have a
pain in part of the body O His tooth ached so
much he went to the dentist.
Achilles tendon /9,kili:z 'tendan/ noun a
tendon at the back of the ankle which connects
the calf muscles to the heel and which acts to
pull up the heel when the calf muscle is con-
tracted
achillorrhaphy /,&kr'lomrafi/ noun a surgi-
cal operation to stitch atorn Achilles tendon
achillotomy /&ki'lotomi/ noun a surgical
operation to divide the Achilles tendon
aching /'erkiy/ adjective causing someone a
continuous mild pain O aching legs
achlorhydria/ eiklo:'hardris/ noun a condi-
tion in which the gastric juices do not contain
hydrochloric acid, a symptom of stomach can-
Cer or pernicious anaemia
acholia /er'koulia/ noun the absence or fail-
ure of the secretion of bile
acholuria /,e1kp'lu:ria/ noun the absence of
bile colouring in the urine
acholuric jaundice /,etkalu:rik 'dzoindis/
noun a disease where unusualy round red
blood cells form, leading to anaemia, an en-

/,&esr1tail,selasilik

larged spleen and the formation of gallstones.
Also called hereditary spherocytosis
achondroplasia /,etkondra'pleizio/ noun
an inherited condition in which the long bones
in the arms and legs do not grow fully while
therest of the bonesin the body grow as usual,
resulting in dwarfism

achromatopsia /,etkrovma'topsia/ noun a
rare condition in which a person cannot see
any colours, but only black, white and shades
of grey

achy /'eiki/ adjective feeling achesall over the
body (informal)

aciclovir /er'saiklouvia/ noun a drug that is
effective against herpesviruses. Also called
acyclovir

acid /'ees1d/ noun a chemical compound con-
taining hydrogen, which reacts with an alkali
to form asalt and water

acidaemia /@s1'dizmia/ noun a state in
which the blood hastoo much acid infit. Itisa
feature of untreated severe diabetes.
acid—base balance /,&s1d 'bers ,bzlons/
noun the balance between acid and base, i.e.
the pH level, in plasma

acidity /o'sidrti/ noun 1. thelevel of acid ina
liquid © The alkaline solution may help to re-
duce acidity. 2. same as hyperacidity
acidosis /,es1'dousis/ noun 1. a condition
when there are more acid waste products such
as urea than usual in the blood because of a
lack of akali 2. same as acidity

acidotic /,@s1'dotik/ adjective relating to ac-
idosis

acid reflux /,&s1d 'ri:flaks/ noun acondition
caused by a faulty muscle in the oesophagus
alowing the acid in the stomach to pass into
the oesophagus

acid stomach /,@&s1d 'stamok/ noun same
as hyperacidity

aciduria /,&s1'djuaria/ noun a condition in
which there is a higher level of acidity of the
urine than is desirable

acinus /'asias/ noun 1. a tiny sac which
forms part of agland 2. part of alobulein the
lung (NOTE: The plural is acini.)

acne /'&kni/ noun an inflammation of the se-
baceous glands during puberty which makes
blackheads appear on the skin, usualy on the
face, neck and shoulders. These blackheads
often then become infected. © Sheisusing a
creamto clear up her acne.

acne rosacea /,&kni rouv'zeifa/ noun same
asrosacea

acne vulgaris /,&kni vul'gairis/ noun same
asacne

acoustic /o'kuistik/ adjective relating to
sound or hearing

acoustic nerve /o'kuistik n3:v/ noun the

eighth crania nerve which erng.hgagt .
nd balance www EnglishPro.ir
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acuity

acoustic neurofibroma /5 ku:stik
,njuaraufar'brouma/, acoustic neuroma /o
Jkuzstik njus'rouma/ noun a tumour in the
sheath of the auditory nerve, causing deafness
acoustic trauma /o ku:stik 'troirmo/ noun
physical damage caused by sound waves, e.g.
hearing loss, disorientation, motion sickness
or dizziness

acquired /o'kwarad/ adjective referring to a
condition which is neither congenital nor he-
reditary and which a person develops after
birth in reaction to his or her environment
acquired immunity /o, kwarad 1'mjuiniti/
noun animmunity which abody acquiresfrom
having caught a disease or from immunisation,
not one which is congenital

acquired immunodeficiency syndrome
/o, kwarad ,1mjunoudr'fif(o)nsi ,sindrovm/,
acquired immune deficiency syndrome /9
kwarad 1m,juin dr'fif(e)nsi ,sindrovm/
noun avira infection which breaks down the
body’s immune system. Abbr AIDS
acrivastine /o'krivo stimn/ noun a drug
which reduces the amount of histamine pro-
duced by the body. It is used in the treatment
of rhinitis, urticaria and eczema.

acro- /ekrau/ prefix referring to apoint or tip
acrocephalia /,&krousa'ferlia/ noun same
as oxycephaly

acrocephaly /,&krou'sefali/ noun same as
oxycephaly

acrocyanosis /,&krousaro'nousis/ noun a
blue coloration of the extremities, i.e. the fin-
gers, toes, ears and nose, which is due to poor
circulation

acrodynia /,&ekrou'dinia/ noun a children’s
disease, caused by an allergy to mercury,
where the child’'s hands, feet and face swell
and become pink, and the child is also affected
with fever and loss of appetite. Also called
erythroedema, pink disease

acromegaly /,2krov'megali/ noun adisease
caused by excessive quantities of growth hor-
mone produced by the pituitary gland, causing
aslow enlargement of the hands, feet and jaws
in adults

acromial /o'kroumial/ adjective referring to
the acromion

acromioclavicular /,&krouvmarouklo
'vikjula/ adjective relating to the acromion
and the clavicle

acromion /a'kraumion/ noun the pointed top
of the scapula, which forms the tip of the
shoulder

acronyx /[‘zkroniks, 'etkroniks/ noun a
condition in which anail grows into the flesh

acroparaesthesia  /&krouparis'biizio/
noun a condition in which the patient experi-
ences sharp painsin the arms and numbnessin
the fingers after sleep

acrophobia /,&kro'foubio/ noun a fear of
heights

acrosclerosis /,aekrouskla'rousis/ noun
sclerosis which affects the extremities

ACTH abbr adrenocorticotrophic hormone
actinomycin /,&ektmou'marsin/ nounan an-
tibiotic used in the treatment of children with
cancer

actinomycosis /,&ktinoumar'kousis/ noun
a fungal disease transmitted to humans from
cattle, causing abscesses in the mouth and
lungs (pulmonary actinomycosis) or in theile-
um (intestinal actinomycosis)

action potential /'ek[on pa,tenfal/ noun a
temporary changein electrical potential which
occurs between the inside and the outside of a
nerve or muscle fibre when anerve impulse is
sent

active /'&ktiv/ adjective 1. (of a person) lively
and energetic O Although she is over eighty
sheisstill very active. Opposite passive 2. (of
a disease) having an effect on a patient O ex-
perienced two years of active rheumatoid dis-
ease Compare dormant 3. (of a drug) having
medicinal effect

active immunity /,&ktrv 1'mjuiniti/ noun
immunity which is acquired by catching and
surviving an infectious disease or by vaccina-
tion with a weakened form of the disease,
which makes the body form antibodies
active ingredient /&ktrv 1n'grirdiont/
noun the main medicinal ingredient of an oint-
ment or lotion, as opposed to the base

active movement /e&ktiv 'muivmont/
noun movement made by a person using his or
her own willpower and muscles

active principle /,@ktiv 'prinsip(a)l/ noun
the main medicinal ingredient of a drug which
makes it have the required effect on a person
activities of daily living /ek tivitiz ov
\de1li 'lrvin/ noun ascale used by geriatricians
and occupational therapists to assess the ca-
pacity of elderly or disabled people to livein-
dependently. Abbr ADLs

activity /ek'trviti/ noun 1. what someone
does O difficulty with activities such as walk-
ing and dressing 2. the characteristic behav-
iour of a chemical O The drug’s activity only
lasts a few hours. o antibacterial activity ef-
fective action against bacteria

act on /'&kt on/, act upon /'&kt 9,pon/ verb
1. to do something as the result of something
which has been said O He acted on his doc-
tor’sadvice and gave up smoking. 2. to have an
effect on someone or something O The antibi-
otic acted quickly on the infection.

act out / &kt 'aut/ verb to express negative
feelings by behaving in a socially unaccepta
ble way

acuity /o'kjuirti/ noun keepness.of gght,.
hearing or intellect WWVﬁﬂﬁlShpFD.lr
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acupressure

acupressure /'&kjupre[a/ noun atreatment
which is based on the same principle as acu-
puncture in which, instead of needles, fingers
are used on specific points on the body, called
pressure points
acupuncture /'®kjupapkt[a/ noun a treat-
ment based on needles being inserted through
the skin into nerve centres in order to relieve
pain or treat a disorder
acupuncturist /'&kju,papkt[aorist/ noun a
person who practises acupuncture
acute /o'kjut/ adjective 1. referring to adis-
ease or condition which develops rapidly and
can be dangerous © an acute abscess Opposite
chronic 2. referring to pain which is sharp and
intense (informal) O He felt acute chest pains.
acute abdomen /9,kjuit 'eebdomoan/ noun
any serious condition of the abdomen which
requires surgery
acute bed /2'kju:t bed/ noun a hospital bed
reserved for people requiring immediate treat-
ment
‘...the survey shows areduction in acute beds in the
last six years. The bed losses forced one hospital to
send acutely ill patients to hospitals up to sixteen
milesaway.’ [Nursing Times]
acute care /o'kjuit keo/ noun medical or
surgical treatment in a hospital, usually for a
short period, for apatient with a sudden severe
illness or injury
acute disseminated encephalomyelitis
/o,kjust  dr,seminertid en,kefoloumara
'lartts/ noun an encephalomyelitis or myelitis
believed to result from an autoimmune attack
on the myelin of the central nervous system
acute glaucoma /s kjuit glo:'kouma/ noun
same as angle-closure glaucoma
acute hospital /o'kju:t ,hospit(a)l/ noun a
hospital where people go for major surgery or
intensive care of medical or surgical condi-
tions
acutely /o'kjuztli/ adverb 1. having or caus-
ing a suddenly developing medical condition
O acutelyill patients O acutely toxic chemicals
2. extremely (informal)
acute lymphocytic leukaemia /o kjuit
JIrmfasrttik lu:'kizmia/ nounaform of leukae-
mia that is the commonest cancer affecting
children
acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia /o
Kkjuit nonlimfositik lu:'kizmia/ noun a
form of leukaemiathat affects adults and chil-
dren and is usually treated with chemotherapy
acute pancreatitis /o, ku:t papkria'tartrs/
noun inflammation after pancreatic enzymes
have escaped into the pancreas, causing symp-
toms of acute abdominal pain
acute respiratory distress syndrome /o
kjuit rrsprrat(e)ri di'stres | sindrovm/
noun an infection of the lungs, often following
injury, which prevents them functioning prop-
erly. Abbr ARDS

acute rheumatism noun same asrheumatic
fever

acute rhinitis /9,kju:t rar'naitis/ noun avi-
rusinfection which causesinflammation of the
mucous membrane in the nose and throat
acute suppurative arthritis /o kjuit sa
pjurativ a:@'rartis/ noun same as pyarthrosis
acute toxicity /o,kjurt tok'sisiti/ noun a
level of concentration of a toxic substance
which makes people seriously ill or can cause
death

acute vyellow atrophy /9 kjuit
'atrofi/ » yellow atrophy

acyclovir /er'sarklouvio/ noun same as aci-
clovir

acystia /er'sistio/ noun a condition in which
ababy is born without a bladder

AD abbr Alzheimer’s disease

Adam'’s apple /,&domz 'ap(a)l/ noun apart
of the thyroid cartilage which projects from
the neck below the chin in aman. Also called
laryngeal prominence

adapt /o'dept/ verb 1. to change one's ideas
or behaviour to fit into a new situation O She
has adapted very well to her new job in the
children’s hospital. 2. to change something to
make it more useful O The brace has to be
adapted to fit the patient.

adaptation /@dep'terf(d)n/ noun 1. a
change which has been or can be made to
something 2. the act of changing something so
that it fits a new situation 3. the process by
which sensory receptors become accustomed
to a sensation which is repeated

ADD abbr attention deficit disorder

addicted /o'diktid/ adjective physically or
mentally dependent on a harmful substance o
addicted to alcohol or drugs needing to take
acohol or aharmful drug regularly
addictive /o'diktiv/ adjective referring to a
drug which is habit-forming and which people
can become addicted to

Addison’s anaemia /,&dis(o)nz 9'nirmia/
same as pernicious anaemia [Described 1849.
After Thomas Addison (1793-1860), from
Northumberland, founder of the science of en-
docrinology.]

Addison’s disease /'zdis(e)nz dr,ziz/
noun adisease of the adrenal glands, causing a
change in skin colour to yellow and then to
dark brown and resulting in general weakness,
anaemia, low blood pressure and wasting
away. Treatment is with corticosteroid injec-
tions. [Described 1849. After Thomas Addison
(1793-1860), from Northumberland, founder of
the science of endocrinology.]

adducent /o'dju:s(o)nt/ adjective referring
to amuscle which brings parts of the body to-

gether or moves them towards the ceptral Hne .
of the body or alimb. CWW&EEeweEGTﬂPFD.W
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adiposuria

adduct /o'dakt/ verb (of a muscle) to pull a
leg or arm towards the central line of the body,
or to pull atoe or finger towards the central
line of aleg or arm. Opposite abduct
adducted /o'daktid/ adjective referring to a
body part brought towards the middle of the
body

adduction /o'dak fan/ noun the movement of
a part of the body towards the midline or to-
wards a neighbouring part. Compare abduc-
tion. See illustration at ANATOMICAL TERMS in
Supplement

adductor /o'dakto/, adductor muscle /o
'dakta ,;mas(a)l/ noun amuscle which pullsa
part of the body towards the central line of the
body. Opposite abductor

aden- /=din/ prefix same as adeno- (used be-
fore vowels)

adenectomy /,&dr'nektomi/ noun the surgi-
cal removal of agland

adenine /'&doniin/ noun one of the four ba-
sic chemicalsin DNA

adenitis /,&di'naitis/ noun inflammation of
agland or lymph node. 9 lymphadenitis
adeno- /zdinou/ prefix referring to glands
adenocarcinoma /,&dimouka:si'novma/
noun amalignant tumour of agland
adenohypophysis /,eedioauvhar'pofisis/
noun the front lobe of the pituitary gland
which secretes most of the pituitary hormones
adenoid /'edmoid/ adjective like agland
adenoidal /,&dr'nord(o)l/ adjective referring
to the adenoids

adenoidal expression /,@dmord(ae)l 1k
'spref(o)n/ noun a common symptom of a
child suffering from adenoids, where his or her
mouth is always open, the nose is narrow and
the top teeth appear to project forward
adenoidal tissue /,&dmo1d(s)l 't1fuz/ noun
same as adenoids

adenoidectomy /edmor'dektomi/ noun
the surgical removal of the adenoids
adenoidism /'@dioidiz(o)m/ nounthe con-
dition of a person with adenoids

adenoids /'edinoidz/ plural noun a mass of
tissue at the back of the nose and throat that
can restrict breathing if enlarged. Also called
pharyngeal tonsils

adenoid vegetation /,&dmoid ,vedzo
'terf(9)n/ noun a condition in children where
the adenoidal tissue is covered with growths
and can block the nasal passages or the Eus-
tachian tubes

adenolymphoma /,eedimoulim'fouma/
noun abenign tumour of the salivary glands
adenoma /,&di'nouma/ noun a benign tu-
mour of agland

adenoma sebaceum /@dmoumo so
'berfom/ noun a skin condition of the face
shown by raised red vascular bumps appearing
in late childhood or early adolescence

adenomyoma /,@&dinoumar'suma/ noun a
benign tumour made up of glands and muscle
adenopathy /,&ed1'nopabi/ noun adisease of
agland
adenosclerosis /,&dmouskla'rousis/ noun
the hardening of a gland
adenosine /a'denausiin/ noun a drug used
to treat an irregular heartbeat
adenosine diphosphate /o,denausiin dar
'fosfert/ noun a chemica compound which
provides energy for processes to take place
within living cells, formed when adenosinetri-
phosphate reacts with water. Abbr ADP
adenosine triphosphate /o,denousiin
trar'fosfert/ noun achemica which occursin
al cells, but mainly in muscle, where it forms
the energy reserve. Abbr ATP
adenosis /,&dr'nousis/ noun any disease or
disorder of the glands
adenovirus /'adinou,vairas/ noun a virus
which produces upper respiratory infections
and sore throats and can cause fatal pneumonia
ininfants
ADH abbr antidiuretic hormone
ADHD noun full form attention deficit hyper-
activity disorder. » hyperactivity
adhesion /ad'hii3(o)n/ noun astable connec-
tion between two parts in the body, either in a
healing process or between parts which are not
usually connected
adhesive dressing /od hiistv  'dresig/
noun a dressing with a sticky substance on the
back so that it can stick to the skin
adhesive strapping /od,hiistv 'strepig/
noun overlapping strips of adhesive plaster
used to protect alesion
adipo- /edipoau/ prefix referring to fat
adipose /'adipous/ adjective containing fat,
or made of fat
COMMENT: Fibrous tissue is replaced by adi-
pose tissue when more food is eaten than is
necessary.
adipose degeneration /adipous d1
,dzena're1f(a)n/ noun an accumulation of fat
inthe cells of an organ such asthe heart or liv-
er, which makes the organ less able to perform
its proper function. Also called fatty degener-
ation
adipose tissue /,&dipous 'tifu:/ noun atis-
sue where the cells contain fat
adiposis /,adi'pousis/ noun a state where
too much fat is accumulated in the body
adiposis dolorosa /edipousis ,dplo
'rousal noun adisease of middle-aged women
inwhich painful lumps of fatty substanceform
in the body. Also called Dercum’s disease
adiposogenitalis /edi,pousou,dzent'terlrs/
noun same as Fréhlich’s syndrome

adiposuria /edipsou' jutria/rnous. tl res-.
ence of fatintheurindNWW.EﬂQTlSrﬁlﬂf'D.W
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adiposus

adiposus /,&dr'pausas/ » panniculus adi-
posus
aditus /'&drtas/ noun an opening or entrance
to apassage
adjustment /o'dzastmont/ noun a specific
directional high-speed movement of a joint
performed by a chiropractor
adjuvant /'ed3uvont/ adjective referring to
treatment by drugs or radiation therapy after
surgery for cancer B noun asubstance added to
adrug to enhance the effect of the main ingre-
dient
adjuvant therapy /'‘®d3zuvont Oeropi/
noun therapy using drugs or radiation after
cancer surgery
ADLs abbr activities of daily living
administer /od'minista/ verb to give some-
one medicine or a treatment o to administer
orally to give amedicine by mouth
admission /od'mif(a)n/ noun the act of be-
ing registered as a hospital patient
admit /od'mit/ verb to register a patient in a
hospital © He was admitted to hospital this
morning.
‘80% of elderly patients admitted to geriatric units
are on medication’ [Nursing Times]
‘...ten patients were admitted to the ICU before op-
eration, the main indications being the need for eval-
uation of patients with a history of severe heart dis-
ease’ [Southern Medical Journal]
adnexa /ed'neksa/ plural noun structures at-
tached to an organ
adolescence /,&eda'les(a)ns/ noun the peri-
od of life when a child is developing into an
adult
adolescent /,&da'les(o)nt/ noun a person
who is at the stage of life when he or sheisde-
veloping into an adult B adjective developing
into an adult, or occurring at that stage of life
O adolescent boys and girls O adolescent fan-
tasies
adopt /o'dppt/ verb 1. to decide to use a par-
ticular plan or idea or way of doing something
O The hospital has adopted a new policy on
visiting. 2. to become thelegal parent of achild
who was born to other parents
adoptive /o'doptrv/ adjective 1. taking over
the role of something else 2. referring to peo-
plewho have adopted achild or achild that has
been adopted O adoptive parents
adoptive immunotherapy /o,doptiv 1m
juna'Beropi/ noun a treatment for cancer in
which the patient’s own white blood cells are
used to attack cancer cells

COMMENT: This technique can halt the growth
of cancer cells in the body but it can have dis-
tressing toxic side-effects.

ADP abbr adenosine diphosphate

adrenal /o'driin(o)l/ adjective situated near
the kidney ® noun same as adrenal gland
adrenal body /o'driin(a)l ,bodi/ noun same
asadrenal gland

adrenal cortex /s,driin(a)l 'ko:teks/ noun
the firm outside layer of an adrena gland,
which secretes a series of hormones affecting
the metabolism of carbohydrates and water
adrenalectomy /s,driina'lektomi/ noun the
surgical removal of one of the adrenal glands
adrenal gland /o'driin(a)l gleend/ noun one
of two endocrine glands at the top of the kid-
neys which secrete cortisone, adrenaline and
other hormones. Also called adrenal body, ad-
renal. Seeillustration at KipNEY in Supplement
adrenaline /o'drenalin/ noun a hormone se-
creted by the medulla of the adrenal glands
which has an effect similar to stimulation of
the sympathetic nervous system (NoTE: The US
term is epinephrine.)
COMMENT: Adrenaline is produced when a
person experiences surprise, shock, fear or
excitement and it speeds up the heartbeat
and raises blood pressure. It is administered
as an emergency treatment of acute anaphy—
laxis and in cardiopulmonary resuscitation.
adrenal medulla /s, dri:n(a)l me'dala/ noun
the inner part of the adrenal gland which se-
cretes adrenaline and noradrenaline. Also
called suprarenal medulla
adrenergic /,&dra'n3:d31k/ adjective refer-
ring to aneurone or receptor which isstimul at-
ed by adrenaline. v beta blocker
adrenergic receptor /adron3id3zik 11
'septa/ noun same as adrenoceptor
COMMENT: Three types of adrenergic receptor
act in different ways when stimulated by
adrenaline. Alpha receptors constrict the
bronchi, beta 1 receptors speed up the heart-
beat and beta 2 receptors dilate the bronchi.
adrenoceptor /o,drenou'septal noun a cell
or neurone which is stimulated by adrenaline.
Also called adrenoreceptor, adrenergic re-
ceptor
adrenocortical /o,drimnou'kortik(e9)l/ ad-
jective relating to the cortex of the adrenal
glands
adrenocorticotrophic hormone /o
Jdrinou ko:tokoutrofik 'hormoun/ noun a
hormone secreted by the pituitary gland,
which makes the cortex of the adrenal glands
produce corticosteroids. Abbr ACTH. Also
called corticotrophin
adrenogenital syndrome /9,driinou
'dzenit (o)l ,sindrouvm/ noun a condition
caused by overproduction of mae sex hor-
mones, where boys show rapid sexual devel-
opment and females develop male characteris-
tics
adrenoleukodystrophy /o, dritnou,lutkou
'distrafi/ noun an inherited disorder of the ad-
renal glandsin boys
adrenolytic /adriinou'litik/ adjective acting
against the secretion of adrenaline

adrenoreceptor /o ,drenouriseptoe/ n .
same as adrenoceptor WWW.IESﬂﬁthSHP?'D.W
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aflatoxin

adsorbent /&d'sotbant/ adjective being ca-
pable of adsorption

adsorption /ed'sop[(e)n/ noun the attach-
ment of one substance to another, often the
bonding of aliquid with agasor vapour which
touches its surface

adult /'eedalt, o'dalt/ adjective grown-up O
Adolescents reach the adult stage about the
age of eighteen or twenty. B noun someone
who isno longer achild

adult coeliac disease /,&dalt 'siiliek dr
,Zi1z/ noun acondition in adultswhere the villi
in the intestine become smaller and so reduce
the surface which can absorb nutrients

adult dentition /,&dalt den'tif(s)n/ noun
the 32 teeth which an adult has

adulteration /o dalta're1f(o)n/ noun the act
of making something less pure by adding an-
other substance

adult-onset diabetes /,a2dalt ,onset ,daro
'biztizz/ noun aform of diabetes mellitus that
develops slowly in older people as the body
becomes less able to use insulin effectively
adult respiratory distress syndrome /
,&dalt ri,sprrot(o)ri dr'stres sindroum/
noun a description of various lung infections
which reduce the lungs efficiency. Abbr
ARDS

advanced trauma life support /ad,va:nst
trorma 'larf so,po:t/ noun the management
of atrauma patient during the critical first hour
after injury. Abbr ATLS

adventitia /,&edven'tifo/ noun same as tuni-
ca adventitia

adventitious /,&dvon'tifas/ adjective on the
outside or in an unusual place

adventitious bursa /,&dvantifos 'b3iso/
noun abursawhich develops asaresult of con-
tinued pressure or rubbing

adverse /'adva:s/ adjective harmful or unfa-
vourable o the treatment had an adver se ef-
fect on his dermatitis the treatment made the
dermatitis worse

adverse occurrence /,&dvsis 9'karons/
noun a harmful event which occurs during
treatment

adverse reaction /,&dva:s ri'ak[on/ noun
a situation where someone experiences harm-
ful effects from the application of adrug
advocacy /'advokasi/ noun active support
for something, especially in order to help peo-
ple who would have difficulty in gaining atten-
tion without your help

adynamic ileus /er,damemik 'tlias/ noun
same as paralytic ileus

aegophony /i:'gofoni/ noun a high sound of
the voice heard through a stethoscope, where
thereisfluid in the pleura cavity

aer- /edl prefix same as aero- (used before vow-
els)

aeration /ea're1f(o)n/ noun the adding of air
or oxygen to aliquid
aero- /earaul prefix referring to air
aeroba /ea'roubal, aerobe /'earaub/ noun a
tiny organism which needs oxygen to survive
aerobic /ea'roubik/ adjective needing oxy-
gen to live, or taking place in the presence of
oxygen
aerobic respiration /ea roubik ,respa'rerf(o)n/
noun the process where the oxygen which is
breathed in is used to conserve energy as ATP
aeroembolism /,earau'emboliz(o)m/ noun
same as air embolism
aerogenous /ea'rndzonas/ adjective refer-
ring to a bacterium which produces gas
aerophagia /,eara'ferdza/, aerophagy /ed
'rofad3i/ noun the habit of swallowing air
when suffering from indigestion, so making
the stomach pains worse
aerosol /'earasol/ noun tiny particlesof alig-
uid such as adrug or disinfectant suspended in
agas under pressurein acontainer and used as
aspray
aetiological agent / i:tislodzik (o)l ‘erdz(o)nt/
noun an agent which causes a disease
aetiology /,iiti'pled3i/ noun 1. the cause or
origin of a disease 2. the study of the causes
and origins of diseases (NOTE: [all senses] The
US spelling is etiology.)
‘...awide variety of organs or tissues may be infect-
ed by the Salmonellagroup of organisms, presenting
symptoms which are not immediately recognised as
being of Salmonella aetiology’ [Indian Journal
of Medical Sciences]
afebrile /er'fi:brail/ adjective with no fever
affect /o'fekt/ verb to make something or
someone change, especially to have a bad ef-
fect on something or someone © Some organs
are rapidly affected if the patient lacks oxygen
for even a short time. B noun same asaffection
affection /o'fek[on/, affect /o'fekt/ noun the
general state of a person’s emotions
‘Depression has degrees of severity, ranging from
sadness, through flatness of affection or feeling, to
suicide and psychosis’ [British Journal of Nursing]
affective /o'fektiv/ adjective relating to a
person’s moods or feelings
affective disorder /o'fektrv dis,o:da/ noun
a condition which changes someone’s mood,
making him or her depressed or excited
afferent /'ef(o)ront/ adjective conducting
liquid or electrica impulses towards the in-
side. Opposite efferent
afferent nerve noun same as sensory nerve
afferent vessel /'zf(a)ront ,ves(o)l/ nouna
tube which brings lymph to a gland
affinity /o'finiti/ noun an attraction between
two substances
aflatoxin /,&flo'tpksim/ noun a poison pro-

duced by some moulds in some crgps gysh as.
beanuts Www.EnglishPraie
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African trypanosomiasis

African  trypanosomiasis /&friken
trIponousou'marosis/ noun same as sleep-
ing sickness
afterbirth /'a:ftoba:0/ noun the tissues, in-
cluding the placentaand umbilical cord, which
are present in the uterus during pregnancy and
are expelled after the birth of a baby
aftercare /'a:ftokea/ noun 1. the care of a
person who has had an operation. Aftercare
treatment involves changing dressings and
helping people to look after themselves again.
2. the care of amother who hasjust given birth
after-effect /'a:ftor 1,fekt/ noun a change
which appears only some time after the cause
O The operation had some unpleasant after-ef-
fects.
after-image /'a:ftor ,ym1d3/ noun an image
of an object which remainsin a person’s sight
after the object itself has gone
afterpains /'a:ftopemnz/ plural noun regular
pains in the uterus which are sometimes expe-
rienced after childbirth
afunctional /et ‘'fapkfon(o)l/
which does not function properly
agalactia /,ergo'leek o/ noun a condition in
which amother isunable to produce milk after
childbirth
agammaglobulinaemia /er,gemoglobjult
'nimid/ noun a deficiency or absence of im-
munoglobulinsin the blood, which resultsin a
reduced ability to provide immune responses
agar /'ergai/, agar agar /,erga:r 'eiga:/ noun
a culture medium based on an extract of sea-
weed used for growing microorganismsin lab-
oratories
age /erd3/ noun the number of years which a
person has lived O What's your age on your
next birthday? O He was sixty years of age. O
The size varies according to age. B verb to
grow old
age group /'erd3 gruip/ noun al the people
of aparticular age or within a particular set of
ages O the age group 20-25
ageing /'erdzmy/, aging noun the fact of
growing old
COMMENT: Changes take place in almost eve-
ry part of the body as the person ages. Bones
become more brittle and skin becomes less
elastic. The mostimportant changes affect the
blood vessels which are less elastic, making
thrombosis more likely. This also reduces the
supply of blood to the brain, which in turn re-
duces the mental faculties.
ageing process /'erd3iy ,prouses/ nounthe
physical changes which take place in a person
as he or she grows older
agency /'erd3onsi/ noun 1. an organisation
which carries out work on behalf of another or-
ganisation, e.g. one which recruits and em-
ploys nurses and supplies them to hospitals
temporarily when full-time nursing staff are
unavailable 2. the act of causing something to

adjective

happen O The disease develops through the
agency of bacteria present in the bloodstream.
‘The cost of employing agency nurses should be no
higher than the equivalent full-time staff.’
[Nursing Times]
‘Growing numbers of nurses are choosing agency
careers, which pay more and provide more flexible
schedules than hospitals.” [American Journal
of Nursing]
agenesis /er'dzenasis/ noun the absence of
an organ, resulting from afailurein embryonic
development
agent /'exdzont/ noun 1. a chemica sub-
stance which makes another substance react 2.
a substance or organism which causes a dis-
ease or condition 3. a person who acts asarep-
resentative of another person or carries out
some kinds of work on his or her behalf
agglutinate /o'glu:tinert/ verb to form into
groups or clusters, or to cause things to form
into groups or clusters
agglutination /o,gluiti'nerf(a)n/ noun the
act of coming together or sticking to one an-
other to form a clump, as of bacteria cellsin
the presence of serum, or blood cells when
blood of different typesis mixed <> agglutina-
tion test 1. atest toidentify bacteria2. atest to
identify if awoman is pregnant
agglutinin /o'glurtimin/ noun afactor in ase-
rum which makes cells stick together in
clumps
agglutinogen /,&glu:'tmoad3on/ noun afac-
tor in red blood cells which reacts with a spe-
cific agglutinin in serum
aggravate /'egrovert/ verb to make some-
thing worse O Playing football only aggra-
vates hiskneeinjury. O Thetreatment seemsto
aggravate the disease.
aggression /o'gref(o)n/ noun the state of
feeling violently angry towards someone or
something
aggressive /o'gresiv/ adjective referring to
treatment which involves frequent high doses
of medication
aging /'exd31y/ noun another spelling of age-
ing
agitated /'ad3zitertid/ adjective moving
about or twitching nervously because of worry
or another psychological state O The person
became agitated and had to be given a seda-
tive.
agitation /,&d3z1'terf(a)n/ noun a state of be-
ing very nervous and anxious
aglossia /er'glosia/ noun the condition of not
having a tongue from birth
agnosia /&g'novzia/ noun abrain disorder in
which a person fails to recognise places, peo-
ple, tastes or smells which they used to know
well
agonist /'&gonist/ noun 1. a muscle which

causes part of the body to move and.anogher .
muscle to relax when it‘éﬂNWcEl'lgc!i%w&ﬂ.w


www.EnglishPro.ir

11

Albee’s operation

prime mover 2. asubstance which producesan
observable physiological effect by acting
through specific receptors. ¢y antagonist
agony /'eegoni/ noun avery severe physical or
emotional pain © Helay in agony on the floor.
O She suffered the agony of waiting for weeks
until her condition was diagnosed.
agoraphobia /,&g(o)ra'foubia/ noun a fear
of being in open spaces. Compare claustro-
phobia

agoraphobic /,&zg(s)ra'foubik/ adjective
afraid of being in open spaces. Compare
claustrophobic

agranulocytosis /o,graenjulousar'tousis/
noun ausualy fatal disease where the number
of granulocytes, a type of white blood cell,
falls sharply because of a bone marrow condi-
tion

agraphia /er'grefia/ noun the condition of
being unable to put ideas into writing

AHF abbr antihaemophilic factor

aid /exd/ noun 1. help 2. a machine, tool or
drug which hel ps someone do something © He
uses a walking frame as an aid to exercising
hislegs. B verb to help someone or something
O The procedure is designed to aid the repair
of tissues after surgery.

AID /.er ar 'di:/ noun full form artificial in-
semination by donor. now called DI

AIDS /e1dz/, Aids nounavira infection which
breaks down the body’s immune system. Full
form acquired immunodeficiency syndrome,
acquired immune deficiency syndrome
COMMENT: AIDS is a disease caused by the
human immunodeficiency virus (HIV). It is
spread mostly by sexual intercourse and can
affect anyone. Itis also transmitted through in-
fected blood and plasma transfusions,
through using unsterilised needles for injec-
tions, and can be passed from a mother to a
fetus. The disease takes a long time, usually
years, to show symptoms, and many people
with HIV are unaware that they are infected. It
causes a breakdown of the body’s immune
system, making the patient susceptible to any
infection and often results in the development
of rare skin cancers. It is not curable.
AIDS dementia /,erdz di'menfa/ noun a
form of mental degeneration resulting fromin-
fection with HIV
AIDS-related complex /eidz r1lertid
'kompleks/, AIDS-related condition /,e1dz r1
Jlertid kon'dif(o)n/ noun early symptoms
shown by someone infected with the HIV vi-
rus, e.g. weight loss, fever and herpes zoster.
Abbr ARC
AlH abbr artificial insemination by husband
ailment /'erlmont/ noun an illness, though
not generally avery serious one O Chickenpox
is one of the common childhood ailments.
ailurophobia /,atlvara'foubia/ noun a fear
of cats

air /eal noun a mixture of gases, mainly oxy-
gen and nitrogen, which cannot be seen, but
which exists al around us and which is
breathed © Open the window and let some
fresh air into the room. O He breathed the pol-
luted air into hislungs.

air bed /'es bed/ noun a mattress which is
filled with air, used to prevent the formation of
bedsores.  conduction

airborne infection /.eabomn 1n'fekfon/
noun an infection which is carried in the air
air conduction /'ed kon,dak[on/ noun the
process by which sounds passfrom the outside
to the inner ear through the auditory meatus
air embolism /eor 'emboliz(o)m/ noun a
blockage caused by bubbles of air, that stops
the flow of blood in vessels

air hunger /'ea ,hanga/ noun a condition in
which the patient needs air because of lack of
oxygen in the tissues

air passage /'ea ,pesid3/ noun any tube
which takes air to the lungs, e.g. the nostrils,
pharynx, larynx, trachea and bronchi

air sac /'ea seek/ noun asmall sacinthelungs
which contains air. v alveolus

airsick /'easik/ adjective feeling sick because
of the movement of an aircraft

airsickness /'easiknoas/ noun a queasy feel-
ing, usually leading to vomiting, caused by the
movement of an aircraft

airway /'eawer/ noun a passage through
which air passes, especially the trachea
airway clearing /'eawer kliormy/ noun
making sure that the airways in a newborn
baby or an unconscious person are free of any
obstruction

airway obstruction /,eawer ob'strak[(e)n/
noun something which blocks the air passages
akathisia/,e1ka'01sia/ noun restlessness
akinesia /,erk1'ni:zisa/ noun alack of volun-
tary movement, as in Parkinson’s disease
akinetic /eiki'netik/ adjective without
movement

alacrima /er'leekrimoa/ noun same as xerosis
alactasia/eilek'terzia/ noun a condition in
which there is a deficiency of lactasein thein-
testine, making the patient incapable of digest-
ing lactose, the sugar in milk

alalia /er'leilia/ noun a condition in which a
person completely loses the ability to speak
alanine /'&loniin/ noun an amino acid
alanine aminotransferase /aloni:n 9
,minauv'treensfarerz/ noun an enzyme which
isfound in theliver and can be monitored asan
indicator of liver damage. Abbr ALT

alar cartilage /,e1lo 'ka:tilidz/ noun carti-
lage in the nose

alba /'&lbo/ » linea alba

Albee’s operation /'o:lbi:z Dps relj(e)n/
noun 1. a surgica operation
more vertebrae 2. a sWgWAVop& bﬁ uBal r
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thefemur to the pelvis[After Frederick Houdlett
Albee (1876-1945), US surgeon]
albicans /'elbik&nz/ » corpus albicans
albinism /'&lbiniz(o)m/ noun a condition in
which a person lacks the pigment melanin and
so has pink skin and eyes and white hair. It is
hereditary and cannot be treated. ¢y vitiligo
albino /el'bitnou/ noun a person who is defi-
cient in melanin and has little or no pigmenta-
tion in the skin, hair or eyes
albuginea /,zlbju'd3mis/ noun a layer of
white tissue covering a part of the body
albuginea oculi /&lbjudzmis 'pkjular/
noun same as sclera
albuminometer /@lbjumi'nomita/ noun
an instrument for measuring the level of albu-
min in the urine
albuminuria/elbjomi'njuaria/ nounacon-
dition in which albumin is found in the urine,
usually a sign of kidney disease, but also
sometimes of heart failure
albumose /'elbjumouz/ noun an intermedi-
ate product in the digestion of protein
alcohol /'zlkohol/ noun a pure colourless
liquid which is formed by the action of yeast
on sugar solutions and forms part of drinks
such as wine and whisky
COMMENT: Alcohol is used medicinally to dry
wounds or harden the skin. When drunk, alco-
holis rapidly absorbed into the bloodstream. It
is a source of energy, so any carbohydrates
taken at the same time are not used by the
body and are stored as fat. Alcohol is a de-
pressant, not a stimulant, and affects the way
the brain works.
alcohol abuse /'&lkohol 9,bju:s/ noun the
excessive use of alcohol adversely affecting a
person’s health
alcohol addiction /'zlkahpol o,dikfon/
noun a condition in which a person is depend-
ent on the use of alcohol
alcohol-fast /'elkoahol fa:st/ adjective refer-
ring to an organ stained for testing which isnot
discoloured by alcohol
alcoholic /,alko'holik/ adjective 1. contain-
ing alcohol 2. caused by alcoholism O alcohol -
ic poisoning M noun a person who is addicted
to drinking alcohol and shows changes in be-
haviour and personality
alcoholic cardiomyopathy /&lkoholik
ka:disumar'ppabi/ noun a disease of the
heart muscle arising as a result of long-term
heavy alcohol consumption
alcoholic cirrhosis /,&lkahplik s1'rousis/
noun cirrhosis of the liver caused by alcohol-
ism
alcoholic hepatitis /,@lkohplik  hepo
'tartrs/ noun inflammation of the liver asare-
sult of long-term heavy a cohol consumption,
often leading to cirrhosis
Alcoholics Anonymous /,@lkohpliks o
'nonimas/ noun an organisation of former al-

coholics which helps people to overcome their
dependence on alcohol by encouraging them
to talk about their problems in group therapy.
Abbr AA

alcoholicum /,&lka'holikom/ » delirium al-
coholicum

alcoholism /'zlkoholiz(e)m/ noun exces-
sive drinking of alcohol which becomes addic-
tive

alcohol poisoning /'alkohol ,po1z(a)niy/
noun poisoning and disease caused by exces-
sive drinking of a cohol

alcohol rub /'zlkahol rab/ noun the act of
rubbing a bedridden person with alcohol to
help protect against bedsores and as atonic
alcoholuria /,e&elkoho'ljuaria/ noun a condi-
tion in which acohol is present in the urine
(NOTE: The level of alcohol in the urine is used as
a test for drivers who are suspected of driving
while drunk.)

aldosterone /el'dostoroun/ noun a hor-
mone secreted by the cortex of the adrenal
gland, which regulates the balance of sodium
and potassium in the body and the amount of
body fluid

aldosteronism /el'dpst(o)roniz(s)m/ noun
a condition in which a person produces too
much aldosterone, so that there is too much
salt in the blood. This causes high blood pres-
sure and the need to drink alot of liquids.
alert /o'lsit/ adjective referring to someone
who takes an intelligent interest in his or her
surroundings © The patient is still alert,
though in great pain.

aleukaemic /,erlu:'kizmik/ adjective 1. re-
ferring to a state where leukaemia is not
present 2. referring to a state where leucocytes
are not normal

Alexander technique /&lig'zainds tek
\ni:k/ noun a method of improving the way a
person stands and moves, by making them
much more aware of how muscles behave
alexia /er'leksia/ noun a condition in which
the patient cannot understand printed words.
Also called word blindness

alfacalcidol /,&lfo'kaelsidol/ noun a sub-
stance related to vitamin D, used by the body
to maintain the right levels of calcium and
phosphate, and also as a drug to help people
who do not have enough vitamin D
algesimeter /,2ld31'simita/ noun an instru-
ment to measure the sensitivity of the skin to
pain

-algia /eldzio/ suffix aword ending that indi-
cates apainful condition

algid /'2ld31d/ adjective referring to astagein
a disease that causes fever during which the
body becomes cold

algophobia /,&lgou'foubia/ npun an u - .
alIyintensefearofpainWWW?EﬂQTlJSFILmJ'D.W
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alienation /eilia'nerf(o)n/ noun a psycho-
logical condition in which a person develops
the feeling of not being part of the everyday
world, and as aresult often becomes hostile to
other people

alignment /o'lainmont/ noun the arrange-
ment of something in a straight line, or in the
correct position in relation to something else
alimentary /,2li'ment(9)ri/ adjective provid-
ing food, or relating to food or nutrition
alimentary canal /eliment(o)ri ko'neel/
noun atube in the body going from the mouth
to the anus and including the throat, stomach
and intestine, through which food passes and
is digested

alimentary system /eli'ment(a)ri
,SI1stom/ noun same as digestive system

alimentation /alimen'terf(a)n/ noun the
act of providing food or nourishment

aliquot /'zlikwot/ noun a part of a larger
thing, especially a sample of something which
is taken to be examined

alive /a'larv/ adjective living, not dead © The
manwasstill alive, even though hehad beenin
the sea for two days. (NoTE: Alive cannot be
used in front of a noun: The person is alive but a
living person. Note also that live can be used in
front of a noun: The person was injected with live
vaccine.)

alkalaemia /,&lka'lizmia/ noun an excess of
alkali in the blood

alkali /'@lkala1/ noun one of many substances
which neutralise acids and form salts (NoTE:
The UK plural is alkalis, but the US plural is al-
kalies.)

alkaline /'elkolamn/ adjective containing
more alkali than acid

alkalinity /,2elka'lin1ti/ noun the level of al-
kali in abody O Hyperventilation causes fluc-
tuating carbon dioxide levels in the blood, re-
sulting in an increase of blood alkalinity.
COMMENT: Alkalinity and acidity are measured
according to the pH scale. pH7 is neutral, and
pH8 and upwards are alkaline. Alkaline solu-
tions are used to counteract the effects of acid
poisoning and also of bee stings. If strong al-
kali, such as ammonia, is swallowed, the pa-
tient should drink water and an acid such as
orange juice.
alkaloid /'@lkalord/ noun one of many poi-
sonous substances found in plants and used as
medicines, e.g. atropine, morphine or quinine
alkalosis /,&lka'lousis/ noun a condition in
which the akali level in the body tissue is
high, producing cramps
alkaptonuria /,@lkepta'njuaria/ noun ahe-
reditary condition where dark pigment is
present in the urine

allantoin /o'lentouin/ noun powder from the
herb comfrey, used to treat skin disorders

allantois /o'leentouis/ noun one of the mem-
branesin the embryo, shaped like a sac, which
grows out of the embryonic hindgut
allele /2'li:l/ noun one of two or more alterna-
tive forms of a gene, situated in the same area
on each of a pair of chromosomes and each
producing a different effect
allergen /'alod3on/ noun a substance which
produces hypersensitivity
COMMENT: Allergens are usually proteins and
include foods, dust, hair of animals, as well as
pollen from flowers. Allergic reaction to serum
Is known as anaphylaxis. Treatment of aller-
gies depends on correctly identifying the aller-
gen to which the patient is sensitive. This is
done by patch tests in which drops of different
allergens are placed on scratches in the skin.
Food allergens discovered in this way can be
avoided, but other allergens such as dust and
pollen can hardly be avoided and have to be
treated by a course of desensitising injections.
allergenic /,2lo'd3zenik/ adjective producing
an allergic reaction O the allergenic properties
of fungal spores
allergenic agent /&lodzenik 'erdzont/
noun a substance which produces an alergy
allergic /o'l3:d31k/ adjective having an aller-
gy to something © Sheisallergictocats. O I'm
allergic to penicillin.
allergic agent /o'l3:d31k ,erdzont/ noun a
substance which produces an allergic reaction
allergic purpura/s,13:d3ik 'paipjural noun
a form of the skin condition purpura, found
most often in children
allergic reaction /o,13:d31k ri'aekfon/ noun
an effect produced by a substance to which a
person has an alergy, such as sneezing or a
skin rash
allergic rhinitis /o,13:d31k rar'nartis/ noun
inflammation in the nose and eyes caused by
an alergic reaction to plant pollen, mould
spores, dust mites or animal hair. ¢y hayfever
allergist /'alod3ist/ noun a doctor who spe-
cialisesin the treatment of allergies
allergy /'eelad3i/ noun an unusual sensitivity
to some substances such as pollen or dust,
which cause aphysical reaction such as sneez-
ing or arash in someone who comesinto con-
tact with them O She has an allergy to house-
hold dust. © He hasa penicillin allergy. (NoTE:
You have an allergy or you are allergic to
something.)
allergy bracelet /'elod3i ,breislot/ noun »
medical alert bracelet
alleviate /a'lirviert/ verb to make pain or dis-
comfort less severe O The drug is effective in
alleviating migraine headaches.
allied health professional /,zlaid 'hel®
pra,fef(o)n(a)l/ noun a professional working
in medicinewho is not a doctor or nurse, e.g. a
physiotherapist or paramedic . .
allo- /zelou/ prefix diffWeWtW.EﬂQllShPFD.lf‘
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allodynia /,&lo'dmis/ noun pain of the skin
caused by something such as clothing which
usually does not cause pain

allogeneic / ,@lod3o'nenk/ adjective ((of
body tissues)) genetically different and there-
fore incompatible when transplanted
allograft /'elougra:ft/ noun same as hom-
ograft

allopathy /2'lopabi/ noun the treatment of a
condition using drugs which produce opposite
symptoms to those of the condition. Compare
homeopathy

allopurinol /,elou'pjuarmol/ noun a drug
which helps to stop the body producing uric
acid, used in the treatment of gout

all or none law /,2:1 or 'nan lo:/ noun the
rule that the heart muscle either contracts fully
or does not contract at all

allylestrenol /,zlail'estronol/ noun a ster-
oid used to encourage pregnancy

alopecia /,@lou'pii[a/ noun a condition in
which hair islost. Compare hypotrichosis
alopecia areata /elou,pi:fo ,ari'e1ta/ noun
acondition in which the hair fallsout in patch-
es

alpha /'zlfa/ noun thefirst letter of the Greek
alphabet

alpha-adrenoceptor antagonist /,&lfo o
Jdriznourr'septo &n,teegonist/, alpha-adren-
oceptor blocker ['@lfo 9,driinovuri'septo
,bloka/ noun a drug which can relax smooth
muscle, used to treat urinary retention and hy-
pertension. Also called alpha blocker

alpha cell /'lfo sel/ noun a type of cell
found in the islets of Langerhans, in the pan-
creas, which produces glucagon, a hormone
that raises the level of glucose in the blood. »
beta cell

alpha-fetoprotein /,@lfo [firtou'proutimn/
noun a protein produced by the liver of the hu-
man fetus, which accumulates in the amniotic
fluid. A high or low concentration is tested for
by amniocentesis in the antenatal diagnosis of
spina bifida or Down’s syndrome, respective-
ly.
alpha rhythm /'@lfo ,ridom/ noun the pat-
tern of electrical activity in the brain of some-
one who is awake but relaxed or sleepy, regis-
tering on an electroencephalograph at 8-13
hertz

Alport’s syndrome /'oilpo:ts sindrovm/
noun a genetic disease of the kidneys which
sometimes causes a person to lose his or her
hearing and sight

alprostadil /e&l'prostadil/ noun adrug which
makes blood vessel s wider, used to treat impo-
tence, prevent coagulation, and maintain ba-
bies with congenital heart conditions

ALS abbr 1. amyotrophic lateral sclerosis 2.
antilymphocytic serum

ALT abbr danine aminotransferase

alternative medicine /o:l,t3matv
'med(a)sin/ noun the treatment of illness us-
ing therapies such ashomoeopathy or naturop-
athy which are not considered part of conven-
tional Western medicine. () complementary
medicine

altitude sickness /'zltitju:d ,siknas/ noun
a condition caused by reduced oxygen in the
air above atitudes of 7000 to 8000 feet (3600
metres). Symptomsinclude headaches, breath-
lessness, fatigue, nausea and swelling of the
face, hands and feet. Also called high-altitude
sickness, mountain sickness

aluminium /elo'miniom/ noun a metallic
element extracted from the ore bauxite (NoTE:
The US spelling is aluminum. The chemical
symbol is Al.)

aluminium hydroxide /elo,mmiom har
'droksard/ noun achemical substance used as
an antacid to treat indigestion. Formula
Al(OH); or Al,03.3H,0.

alveolar /,zlvi‘ouls, @l'viialo/ adjective re-
ferring to the alveoli

alveolar bone /,zlvi'oulo boaun/ noun part
of the jawbone to which the teeth are attached

alveolar duct /,2lvi‘aulo dakt/ noun a duct
in the lung which leads from the respiratory
bronchioles to the alveoli. See illustration at
LUNGS in Supplement

alveolar wall /,2lvi'aule wa:l/ noun one of
the walls which separate the alveoli in the
lungs
alveolitis /,&lvia'lartis/ noun inflammation
of an alveolus in the lungs or the socket of a
tooth

alveolus /,&lvi'oules, @l'viialas/ noun a
small cavity, e.g. an air sac in the lungs or the
socket into which a tooth fits. See illustration
a LunGs in Supplement (NoTE: The plural is al-
veoli.)

Alzheimer plaque /'@ltsharmo plek/ noun
a disc-shaped plague of amyloid found in the
brain in people who have Alzheimer’s disease
Alzheimer’s disease /'zltshaimoz di1,zi:z/
noun a disease where a person experiences
progressive dementia due to nerve cell lossin
specific brain areas, resulting in loss of mental
faculties including memory [Described 1906.
After Alois Alzheimer (1864-1915), Bavarian
physician.]
COMMENT: No single cause of Alzheimer's dis-
ease has been identified, although an early
onset type occurs more frequently in some
families, due to a mutation in a gene on chro-
mosome 21. Risk factors include age, genes,
head injury, lifestyle and environment.
amalgam /o'malgom/ noun a mixture of
metals, based on mercury and tin, used by den-
tists to fill holes in teeth

amaurosis /,emo:'rousis/ neun blin .
caused by disease of theWNNthlﬁﬂthSFIw%D.lr
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amaurosis fugax /,@mo:rausis 'fjurgaks/
noun temporary blindness in one eye, caused
by problems of circulation

amaurotic familial idiocy /,emoirotik fo
milial 'rdiasi/, amaurotic family idiocy /
,emorrotik fam(a)li 'tdiasi/ noun same as
Tay-Sachs disease

amb- /femb/ prefix same as ambi- (used before
vowels)

ambi- /&mbi/ prefix both

ambidextrous /,2mbr'dekstras/ adjective
referring to a person who can use both hands
equally well and who is not right- or left-hand-
ed

ambiguous genitalia /eem bigjuss ,d3zent
'terlia/ noun a congenital condition in which
the outer genitals do not look typical of those
of either sex
ambisexual /,&mbi'sek [ual/ adjective, noun
same as bisexual
amblyopia /,2mbli'oupia/ noun a lack of
normal vision without a structural cause. A
common example is squint and other forms
may be caused by the cyanide in tobacco
smoke or by drinking methylated spirits.
amblyopic /,@mbli'ppik/ adjective affected
by amblyopia
amblyoscope /'@embliouskoup/ noun anin-
strument for measuring the angle of a squint
and how effectively someone uses both their
eyestogether. Also called orthoptoscope
ambulance /'‘embjulons/ noun a van for
taking sick or injured people to hospital O The
injured man was taken away in an ambulance.
O The telephone number of the local ambu-
lance service is in the phone book. » St John
Ambulance Association and Brigade
ambulant /'zmbjolont/ adjective able to
walk
ambulation /,eembju'lerf(o)n/ nounwalking
o early ambulation isrecommended patients
should try to get out of bed and walk about as
soon as possible after the operation
ambulatory /,@mbju'lert(a)ri/ adjective re-
ferring to a patient who is not confined to bed
but is able to walk

‘...ambulatory patients with essential hypertension

were evaluated and followed up at the hypertension

clinic’ [British Medical Journal]
ambulatory care /,@mbju,lert(o)ri 'keo/
noun treatment of a patient which does not in-
volve staying in hospital during the night
ambulatory fever / embju'lert(o)ri fizvo/
noun a mild fever where the patient can walk
about and can therefore act as a carrier, e.g.
during the early stages of typhoid fever
ameba /a'mi:ba/ noun US same asamoeba
amelia /o'mi:lia/ noun the absence of alimb
from birth, or a condition in which alimb is
short from birth
amelioration /o mi:lia're1f(o)n/ noun the
process of getting better

ameloblastoma /,eemiloublae'stouma/
noun atumour in the jaw, usually in the lower
jaw
amenorrhoea /,etmena'riza/ noun the ab-
sence of one or more menstrua periods, usual
during pregnancy and after the menopause
ametropia /,@mi'troupia/ noun a condition
in which the eye cannot focus light correctly
onto the retina, as in astigmatism, hyper-
metropia and myopia. Compare emmetropia
amfetamine /em'fetomiin/ noun an addic-
tive drug, similar to adrenaline, used to give a
feeling of wellbeing and wakefulness. Also
caled amphetamine
amikacin /,eemr'keisin/ noun atype of anti-
biotic used to treat infections caused by aero-
bic bacteria
amiloride /o'miloraid/ noun a drug which
helps to increase the production of urine and
preserve the body’s supply of potassium
amino acid /o,mi:nov 'esid/ noun a chemi-
cal compound which isbroken down from pro-
teins in the digestive system and then used by
the body to form its own protein
COMMENT: Amino acids all contain carbon, hy-
drogen, nitrogen and oxygen, as well as other
elements. Some amino acids are produced in
the body itself, but others have to be absorbed
from food. The eight essential amino acids
are: isoleucine, leucine, lysine, methionine,
Iphenylalanine, threonine, tryptophan and va-
ine.
aminobutyric acid /o,mimoubjutirik
'aes1d/ noun » gamma aminobutyric acid
aminoglycoside  /o,miinou'glatkosard/
noun adrug used to treat many Gram-negative
and some Gram-positive bacterial infections
(NoTE: Aminoglycosides include drugs with
names ending in -cin: gentamicin.)
aminophylline /,&m1'nof1lizn/ noun a drug
that makes the bronchial tubes wider, used in
the treatment of asthma
amiodarone /,&emi'ndoroun/ noun a drug
that makes the blood vesselswider, used in the
treatment of irregular heartbeat
amitosis /,emir'tousis/ noun the multiplica
tion of acell by splitting of the nucleus
amitriptyline /. @mr'triptilizn/ noun a seda-
tive drug used to treat depression and persist-
ent pain
amlodipine /em'lodipiin/ noun a drug that
helps to control the movement of calcium ions
through cell membranes. It is used to treat hy-
pertension and angina.
ammonia /o'maunia/ noun a gas with a
strong smell, a compound of nitrogen and hy-
drogen, whichisausual product of human me-
tabolism
ammonium /o'mouniom/ noun an ion
formed from ammonia

amnesia /em'ni:zio/ noun lgss of memary
amnia /'=mnia/ plurdVak/ih 'H@|ISWFD.IF
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amnihook /'emnihuk/ noun ahooked instru-
ment used to induce labour by pulling on the
amniotic sac
amnio /'&@mniou/ noun same as amniocente-
sis (informal)
amniocentesis /,&mniousen'tiisis/ noun a
procedure which involves taking a test sample
of the amniotic fluid during pregnancy using a
hollow needle and syringe
COMMENT: Amniocentesis and amnioscopy,
the examination and testing of the amniotic
fluid, give information about possible congen-
ital disorders in the fetus as well as the sex of
the unborn baby.
amniography /,@mni'ografi/ noun an X-ray
of the womb
amnion /'2mnian/ noun the thin sac contain-
ing the amniotic fluid which covers an unborn
baby in the uterus. Also called amniotic sac
amnioscope /'@mnisskoup/ noun aninstru-
ment used to examine a fetus through the cer-
vical channel, before the amniotic sac is bro-
ken
amnioscopy /,@mni'nskapi/ noun an exam-
ination of the amniotic fluid during pregnancy
amniotic /,&mni'otik/ adjective relating to
the amnion
amniotic cavity /,@mniotik 'keviti/ nouna
space formed by the amnion, full of amniotic
fluid
amniotic fluid /,&emniotik 'fluzid/ noun the
fluid contained in the amnion which surrounds
an unborn baby
amniotic sac /,@mniotik 'sek/ noun same
asamnion
amniotomy /,&emni'ptomi/ noun a puncture
of the amnion to help induce labour
amoeba /o'miiba/ noun aform of animal life,
made up of a single cell (NoTE: The plural is
amoebae.)
amoebiasis /,eemi'barosis/ noun an infec-
tion caused by amoebae which can result in
amoebic dysentery in the large intestine (intes-
tina amoebiasis) and sometimes affects the
lungs (pulmonary amoebiasis)
amoebic /o'miibik/ adjective relating to or
caused by amoebae
amoebic dysentery /o,mi:bik 'dis(e)ntri/
noun aform of dysentery mainly found introp-
ical areas that is caused by Entamoeba histo-
Iytica which enters the body through contami-
nated water or unwashed food
amoebicide /o'mi:bisaid/ noun a substance
which kills amoebae
amorphous /o'moifos/ adjective with no
regular shape
amoxicillin /o'moksisilin/ noun an antibiot-
ic
Amoxil /o'mpoksi1l/ atrade name for amoxicil -
lin
amphetamine /&m'fetomiin/ noun same as
amfetamine

amphetamine abuse /em'fetomiin 9
\bjurs/ noun the repeated addictive use of am-
phetamines which in the end affects the mental
faculties

amphiarthrosis /,@mfia:'Orousis/ noun a
joint which only has limited movement, e.g.
one of the joints in the spine

amphotericin /,@mfou'terisin/ noun an an-
tifungal agent, used against Candida
ampicillin /,empr'silin/ noun atype of peni-
cillin, used as an antibiotic

ampoule /'empu:l/, ampule /'‘empju:l/
noun a small glass container, closed at the
neck, used to contain steriledrugsfor useinin-
jections

ampulla /&m'pula/ noun a swelling of a ca-
nal or duct, shaped like a bottle (NoTE: The plu-
ral is ampullae.)

amputate /'zmpjuotert/ verb to remove a
limb or part of alimb in asurgical operation O
The patient’s | eg needs to be amputated below
the knee. O After gangrene set in, surgeons
had to amputate her toes.

amputation /, empju'terf(a)n/ noun the sur-
gical removal of alimb or part of alimb
amputee /,eempju'tiz/ noun someone who
has had alimb or part of alimb removed in a
surgical operation

amygdala /o'migdala/ noun an amond-
shaped body in the brain, at the end of the cau-
date nucleus of the thalamus. Also called amy-
gdaloid body

amygdaloid body /o'migdaloid bodi/
noun same as amygdala

amyl- /em(a)l/ prefix referring to starch
amylase /'@mile1z/ noun an enzyme which
converts starch into maltose

amyl nitrate /,2m(a)l 'nartrert/ noun adrug
used to reduce blood pressure (NoTE: Amyl ni-
trate is also used as a recreational drug.)
amyloid /'amilord/ noun awaxy protein that
forms in some tissues during the development
of various diseases, e.g. forming disc-shaped
plaguesin the brain in Alzheimer’'s disease
amyloid disease /‘emiloid d1,ziiz/ noun
same as amyloidosis

amyloidosis /,@milor'dousts/ noun a dis-
ease of the kidneys and liver, where amyloid
develops in the tissues. Also caled amyloid
disease

amyloid precursor protein /,@&miloid pri
'k31s9 ,proutiin/ noun a compound found in
cell membranes from which beta amyloid is
derived. A mutation of the gene causes early-
onset Alzheimer's disease in afew families.
amylopsin /,@mi'lopsin/ noun an enzyme
which converts starch into maltose

amylose /'@milouz/ noun a carbohydrate of
starch

amyotonia /,ermara'tounid/ rneun @ | of .
musdle tone W ErahSe R ir
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amyotonia congenita /,ermaratounio kon
'd3enita/ noun a congenital disease of chil-
dren in which the muscles lack tone. Also
called floppy baby syndrome
amyotrophia /er,maro'troufia/ noun a con-
dition in which a muscle wastes away
amyotrophic lateral sclerosis /el
maratrofik leetor(o)l sklo'rousis/ noun a
motor neurone disease in which the limbs
twitch and the muscles gradually waste away.
Also called Gehrig’s disease. Abbr ALS
amyotrophy /er,mar'ntrafi/ same as amyo-
trophia
an- /&n/ prefix same as ana- (used before vow-
els)
ana- /&nad/ prefix without or lacking
anabolic /,&na'bolik/ adjective referring to a
substance which synthesises protein
‘...insulin, secreted by the islets of Langerhans, is
the body’s major anabolic hormone, regulating the
metabolism of al body fuels and substrates'
[Nursing Times]
anabolic steroid /eno,bolik 'strorord/
noun adrug which encourages the synthesis of
new living tissue, especially muscle, from nu-
trients
anabolism /z'nebaliz(o)m/ noun the proc-
ess of building up complex chemical substanc-
es on the basis of simpler ones
anacrotism /o'nakratiz(o)m/ noun asecond
stroke in the pulse
anaemia /o'niimid/ noun a condition in
which the level of red blood cells is less than
usual or where the haemoglobin is less, mak-
ing it more difficult for the blood to carry oxy-
gen. The symptoms are tiredness and pale col-
our, especialy palelips, nails and the inside of
the eyelids. The condition can be fatal if not
treated. (NoTE: The US spelling is anemia.)
anaemic /o'nizmik/ adjective having anaemia
(NOTE: The US spelling is anemic.)
anaerobe /'&noroub, @&n'earoub/ noun a
microorganism which lives without oxygen,
e.g. the tetanus bacillus
anaerobic /,&na'roubik/ adjective 1. not
needing oxygen for metabolism O anaerobic
bacteria 2. without oxygen O anaerobic con-
ditions
anaesthesia /,&nos'0iizio/ noun 1. a state,
deliberately produced in a patient by amedical
procedure, in which he or she can feel no pain,
either in apart or in the whole of the body 2. a
loss of feeling caused by damage to nerves
(NOTE: The US spelling is anesthesia.)
anaesthesiologist  /,&nosBiizi'plod3zist/
noun US aspecidlist in the study of anaesthet-
ics
anaesthetic /,&nos'Oetik/ adjective induc-
ing loss of feeling B noun a substance given to
someone to remove feeling, so that he or she
can undergo an operation without pain

‘Spinal and epidural anaesthetics can also cause
gross vasodilation, leading to heat loss
[British Journal of Nursing]
anaesthetic induction /@nosbetik 1n
'dakJan/ noun amethod of inducing anaesthe-
siain a patient
anaesthetic risk /,&enasbetik 'risk/ noun
the risk that an anaesthetic may cause serious
unwanted side effects
anaesthetise /o'niisBatarz/, anaesthetize
verb to produce aloss of feeling in a person or
in part of the person’s body
anaesthetist /o'niisOat1st/ noun a specialist
who administers anaesthetics
anal /'em(9)l/ adjective relating to the anus
anal canal /,emn(a)l ka'nal/ noun a passage
|eading from the rectum to the anus
analeptic /,&na'leptik/ noun a drug used to
make someone regain Consciousness or to
stimulate a patient
anal fissure /,em(9)l 'f1fa/ noun a crack in
the mucous membrane of the wall of the anal
canal
anal fistula/em(a)l 'fistjula/ noun afistula
which develops between the rectum and the
outside of the body after an abscess near the
anus. Also called fistula in ano
analgesia /,e&en(9)l'd3i:zio/ noun areduction
of the feeling of pain without loss of con-
sciousness
analgesic /,@n(o)l'dziizik/ adjective relat-
ing to analgesia @ noun a painkilling drug
which produces analgesia and reduces pyrexia
COMMENT: There are two types of analgesic:
non-opioid such as paracetamol and aspirin
(acetylsalicylic acid), and opioid such as co-
deine phosphate. Opioid analgesics are used
for severe pain relief such as in terminal care,
as cough suppressants and to reduce gut mo-
tility in cases of diarrhoea. Analgesics are
commonly used as local anaesthetics, for ex-
ample in dentistry.
anally /'em(o)li/ adverb through the anus ©
The patient is not able to pass faeces anally.
anal passage /,em(o)l 'pasid3/ noun same
asanus
anal sphincter /em(a)l 'sfipkto/ noun a
strong ring of muscle which closes the anus
anal triangle /,em(a)l 'trarzng(a)l/ noun
the posterior part of the perineum. Also called
rectal triangle
analyse /'®nolaiz/ verb to examine some-
thing in detail O The laboratory is analysing
the blood samples. © When the food was ana-
lysed it was found to contain traces of bacte-
ria. (NOTE: The US spelling is analyze.)
analyser /'&noslaiza/ noun a machine which
analyses blood or tissue samples automatically
(NoTE: The US spelling is analyzer.)
analysis /a'nalasis/ noun an examination of

a substance to find out whag it i aﬁ of .
(NOTE: The plural is an AW WEA) ngﬁgh ro.r
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analyst /'&nalist/ noun 1. a person who ex-
amines samples of substances or tissue, to find
out what they are made of 2. same as psycho-
analyst

anamnesis /,&ena&m'ni:sis/ noun SOmeone's
medical history, especially given in their own
words

anamnestic  /,@nzm'nestik/  adjective
showing a secondary immunological response
to an antigen some time after immunisation
anaphase /'@naferz/ noun astage in cell di-
vision, after the metaphase and before the tel-
ophase

anaphylactic /,@nof1'lektik/ adjective re-
lating to or caused by extreme sensitivity to a
substance

anaphylactic shock /@nafilektik '[ok/
noun a sudden severe reaction, which can be
fatal, to something such as an injected sub-
stance or a bee sting

anaphylaxis /enaf1'leksis/ noun 1. ex-
treme sensitivity to asubstance introduced into
the body 2. same as anaphylactic shock
anaplasia /,2na'pleisia/ noun the loss of a
cell’stypical characteristics, caused by cancer
anaplastic /,eno'plestik/ adjective refer-
ring to anaplasia

anaplastic  neoplasm  /&noplestik
'nizoupleez(a)m/ noun acancer wherethecells
are not similar to those of the tissue from
which they come

anarthria /en'a:0rio/ noun the loss of the
ability to speak words properly

anasarca /,&na'sa:ka/ noun the presence of
fluid in the body tissues. iy oedema
anastomose /o'nestomouz/ verb to join
two blood vessels or tubular structures togeth-
er

anastomosis /o,n&sta'mousis/ noun acon-
nection made between two blood vessels or tu-
bular structures, either naturally or by surgery
anat. abbr 1. anatomical 2. anatomy
anatomical /,z2na'tomik(a)l/ adjective relat-
ing to the anatomy O the anatomical features
of a fetus

anatomical position /@natomik(o)l po
'z1f(9)n/ noun in anatomy, the standard posi-
tion of the body from which all directions and
positions are derived. The body is assumed to
be standing, with the feet together, the arms to
the side, and the head, eyes and palms facing
forward.

anatomy /o'natomi/ noun 1. the structure,
especially theinternal structure, of the body 2.
the branch of science that studies the structure
of the bodies of humans, animals and plants ©
They are studying anatomy. o the anatomy of
a bone adescription of the structure and shape
of abone

ancillary staff /en'silori sta:f/ noun the
staff in a hospital who are not administrators,

doctors or nurses, e.g. cleaners, porters, kitch-
en staff
ancillary worker /en'silori ,w3ika/ noun
someone who does a job for patients such
cooking or cleaning which is supplementary to
medical care
anconeus /ep'kounias/ noun a small trian-
gular muscle at the back of the elbow
Ancylostoma /,eensila'stouma/ noun a par-
asitic worm in the intestine which holds onto
thewall of the intestine with its teeth and lives
on the blood and protein of the carrier
ancylostomiasis  /,@nsilousto'marasis/
noun a disease of which the symptoms are
weakness and anaemia, caused by a hook-
worm which lives on the blood of the carrier.
In severe cases the person may die.
androgen /'@ndrad3on/ noun a male sex
hormone, testosterone or androsterone, which
increases the male characteristics of the body
androgenic /,@endra'd3enik/ adjective pro-
ducing male characteristics
androgynous /,@n'drod3onas/ adjective
same as hermaphrodite
andrology /zn'drolod3i/ noun the study of
male sexual characteristics and subjects such
as impotence, infertility and the male meno-
pause
androsterone /e&n'drostaraun/ noun one of
the male sex hormones
anemia /a'ni:mia/ noun US same as anaemia
anencephalous /.@nen'kefalas/ adjective
having no brain
anencephaly /,@nen'kefali/ noun the ab-
sence of a brain, which causes afetusto diea
few hours after birth
anergy /'enad3i/ noun 1. a state of severe
weakness and lack of energy 2. lack of immu-
nity
anesthesia, etc /,&nas'6i:30/ US same as
anaesthesia, etc
aneurine /a'njuarin/ noun same as Vitamin
Bl
aneurysm /'znjoriz(o)m/ noun a swelling
caused by the weakening of thewall of ablood
vessel
COMMENT: Aneurysm usually occurs in the
wall of the aorta, ‘aortic aneurysm’, and is of-
ten due to atherosclerosis, and sometimes to
syphilis.
angi- /eend3i/ prefix same as angio- (used be-
fore vowels)
angiectasis /,&end3i'ektasis/ noun a swell-
ing of the blood vessels
angiitis /,eend3zi'artis/ noun an inflammation
of ablood vessel
angina /en'dzaina/ noun apain in the chest
following exercise or eating, which is caused
by an inadeguate supply of blo$i to thejheprt
muscles because of narMMHY Gl

0.r
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ankle joint

It iscommonly treated with nitrates or calcium
channel blocker drugs.

anginal /en'dzamal/ adjective referring to
angina O He suffered anginal pains.

angina pectoris /en,d3zamo ‘'pektoris/
noun same asangina

angio- /end3isu/ prefix referring to a blood
vessel

angiocardiogram /,eendziou'ka:diograem/
noun a series of pictures resulting from angi-
ocardiography

angiocardiography /@nd3ziouka:di'pgrafi/
noun an X-ray examination of the cardiac sys-
tem after injection with an opaque dye so that
the organs show up clearly on the film
angiodysplasia /,@endzioudis'plerzio/
noun acondition where the blood vesselsin the
colon dilate, resulting in loss of blood
angiogenesis /,@nd3ziou'dzenasis/ noun
the formation of new blood vessels, e.g. in an
embryo or asaresult of atumour
angiogram /‘end3ziougrem/ noun an X-ray
picture of blood vessels

angiography /,eend3i'ngrafi/ noun an X-ray
examination of blood vessels after injection
with an opaque dye so that they show up clear-
ly onthefilm

angiology /,&nd3i'plad3i/ noun the branch
of medicine which deals with blood vessels
and the lymphatic system

angioma /,2nd3zi'auma/ noun a benign tu-
mour formed of blood vessels, e.g. a naevus
angioneurotic oedema /,&endziounju,rol
tik 1'dizma/ noun a sudden accumulation of
liquid under the skin, similar to nettle rash
angiopathy /,2nd3i'ppabi/ noun adisease of
vessels such as blood and lymphatic vessels
angioplasty /'&nd3iou,plaesti/ noun plastic
surgery to repair a blood vessel, e.g. a nar-
rowed coronary artery

angiosarcoma /,2nd3iousa:'kouma/ noun
amalignant tumour in a blood vessel
angioscope /'znd3zisuskoup/ noun a long
thin surgical instrument threaded into a pa-
tient’s blood vessels to allow surgeons to ob-
serve and perform operations without making
largeincisions

angiospasm /'znd3ziouspaz(e)m/ noun a
spasm which constricts blood vessels
angiotensin /'endzioutensin/ noun a
polypeptide which affects blood pressure by
causi ng vasoconstriction and increasing extra-
cellular volume

COMMENT: The precursor protein, alpha-2-
globulin is converted to angiotensin I, which is
inactive. A converting enzyme changes angi-
otensin | into the active form, angiotensin Il .
Drugs which block the conversion to the ac-
tive form, ACE inhibitors, are used in the treat-
ment of hypertension and heart failure.

angiotensin-converting enzyme inhibi-
tor /,@nd3isutensin kon,v3:tip 'enzaim in

,hibita/ noun adrug which inhibitsthe conver-
sion of angiotensin | to angiotensin I, which
constricts arteries, used in the treatment of hy-
pertension and heart failure. Also called ACE
inhibitor (NoTE: ACE inhibitors have names
ending in -pril: captopril.)
COMMENT: Contraindications include use with
diuretics, when hypotension can occur and
should be avoided in patients with renovascu-
lar disease.
angle-closure glaucoma /,@pgol klouzo
glor'koumo/ noun an unusually high pressure
of fluid inside the eyeball caused by pressure
of the iris against the lens, trapping the ague-
ous humour. Also called acute glaucoma
angular stomatitis /,@pgjulo stoumo
'tartis/ noun acondition of thelips, mouth and
cheeks characterised by cracks and fissures
and caused by abacterial infection
angular vein /'®pgjulo vem/ noun a vein
which continues the facial vein at the side of
the nose
anhedonia /,enhr'dounia/ noun a psycho-
logical condition in which a person is unable
to enjoy all the experiences that most people
enjoy
anhidrosis /,@nhi'drausis/ nounacondition
in which sweating by the body is reduced or
stops completely
anhidrotic /,eenhr'drotik/ adjective referring
to adrug which reduces sweating
anhydraemia /,@nhat'dritmia/ noun alack
of sufficient fluid in the blood
anhydrous /en'haidros/ adjective referring
to compounds or crystals that contain no water
anhydrous alcohol /,&nhaidras '&lkohol/
noun same as absolute alcohol
anidrosis /,&n1'drousis/ noun same as an-
hidrosis
aniridia /,@n1'ridia/ noun a congenital ab-
sence of theiris
anisocytosis /,@narsausar'tousis/ noun a
variation in size of red blood cells
anisomelia /,&naisou'mi:lia/ noun a differ-
encein length of the legs
anisometropia /,@narsouma'troupis/ noun
a state where the refraction in the two eyesis
different
ankle /'epkol/ noun the part of the body
where the foot is connected to the leg o he
twisted his ankle, he sprained his ankle he
hurt it by stretching it or bending it
anklebone /'epkal,boun/ noun same as
talus
ankle jerk /'zpkal d33:k/ noun asudden jerk
as areflex action of the foot when the back of
the ankleis tapped
ankle joint /'epkol dzomt/ noun a joint

which connects the bones of the lower the.
tibiaand fibula) to the\MWsW.rFﬂ(thSﬁM'D.w
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ankyloblepharon

ankyloblepharon /,@pkilau'blefaron/
noun a state where the edges of the eyelids are
stuck together

ankylose /'epkilouz/ verb to fuse together,
or to cause bones to fuse together
ankylosing spondylitis /epkilovzip
spondr'lartis/ noun a condition occurring
more frequently in young men, in which the
vertebrae and sacroiliac joints are inflamed
and become stiff

ankylosis /,@pki'lousis/ noun acondition in
which the bones of ajoint fuse together
Ankylostoma /,epkil'stouvma/ noun same
asAncylostoma

ankylostomiasis /,@pkilousto'marosis/
noun same as ancylostomiasis

ANLL abbr acute nonlymphocytic leukaemia
annular /'znjula/ adjective shaped like aring
annulus /'@njulas/ noun a structure shaped
likearing

ano- /enau/ prefix referring to the anus
anococcygeal /,&enokoksi'dziiol/ adjective
referring to both the anus and coccyx
anodyne /'znadain/ noun a drug which re-
duces pain, e.g. aspirin or codeine B adjective
referring to drugsthat bring relief from pain or
discomfort

anomalous /o'nomoalas/ adjective different
from what is usual

anomalous pulmonary venous drain-
age /o,nomoalas ,palmon(a)ri 'viinas ,drerd
nid3/ noun a condition in which oxygenated
blood from the lungs drains into the right atri-
um instead of the left

anomaly /o'nomoli/ noun something which
isdifferent from the usual

anomie /'@nomi/ noun a psychological con-
dition in which a person develops the feeling
of not being part of the everyday world, and
behaves as though they do not have any sup-
porting socia or moral framework
anonychia /,@na'nikia/ noun a congenital
absence of one or more nails

anopheles /o'nofalizz/ noun a mosguito
which carries the malaria parasite

anoplasty /'emoupleesti/ noun surgery to re-
pair the anus, asin treating haemorrhoids
anorchism /en's:kiz(s)m/ noun a congeni-
tal absence of testicles

anorectal /,emou'rekt(o)l/ adjective refer-
ring to both the anus and rectum

anorectic /,&na'rektik/ noun a medicine
that suppresses the appetite B adjective relat-
ing to life-threatening loss of appetite
anorexia /,&na'reksia/ noun loss of appetite
anorexia nervosa /&na,reksio n3:'vousa/
noun a psychological condition, usually found
in girls and young women, in which a person
refusesto eat because of afear of becoming fat
anorexic /,&na'reksik/ adjective 1. referring
to anorexia 2. having anorexia © The school

has developed a programme of counselling for
anorexic students.

anosmia /&n'pzmia/ noun the lack of the
sense of smell

anovulant /en'pvjolont/ noun a drug that
prevents ovulation, e.g. a birth-control pill
anovular /zn'ovjula/ adjective without an
ovum

anovular bleeding /en,pvjulo 'blizdig/
noun bleeding from the uterus when ovulation
has not taken place

anovulation /&n,pvju'le1f(o)n/ noun acon-
dition in which a women does not ovul ate and
istherefore infertile

anoxaemia /,&nok'sizmia/ noun a reduction
of the amount of oxygen in the blood

anoxia /en'oksia/ noun alack of oxygen in
body tissue

anoxic /zn'pksik/ adjective referring to an-
oxiaor lacking oxygen
anserina/@nsa'raind/ » cutis anserina
antacid /ent'asid/ adjective preventing too
much acid forming in the stomach or altering
the amount of acid in the stomach B noun a
substance that stops too much acid forming in
the stomach, used in the treatment of gastro-
intestinal conditions such as ulcers, e.g. calci-
um carbonate or magnesium trisilicate
antagonism /en'tagoniz(e)m/ noun 1. the
opposing force that usually exists between
pairs of muscles 2. theinteraction between two
or more chemical substances in the body that
reduces the effect that each substance hasindi-
vidually

antagonist /en'teegonist/ adjective 1. refer-
ring to a muscle which opposes another mus-
cle in a movement 2. referring to a substance
which opposes another substance B noun a
substance which acts through specific recep-
tors to block the action of another substance,
but which has no observable physiological ef-
fect itself O Atropine is a cholinergic antago-
nist and blocks the effects of acetylcholine.
ante- /&nti/ prefix before

ante cibum /,&nti 't[tbom, ,a&nti 'sitbom/
adverb full form of a.c.

anteflexion /,@nti'flekfon/ noun the curv-
ing forward of an organ, e.g. the usua curva-
ture of the uterus

antegrade amnesia /@ntigrerd am
'ni:zia/ noun aform of memory lossrelating to
the things that happen after atraumatic event
antemortem /,&@nti'mo:tom/ noun the peri-
od before death

antenatal /,eenti'nert(a)l/ adjective during
the period between conception and childbirth
antenatal clinic /enti'nert(o)l  klinik/
noun a clinic where expectant mothers are
taught how to look after babies, do exercises

and have medical checkups. Also call -
ternity clinic WE?]QT|§T1PFD|F
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antenatal diagnosis /,enti,nert(a)l ,datog
'nousis/ noun a medical examination of a
pregnant woman to see if the fetusis develop-
ing in the usual way. Also called prenatal di-
agnosis
antepartum /,enti'partom/ noun the period
of three months before childbirth m adjective
referring to the three months before childbirth
antepartum haemorrhage /,@ntipaitom
'hemarid3/ noun bleeding from the vagina be-
fore labour. Abbr APH
anterior /en'trorio/ adjective in front. Oppo-
site posterior
anterior aspect /zn,t1orio 'a@spekt/ nouna
view of the front of the body, or of the front of
part of the body. Seeillustration at ANATOMICAL
TERMS in Supplement
anterior chamber /en,trorio 'tfermbo/
noun part of the aqueous chamber of the eye
which isin front of theiris
anterior fontanelle /an,tiorio fonto'nel/
noun the cartilage at the top of the head where
the frontal bone joins the two parietals
anterior jugular /een,trorio 'd3agjule/ noun
asmall jugular vein in the neck
anterior nares /@n,tiorio 'neariiz/ plural
noun the two nostrils. Also caled external
nares
anterior superior iliac spine /&n,traria
su,prorio 'tlizk spain/ noun a projection at
the front end of theiliac crest of the pelvis
anterior synechia /en,trorio si'nekio/
noun a condition of the eye, where the iris
sticks to the cornea
anterograde amnesia/,entorougrerd &m
'ni:zid/ noun a brain condition in which the
person cannot remember things which hap-
pened recently
anteversion /,&nti'va:[(a)n/ noun thetilting
forward of an organ, whether usual, as of the
uterus, or unusual
anthelmintic /,2zn6el'mintik/ noun a sub-
stance which removes worms from the intes-
tine W adjective removing worms from the in-
testine
anthracosis /,@&n0ra'kousis/ noun a lung
disease caused by breathing coal dust
anthrax /'enOraks/ noun a disease of cattle
and sheep which can be transmitted to humans
COMMENT: Caused by Bacillus anthracis, an-
thrax can be transmitted by touching infected
skin, meat or other parts of an animal, includ-
ing bone meal used as a fertiliser. It causes
pustules on the skin or in the lungs, ‘woolsort-
er's disease’.
anthrop- /enOrap/ prefix referring to human
beings
anthropometry /,&en0ro'pomatri/ noun the
study of human body measurements (NOTE:
The uses of anthropometry include the design of
ergonomic furniture and the examination and
comparison of populations.)

anti- /eenti/ prefix against
antiallergenic /entielo'dzenik/ adjective
referring to something such as a cosmetic
which will not aggravate an allergy
antiarrhythmic /antier'rtOmik/ adjective
referring to a drug which corrects an irregular
heartbeat
antiasthmatic /,antizes'meetik/ adjective
referring to a drug that is used to treat asthma
antibacterial /,@ntibak'tiorial/ adjective
destroying bacteria
antibiogram /,2nti'baragreem/ noun alabo-
ratory technique which establishes to what de-
gree an organism is sensitive to an antibiotic
antibiotic /,eentibai'ntik/ adjective stopping
the spread of bacteria ® noun a drug which is
developed from living substances and which
stops the spread of bacteria, e.g. penicillin ©
Hewas given a course of antibiotics. O Antibi-
otics have no effect against viral diseases.
COMMENT: Penicillin is one of the commonest
antibiotics, together with streptomycin, tetra-
cycline, erythromycin and many others. Al-
though antibiotics are widely and successfully
used, new forms of bacteria have developed
which are resistant to them.
antibody /'antibodi/ noun a protein that is
stimulated by the body to produce foreign sub-
stances such as bacteria, as part of an immune
reaction O Tests showed that he had antibodies
in his blood.
antibody-negative /,@ntibndi 'negotiv/
adjective showing none of a particular anti-
body in the blood O The donor tested anti-
body-negative.
antibody-positive /,@ntibodi 'pozitrv/ ad-
Jjective showing the presence of particular anti-
bodiesin the blood O The patient isHIV anti-
body-positive.
anti-cancer drug /,2nti 'kenso drag/ noun
a drug which can control or destroy cancer
cells
anticholinergic /,eentikauli'n3:d31k/ adjec-
tive blocking nerve impul ses which are part of
the stress response B noun one of a group of
drugs which are used to control stress
anticholinesterase /,@ntikoulin'estoreiz/
noun a substance which blocks nerve impulses
by reducing the activity of the enzyme
cholinesterase
anticoagulant /entikou'agjulont/ adjec-
tive Slowing or stopping the clotting of blood m
noun a drug which slows down or stops the
clotting of blood, used to prevent the forma-
tion of a thrombus (NoTE: Anticoagulants have
names ending in -parin: heparin.)
anticonvulsant /,eentikon'vals(o)nt/ adjec-
tive acting to control convulsions B noun a
drug used to control convulsions, as in the
treatment of epilepsy, e.g. carbamazepine

anti-D /,anti 'di/, anti-D gamma- ulin,
Jenti dir ,gemo 'gldN}MVVx!gﬁaﬂ‘rﬂaﬂ'mﬂﬁ:W
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antidepressant

munoglobulin, used to treat pregnant women
who develop antibodies when the mother is
Rh-negative and the fetus is Rh-positive

antidepressant / entidi'pres(o)nt/ adjec-
tive acting to relieve depression B noun a drug
used to relieve depression by stimulating the
mood of adepressed person. Examples are tri-
cyclic antidepressants, selective serotonin re-
uptake inhibitors and monoamine oxidase in-
hibitors.

antidiabetic /,&entidara'betik/ noun a drug
used in the treatment of diabetes m adjective
referring to an antidiabetic drug

antidiarrhoeal /,@ntidaro'riral/ noun adrug
used in the treatment of diarrhoea B adjective
referring to an antidiarrhoeal drug (NoTe: [all
senses] The US spelling is antidiarrheal.)

anti-D immunoglobulin /enti dir mm
junau'globjulim/ noun immunoglobulin ad-
ministered to Rh-negative mothers after the
birth of an Rh-positive baby, to prevent
haemolytic disease of the newborn in the next
pregnancy

antidiuretic / @ntidarju'retik/ noun a sub-
stance which stops the production of excessive
amounts of urine O hormones which have an
antidiuretic effect on the kidneys B adjective
preventing the excessive production of urine

antidiuretic hormone /@ntidarju,retik
'hormoaun/ noun a hormone secreted by the
posterior lobe of the pituitary gland which acts
on the kidneys to regulate the quantity of salt
in body fluids and the amount of urine excret-
ed by the kidneys. Also called vasopressin

antidote /'@ntidaut/ noun a substance which
counteractsthe effect of apoison O Thereisno
satisfactory antidote to cyanide.

antiembolic /,@ntiem'bolik/ adjective pre-
venting embolism

antiemetic /@ntir'metik/ noun a drug
which prevents vomiting B adjective acting to
prevent vomiting

antiepileptic drug /,@ntiepr'leptik drag/
noun a drug used in the treatment of epilepsy
and convulsions, e.g. carbamazepine

antifibrinolytic /,@ntifaibrino'litik/ adjec-
tive acting to reduce fibrosis

antifungal /,2nti'fangal/ adjective referring
to a substance which kills or controls fungal
and yeast infections, e.g. candida and ring-
worm (NoTe: Antifungal drugs have names end-
ing in -conazole: fluconazole.)

antigen /'@ntidzon/ noun a substance that
stimul ates the body to produce antibodies, e.g.
a protein on the surface of a cell or microor-
ganism

antigenic /,@nt1'dzenik/ adjective referring
to a substance which stimulates the formation
of antibodies

antihaemophilic factor /,entihiima'filik
[feektal noun factor VIII, used to encourage
blood-clotting in haemophiliacs. Abbr AHF
antihelminthic /antihel'minbik/ noun a
drug used in the treatment of worm infections
such as threadworm, hookworm or round-
worm

antihistamine /@nti'histomiin/ noun a
drug used to control the effects of an alergy
which releases histamine, or reduces gastric
acid in the stomach for the treatment of gastric
ulcers (NOTE: Antihistamines have names end-
ing in -tidine: loratidine for allergies, cimeti-
dine for gastric ulcers.)

anti-HIV antibody /enti ,ert[ ar vi: 'enti
bodi/ noun an antibody which attacks HIV
antihypertensive / @ntihaipa'tensiv/ ad-
jective acting to reduce blood pressure B noun
adrug used to reduce high blood pressure
anti-inflammatory /,&nti 1n'flemot(o)ri/
adjective referring to a drug which reducesin-
flammation

antilymphocytic serum /entilimfou'sitik
,s1oram/ noun a serum used to produce immu-
nosuppression in people undergoing transplant
operations. Abbr ALS

antimalarial /,eentima'learial/ noun a drug
used to treat malaria and in malaria prophy-
laxis W adjective treating or preventing malaria
antimetabolite /,&ntimo'tebalait/ noun a
substance which can replace a cell metabo-
lism, but which is not active

antimicrobial /,eentimar'kraubial/ adjective
acting against microorganisms that cause dis-
ease

antimigraine /,&nti'maigrein/ noun a drug
used in the treatment of migraine

antimitotic /,@ntimar'totik/ adjective pre-
venting the division of acell by mitosis
antimuscarinic /,@ntimaska'rinik/ adjec-
tive referring to adrug which blocks acetyl cho-
line receptors found on smooth muscle in the
gut and eye

antimycotic /,entimar'kotik/ adjective de-
stroying fungi

antinauseant /,eenti'no:ziont/ adjective re-
ferring to a drug which helps to suppress nau-
sea

antioxidant /,@nti'vksid(e)nt/ noun a sub-
stance which makes oxygen less damaging,
e.g. in the body or in foods or plastics O anti-
oxidant vitamins

antiperistalsis /,aentiper1'stelsis/ noun a
movement in the oesophagus or intestine
which causestheir contents to movein the op-
posite direction to usual peristalsis, so leading
to vomiting

antiperspirant /,enti'paisp(o)ront/ noun a
substance which prevents sweatipg Badj Llj‘ve .
preventing sweating WWW.EﬂgllS/Fl ro.r
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antipruritic /@ntipru'ritik/ noun a sub-
stance which prevents itching m adjective pre-
venting itching
antipsychotic /,@ntisar'kotik/ noun a neu-
roleptic or major tranquilliser drug which
calms disturbed people without causing seda-
tion or confusion by blocking dopamine recep-
torsin the brain
COMMENT: Extrapyramidal side-effects can oc-
cur from the use of antipsychotics, including
Parkinsonian symptoms and restlessness.
antipyretic /,@ntipar'retik/ noun a drug
which helps to reduce a fever B adjective re-
ducing fever
anti-Rh body /,2nti a:r 'ertf ,bodi/ noun an
antibody formed in a mother’s blood in reac-
tion to a Rhesus antigen in the blood of the fe-
tus
antisepsis /,&nt1'sepsis/ noun a procedure
intended to prevent sepsis
antiseptic /,@nt1'septik/ adjective prevent-
ing harmful microorganismsfrom spreading O
She gargled with an antiseptic mouthwash. m
noun a substance which prevents germs grow-
ing or spreading O The nurse painted the
wound with antiseptic.
antiserum /,enti'siorom/ noun % serum
(NOTE: The plural is antisera.)
antisocial /,anti'souf(o)l/ adjective refer-
ring to behaviour which is harmful to other
people
antispasmodic /,@ntispaz'modik/ noun a
drug used to prevent spasms
antitetanus serum /enti'tetonas ,s1orom/
noun a serum which protects a patient against
tetanus. Abbr ATS
antithrombin /enti'Orombin/ noun a sub-
stance present in the blood which prevents
clotting
antitoxic serum /enti'tpksik srorom/
noun an immunising agent, formed of serum
taken from an animal which has developed an-
tibodies to a disease, used to protect a person
from that disease
antitoxin /,@nti'toksin/ noun an antibody
produced by the body to counteract apoisonin
the body
antitragus /,&nti'trergas/ noun asmall pro-
jection on the outer ear opposite the tragus
antituberculous drug /,entitju'ba:kjules
drag/ noun a drug used to treat tuberculosis,
e.g. Isoniazid or rifampicin
antitussive /,enti'tasiv/ noun a drug used
to reduce coughing
antivenin /@nti'venin/, antivenom / anti
'venom/, antivenene /,@ntiva'niin/ noun a
substance which hel ps the body to fight the ef-
fects of a particular venom from a snake or in-
sect hite
antiviral / enti'varral/ adjective referring to
adrug or treatment which stops or reduces the

damage caused by avirus B noun same as an-
tiviral drug
antiviral drug /,znti'varral drag/ noun a
drug which is effective against a virus (NoTE:
Antiviral drugs have names ending in -ciclovir.)
antra /'entra/ plura of antrum
antral /'entral/ adjective referring to an an-
trum
antral puncture /@ntral 'pagktfa/ noun
making a hole in the wall of the maxillary si-
nus to remove fluid
antrectomy /en'trektomi/ noun the surgical
removal of an antrum in the stomach to prevent
gastrin being formed
antroscopy /en'troskopi/ noun an examina
tion of an antrum
antrostomy /een'trostomi/ noun a surgical
operation to make an opening in the maxillary
sinus to drain an antrum
antrum /'antrom/ noun any cavity inside the
body, especially one in bone (NoTE: The plural
is antra.)
anuria /&n'juaria/ noun acondition in which
the patient does not make urine, either because
of a deficiency in the kidneys or because the
urinary tract is blocked
anus /'emos/ noun a short passage after the
rectum at the end of the alimentary canal, lead-
ing outside the body between the buttocks and
through which faeces are passed. Seeillustra-
tion at DIGESTIVE sYSTEM in Supplement, uro-
GENITAL SYSTEM (MALE) in Supplement (NOTE:
For other terms referring to the anus, see anal
and words beginning with ano-.)
anvil /'envil/ noun same asincus
anxiety /ep'zarati/ noun the state of being
very worried and afraid
anxiety disorder /e 'zarati dis,o:do/ noun
amental disorder where someoneis very wor-
ried and afraid, e.g. a phobia
anxiety neurosis /ep'zaroti nju,rousis/
noun a neurotic condition where the patient is
anxious and has morbid fears
anxiolytic /,@pksia'litik/ noun a drug used
in the treatment of anxiety B adjective treating
anxiety
anxious /'zpk[os/ adjective 1. very worried
and afraid O My sister isill — | am anxious
about her. 2. eager O She was anxious to get
home. O | was anxious to see the doctor.
aorta /er'aita/ noun the main artery in the
body, which sends blood containing oxygen
from the heart to other blood vessels around
the body. See illustration at HEART in Supple-
ment
COMMENT: The aorta is about 45 centimetres
long. It leaves the left ventricle, rises where
the carotid arteries branch off, then goes

downwards through the abdomen and divides
into the two iliac arteries. The aorta is the
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aortic /er'oitik/ adjective relating to the aorta
aortic aneurysm /er,o:tik '@njo,riz(e)m/
noun aserious aneurysm of the aorta, associat-
ed with atherosclerosis

aortic arch /er'o:tik a:t [/ noun abendinthe
aortawhich linksthe ascending aortato the de-
scending aorta

aortic hiatus /er,o:tik har'ertas/ noun an
opening in the diaphragm through which the
aorta passes

aortic incompetence Je1,o1t1k
'nkompirt(e)ns/ noun a condition in which
the aortic valve does not close properly, caus-
ing regurgitation

aortic regurgitation /eroitik rr,gs:dzr
'terf(o)n/ noun a backward flow of blood
caused by amalfunctioning aortic valve
aortic sinuses /eroitik 'samnasiz/ plural
noun swellings in the aorta from which the
coronary arteries lead back into the heart itself
aortic stenosis /er,o:tik ste'nousis/ nouna
condition in which the aortic valve is narrow,
caused by rheumatic fever

aortic valve /er,ortik 'valv/ noun a valve
with three flaps, situated at the opening into
the aorta

aortitis /,ero:'tartis/ noun inflammation of
the aorta

aortography /,ero:'tografi/ noun an X-ray
examination of the aorta after an opaque sub-
stance has beeninjected into it

a.p. adverb before a meal. Full form ante
prandium

apathetic /,&po'Oetik/ adjective referring to
a person who takes no interest in anything
apathy /'a&pabi/ noun the condition of not be-
ing interested in anything, or of not wanting to
do anything

aperient /a'prariont/ noun asubstance which
causes a bowel movement, e.g. a laxative or
purgative B adjective causing a bowel move-
ment

aperistalsis /,erpert'stalsis/ noun alack of
the peristaltic movement in the bowel

Apert's syndrome /'ap3:ts sindrovm/
noun a condition in which the skull grows tall
and the lower part of the face is underdevel -
oped

aperture /'&pat o/ noun ahole

apex /'erpeks/ noun 1. the top of the heart or
lung 2. the end of the root of atooth

apex beat /'‘eipeks biit/ noun a heartbeat
which can be felt if the hand is placed on the
heart

Apgar score/'@pga: sko:/ noun amethod of
judging the condition of a newborn baby in
which the baby is given a maximum of two
points on each of five criteria: colour of the
skin, heartbeat, breathing, muscle tone and re-
action to stimuli [Described 1952. After Virginia
Apgar (1909-74), US anaesthesiologist.]

‘...in this study, babies having an Apgar score of
four or less had 100% mortality. The lower the Ap-
gar score, the poorer the chance of surviva’
[Indian Journal of Medical Sciences]
APH abbr antepartum haemorrhage
aphagia /er'ferdzia/ noun a condition in
which a person is unable to swallow
aphakia /er'feikia/ noun the absence of the
crystallinelensin the eye
aphakic fer'feikik/ adjective referring to
aphakia
aphasia /er'feizio/ nounaconditioninwhich
aperson is unable to speak or write, or to un-
derstand speech or writing because of damage
to the brain centres controlling speech
apheresis /,&fa'riis1s/ noun the transfusion
of blood, from which some components have
been removed, back into a patient
aphonia /er'founia/ noun a condition in
which a person is unable to make sounds
aphrodisiac /,&fro'dizizk/ noun a sub-
stance which increases sexual urges B adjec-
tive increasing sexual desire
aphtha /'&f0s/ noun a small white ulcer
which appears in groups in the mouth in peo-
ple who have the fungal condition thrush
(NOTE: The plural is apthae.)
aphthous stomatitis /,&fBos  stoumo
'tartts/ noun canker soreswhich affect the mu-
cous membrane in the mouth
aphthous ulcer /,&f6as 'Alsa/ noun same as
mouth ulcer
apical /'epik(o)l/ adjective situated at the top
or tip of something
apical abscess /,&pik(d)l 'eebses/ noun an
abscessin the socket around the root of atooth
apicectomy /,eepr'sektomi/ noun the surgi-
cal removal of the root of atooth
aplasia /er'ple1zioa/ noun alack of growth of
tissue
aplastic /er'plestik/ adjective unable to de-
velop new cells or tissue
aplastic anaemia /e1plastik o'niimio/
noun anaemia caused by the bone marrow fail-
ing to form red blood cells
apnea /&p'niia/ noun US same asapnoea
apneusis /&'pnuisis/ noun a breathing pat-
tern caused by brain damage, in which each
breath isheld for along time
apnoea /ep'nitd/ noun the stopping of
breathing (NoTE: The US spelling is apnea.)
apnoeic /&p'niik/ adjective where breathing
has stopped (NoTE: The US spelling is apneic.)
apocrine /'®pokrain/ adjective referring to
apocrine glands
apocrine gland /'‘zpokrain gleend/ noun a
gland producing body odour where parts of the
gland’s cells break off with the secretions, e.g.
asweat gland

apocrinitis /,@pokri'nartrs/ npunthe ferma- .
tionofabscessminthewwgﬂﬂrllﬁlp]rﬂ.w
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apolipoprotein E /o polipaprauvtiin 'ix/
noun a compound found in three varieties
which transport lipids within the cell and
across cell membranes, the genes for two of
which are linked with increased risk of Alzhe-
imer’s disease. Abbr ApoE
apomorphine /,@pau'mo:fiin/ noun a sub-
stance that comes from morphine, used to
make a person cough, sleep or be sick (NoTE: It
is administered under the skin and is used to
treat drug overdose, accidental poisoning and
Parkinson’s disease.)
aponeurosis /,@epaunju'rousis/ noun a
band of tissue which attaches muscles to each
other
apophyseal /epa'fiziol/ adjective referring
to apophysis
apophysis /o'pofasis/ noun a growth of
bone, not at ajoint
apophysitis /epofr'sartis/ noun inflamma-
tion of an apophysis
apoplexy /'@papleksi/ noun same as cere-
brovascular accident (dated)
apoptosis /o'poptasis/ noun a form of cell
death that is necessary both to make room for
new cells and to remove cells whose DNA has
been damaged and which may become cancer-
ous
APP abbr amyloid precursor protein
apparatus /,@pa'rertas/ noun equipment
used in alaboratory or hospital © The hospital
hasinstalled new apparatus in the physiother-
apy department. © The blood sample was test-
ed in a special piece of apparatus. (NoTE: No
plural: use a piece of apparatus; some new ap-
paratus.)
appendage /o'pendid3/ noun a part of the
body or piece of tissue which hangs down
from another part
appendectomy /,@pon'dektomi/ noun US
same as appendicectomy
appendiceal /,&epon'disiol/ adjective relat-
ing to the appendix O Thereisa risk of appen-
diceal infection.
appendiceal colic /&pandisial 'kolik/
noun colic caused by an inflamed appendix
appendicectomy /o,pendi'sektomi/ noun
the surgical removal of an appendix
appendicitis /o,pendi'sartis/ noun inflam-
mation of the vermiform appendix
COMMENT: Appendicitis takes several forms.
In acute appendicitis there is a sudden at-
tack of severe pain in the right lower part of
the abdomen, accompanied by a fever. Acute
appendicitis usually requires urgent surgery.
In chronic appendicitis, the appendix is
slightly inflamed, giving a dull pain or a feeling
of indigestion over a period of time (a ‘grum-
bling appendix’).
appendicular /,zpan'dikjule/ adjective 1.
referring to body parts which are associated
with thearmsand legs 2. relating to the appen-
dix

appendicular skeleton /azpon'dikjulo
,skelit(a)n/ noun part of the skeleton, formed
of the pelvic girdle, pectora girdle and the
bones of the arms and legs. Compare axial
skeleton

appendix /o'pendiks/ noun 1. a small tube
attached to the caescum which serves no func-
tion but can become infected, causing appen-
dicitis. Also called vermiform appendix. See
illustration at bIGESTIVE sYSTEM in Supplement
2. any small tube or sac hanging from an organ
apperception /,&pa'sepf(o)n/ noun the
conscious recognition of a stimulus

appetite /'@pitart/ noun the feeling of want-
ing food o good appetite interest in eating
food o loss of appetite becoming uninterested
in eating food

applanation tonometry /e&plo,neif(o)n to
'nomatri/ noun the measuring of the thickness
of the cornea

appliance /a'platons/ noun a piece of appa
ratus used on the body O He was wearing a
surgical appliance to support his neck.
application /e&pli'kerf(d)n/ noun 1. the
process of putting a medication or bandage on
a body part © Two applications of the lotion
should be made each day. 2. the process of ask-
ing officially for something, usually in writing
O If you are applying for the job, you must fill
in an application form.

applicator /'@plikerta/ noun an instrument
for applying a substance

appointment /o'pomtmont/ noun an ar-
rangement to see someone at a particular time
O | have an appointment with the doctor or to
see the doctor on Tuesday.

apposition /,&epa'zif(a)n/ noun 1. the rela
tive positioning of two things 2. cell growthin
which layers of new material are deposited on
existing ones

appraisal /o'preiz(a)l/ noun a judgment or
opinion on something or somebody, especially
onewhich decides how effective or useful they
are

apprehension /,zpri‘henfon/ noun a feel-
ing of anxiety or fear that something bad or un-
pleasant will happen

approach /a'prout [/ noun 1. away of dealing
with a problem © The authority has adopted a
radical approach to the problem of patient
waiting lists. 2. a method used by a surgeon
when carrying out an operation

approve /o'pru:v/ verb O to approve of
something to think that something isgood O |
don’t approve of patientsstaying in bed. © The
Medical Council does not approve of this new
treatment.

apraxia fer'praksio/ noun a condition in
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apyrexia/,erpar'reksia/ noun the absence of
fever

apyrexial / eipar'reksial/ adjective no longer
having any fever

aqua /'eekwal noun water

aqueduct /'akwidakt/ noun a tube which
carries fluid from one part of the body to an-
other

aqueduct of Sylvius /,@kwidakt ov 'silvios/
noun same as cerebral aqueduct

aqueous /'ertkwias, '&kwias/ adjective re-
ferring to a solution made with water ® noun a
fluid in the eye between the lens and the cor-
nea

aqueous humour /,etkwias 'hjurmoa/ noun
same as aqueous. see illustration at eve in
Supplement

AR abbr attributable risk

arachidonic acid /o,rekidonik ‘'esid/
noun an essential fatty acid

arachnidism /o'reeknidiz(a)m/ noun poi-
soning by the bite of a spider
arachnodactyly /o ,reknouv'daektili/ noun a
congenital condition in which the fingers and
toes are long and thin

arachnoid /a'reeknord/ noun the middle of
the three membranes covering the brain.
dura mater

arachnoiditis /o, r&eknor'daitis/ noun in-
flammation of the arachnoid

arachnoid mater /o'raeeknord ,merta/, arach-
noid membrane /o'reeknoid ,membrein/ noun
same as arachnoid

arachnoid villi /o,reknord 'vilav/ plural
noun villi in the arachnoid which absorb cere-
brospinal fluid

arborisation /,a:borar'zeif(o)n/, arboriza-
tion noun the branching ends of some nerve fi-
bres, of a motor nerve in muscle fibre or of
venules, capillaries and arterioles

arbor vitae /,a:ba 'varti:/ noun the structure
of the cerebellum or of the uterus which looks
likeatree

arbovirus /'a:bou, vairas/ nounavirustrans-
mitted by blood-sucking insects

arc /a:k/ noun 1. anerve pathway 2. part of a
curved structure in the body

ARC abbr AIDS-related complex or AIDS-re-
lated condition

arc eye /'atk ar/ noun temporary painful
blindness caused by ultraviolet rays, especialy
inarc welding

arch /a:t [/ noun a curved part of the body, es-
pecially under the foot

arch- /a:t [/ prefix chief, most important
arcuate /'a:kjuat/ adjective arched

arcuate artery /'arkjuot ,artori/ noun a
curved artery in the foot or kidney

arcuate ligaments /'a:kjuot artori/ plural
noun three ligaments forming afibrous arch to
which the diaphragm is attached

arcus /'atkas/ noun an arch

arcus senilis /,aikas sa'nailis/ noun an
opague circle around the cornea of the eye
which can develop in old age

ARDS /a:dz/ abbr adult respiratory distress
syndrome

areata /,@ri'erta/ noun » alopecia areata
areola /a'rirala/ noun 1. the coloured part
round anipple 2. in the eye, the part of theiris
closest to the pupil

areolar tissue /o'rialo t1fui/ noun atype of
connective tissue

arginine /'ardzmniin/ noun an amino acid
which helps the liver form urea

argon laser /'a:gon ,le1za/ noun alaser used
in sealing blood vessels and destroying specif-
ic lesions

Argyll Robertson pupil /a:,gail 'robatson
.pjuip(®)l/ noun a condition of the eye, in
which the lens is able to focus but the pupil
does not react to light. It is a symptom of terti-
ary syphilis or of locomotor ataxia.
ariboflavinosis  /er,raibouflervi'noausis/
noun a condition caused by not having enough
vitamin B,. The symptoms are very oily skin
and hair and small cuts in the mouth.

arm /aim/ noun the part of the body from the
shoulder to the hand, formed of the upper arm,
the elbow and the forearm O She broke her
arm skiing. O Lift your arms up above your
head. (NoTE: For other terms referring to the arm
see words beginning with brachi-, brachio-.)
arm bones /'a:m baunz/ plural noun the hu-
merus, the ulna and the radius

armpit /'axmpit/ noun the hollow under the
shoulder, between the upper arm and the body,
where the upper arm joins the shoulder, con-
taining several important blood vessels, lymph
nodes and sweat glands. Also called axilla
arm sling /'axm sliy/ noun a support for an
injured arm that preventsit from moving by ty-
ing it against the chest

Arnold-Chiari malformation /,a:nald ki
‘eori melfor,merf(e)n/ noun a congenital
condition in which the base of the skull ismal-
formed, allowing parts of the cerebellum into
the spinal canal [Described 1894. After Julius A.
Arnold (1835-1915), Professor of Pathological
Anatomy at Heidelberg, Germany, and Hans von
Chiari (1851-1916), Professor of Pathological
Anatomy at Strasbourg and later at Prague,
Czech Republic.]

aromatherapist /o,roumo'Oerapist/ noun a
person specialising in aromatherapy
aromatherapy /o,rovma'0erapi/ noun treat-
ment to relieve tension and promote wellbeing
in which fragrant oils and creams containing
plant extracts are massaged into the skin

arousal /o'ravz()l/ noun 1.feelin d .
physical signs of wu&VWeEﬂgﬂlkgmﬂﬂllr
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articular cartilage

waking up from sleep, unconsciousness or a
drowsy state
arrector pili /o,rekto 'parlar ,mas(a)l/ noun
a small muscle which contracts and makes the
hair on the skin stand up when someoneiscold
or afraid
arrest /a'rest/ noun the stopping of a bodily
function. o cardiac arrest
arrhythmia /o'ridOmis/ noun avariationin the
rhythm of the heartbeat
‘Cardiovascular effects may include atria arrhyth-
mias but at 30°C there is the possibility of spontane-
pus]ventricular fibrillation’ [British Journal of Nurs-
Ing
arrhythmic /o'r1dmik/ adjective (of a heart-
beat or breathing) rhythmically irregular. ¢ an-
tiarrhythmic
arsenic /'aisnik/ noun a chemica element
which forms poisonous compounds such as ar-
senic trioxide and which was formerly used in
some medicines (NoTE: The chemical symbol is
As.)
ART abbr assisted reproductive technology
artefact /'artifaekt/ noun something which is
made or introduced artificially
arter- /a:to/ prefix same as arterio- (used be-
fore vowels)
arterial /ax'tioriol/ adjective relating to arter-
ies O arterial supply to the brain the supply
of blood to the brain by the internal carotid ar-
teries and the vertebral arteries
arterial bleeding /a: tiorial 'blizdig/ noun
bleeding from an artery
arterial block /a:'trarial blok/ noun the
blocking of an artery by ablood clot
arterial blood /a:'t1arial blad/ noun sameas
oxygenated blood
arterial haemorrhage faz trarial
'hem(a)r1d3/ noun a haemorrhage of bright
red blood from an artery
arteriectomy /a:,trori'ektomi/ noun the sur-
gical removal of an artery or part of an artery
arterio- /artioriou/ prefix referring to arteries
arteriogram /a:'troriougreem/ noun an X-
ray photograph of an artery, taken after injec-
tion with an opaque dye
arteriography /a: tiori'vgrofi/ noun the
work of taking X-ray photographs of arteries
after injection with an opagque dye
arteriole /a:'trorioul/ noun a very small ar-
tery
arteriopathy /a: tiari'opafi/ noun a disease
of an artery
arterioplasty /a:'trarisupleesti/ noun plastic
surgery to make good a damaged or blocked
artery
arteriorrhaphy /az, trori'airafi/ noun the act
of stitching an artery
arteriosclerosis  /a:,troriouskla'rousrs/
noun the arterial disease atherosclerosis
(dated)

arteriosus /ax,trari'ousas/ nouny ductus ar-
teriosus
arteriotomy /az tiori'ntomi/ noun a punc-
ture made in thewall of an artery
arteriovenous /a: troriou'viinas/ adjective
referring to both an artery and avein
arteritis /,a:ta'rartis/ noun inflammation of
thewalls of an artery
artery /'artori/ noun a blood vessel taking
blood from the heart to the tissues of the body
COMMENT: In most arteries the blood has been
oxygenated in the lungs and is bright red in
colour. In the pulmonary artery, the blood is
deoxygenated and so is darker. The arterial
system begins with the aorta which leaves the
heart and from which all the arteries branch.
arthr- /a:0r/ prefix same as arthro- (used be-
fore vowels)
arthralgia /a:'Oraeld3a/ noun painin ajoint
arthrectomy /a:'Orektomi/ noun the surgical
removal of ajoint
arthritic /a:'0ritik/ adjective affected by or
relating to arthritis O She has an arthritic hip.
B noun a person suffering from arthritis
arthritis /a:'Orartis/ noun a painful inflam-
mation of ajoint. ) osteoarthritis, rheumatoid
arthritis, reactive arthritis
arthro- /a:0rauv/ prefix referring to ajoint
arthroclasia /,a:0rau'klerza/ noun removal
of ankylosisin ajoint
arthrodesis /,a:0rauv'dirsis/ noun a surgical
operation in which ajoint isfused in position,
so preventing pain from movement
arthrodynia /,a:0rou'dmis/ noun pain in a
joint
arthrogram /'a:0rougraem/ noun an X-ray of
theinside of adamaged joint
arthrography /a:'0rografi/ noun X-ray pho-
tography of ajoint
arthrogryposis /,a:0rougr1'pausis/ noun a
group of disorders in which movement be-
comes progressively restricted
arthropathy /a:'0ropa0i/ noun adiseasein a
joint
arthroplasty /'a:0rouplaesti/ noun asurgical
operation to repair or replace ajoint
arthroscope /'aiBrouskoup/ noun an instru-
ment which isinserted into the cavity of ajoint
to inspect it
arthroscopy /a:'0roskapi/ noun aprocedure
to examine theinside of ajoint by means of an
arthroscope
arthrosis /a:'0rousis/ noun the degeneration
of ajoint
arthrotomy /a:'Orotomi/ noun a procedure
that involves cutting into a joint to drain pus
articular /ar'tikjule/ adjective referring to
joints
articular cartilage /a: tikjulo 'kartolidz/
noun a layer of cartilage at the end .of jabone.
where it forms ajoin?ﬁi/ fﬂ@ " BE:Il
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articular facet

illustration at BONE STRUCTURE in Supplement,
SYNOVIAL JOINT in Supplement

articular facet /a: tikjulo 'feesit/ noun the
point at which arib articulates with the spine
articular process /a:tikjulo ‘prouses/
noun a piece of bone which sticks out of the
neural arch in a vertebra and links with the
next vertebra

articulate /a:'tikjoulert/ verb to be linked
with another bonein ajoint

articulating bone /a:'tikjulertin boun/
noun abone which forms ajoint

articulating  process  /a:'tikjulertip
,prouses/ noun same as articular process
articulation /az,tikju'lerf(e)n/ noun a joint
or series of joints

artificial /,aitr'fif(o)l/ adjective 1. made by
humans and not a natural part of the body O
artificial cartilage O artificial kidney O artifi-
cial leg 2. happening not as a natural process
but through action by a doctor or another per-
son or amachine O artificial feeding
artificial insemination /a:tifif(e)l
,semr'neif(a)n/ noun the introduction of se-
men into awoman'’s uterus by artificial means
artificial insemination by donor /a:itid
fif(s)l msemr,nerf(o)n bar 'dovna/ noun
same asdonor insemination. Abbr AID
artificial insemination by husband /
,a:tifif(e)l msemi neif(o)n bar 'hazbond/
noun artificial insemination using the semen of
the husband. Abbr AIH

artificial lung /,a:tifif(a)l 'lag/ noun a ma-
chine through which a person’s deoxygenated
blood is passed to absorb oxygen to take back
to the bloodstream

artificial pneumothorax /a:tifif(s)l
njurmou'Ooiraeks/ noun a former method of
treating tuberculosis, in which air was intro-
duced between the layers of the pleurato make
the lung collapse

artificial respiration /,a:tiff(o)l ,respr'rel
1f(9)n/ noun a way of reviving someone who
has stopped breathing, e.g. mouth-to-mouth
resuscitation

artificial rupture of membranes /a:t1
fif(9)l ,raptfor ov 'membreinz/ noun the
breaking of the amniotic sac with an amni-
hook, so releasing the amniotic fluid
artificial ventilation /a:tifif(e)l ,ventr
'lerf(a)n/ noun breathing which is assisted or
controlled by a machine

arytenoid /er1'tiinoid/ adjective located at
the back of the larynx

arytenoid cartilage /eerr'tiinord | ka:tilidz/
nounasmall cartilage at the back of the larynx
arytenoidectomy  /ar1,tiinoid'ektomi/
noun an operation to remove the arytenoid car-
tilage

ashestosis /,&sbe'stousis/ noun a disease
of the lungs caused by inhaling asbestos dust

COMMENT: Asbestos was formerly widely used
in cement and cladding and other types of fire-
proof construction materials. It is now recog-
nised that asbestos dust can cause many lung
diseases, leading in some cases to forms of
cancer.
ascariasis /,e&esko'rarosis/ noun a disease of
the intestine and sometimes the lungs, caused
by infestation with Ascaris lumbricoides
Ascaris lumbricoides /,askoris lambri
'kordiiz/ noun a type of large roundworm
which isaparasite in the human intestine
ascending /o'sendiy/ adjective going up-
wards
ascending aorta /o,sendiy er's:to/ noun
the first section of the aorta as it leaves the
heart and turns upwards. Compare descend-
ing aorta
ascending colon /o sendiy 'koulon/ noun
the first part of the colon which goes up the
right side of the body from the caecum. Com-
pare descending colon. See illustration at pi-
GESTIVE SYSTEM in Supplement
Aschoff nodules /'&fof  ,nodju:lz/,
Aschoff's nodules /'&[pfs nodju:lz/ plural
noun nodules which are formed mainly in or
near the heart in rheumatic fever
ascites /a'sartiiz/ noun an unusual accumu-
lation of fluid from the blood in the peritoneal
cavity, occurring in heart and kidney failure or
as aresult of malignancy
ascorbic acid /a,sko:bik 'esid/ noun same
as Vitamin C
COMMENT: Ascorbic acid is found in fresh fruit,
especially oranges and lemons and in vegeta-
bles. Lack of Vitamin C can cause anaemia
and scurvy.
ASD abbr autistic spectrum disorders
-ase /leiz, ers/ suffix enzyme
asepsis /er'sepsis/ noun the absence of mi-
croorganisms which cause infection, usually
achieved by sterilisation
aseptic /er'septik/ adjective sterilised, or in-
volving sterilisation, and therefore without in-
fection
aseptic surgery /er,septik 's3:dzori/ noun
surgery using sterilised equipment, rather than
relying on antiseptic drugs to kill harmful mi-
croorganisms. Compare antiseptic
aseptic technigque /erseptik tek'nitks/
noun amethod of doing something using ster-
ilised equipment
asexual /er'sek [ual/ adjective not sexual, not
involving sexual intercourse
asexual reproduction fer,sekfual riipro
'dak[(e)n/ noun reproduction of a cell by
cloning
Asian flu /,e13(s)n 'flu:/ nounw flu
-asis /as1s/ » -iasis
asleep /a'slitp/ adjective sleeping O The pa-

tient is aseep and must not pe disturked. .
(NOTE: Asleep cannot be%W:Wl.Eﬁﬂi Slhﬁgﬂ.”'
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the patient is asleep but a sleeping patient.) O
shefell asleep she began to deep o fast asleep
sleeping deeply

asparagine /o'sperad3imn/ noun an amino
acid

aspartame /o'spa:term/ noun a protein pro-
duced from aspartic acid, used to make sub-
stances sweeter

aspartate aminotransferase /o, spa:tert o
,mi:nav'trensfareiz/ noun an enzyme found
in heart muscle, liver cells, skeletal muscle
cells and some other tissues. It is used in the
diagnosis of liver disease and heart attacks.
aspartic acid /o,spaitik 'esid/ nmoun an
amino acid

aspect /'‘espekt/ noun a direction from
which the body is viewed, e.g. the view from
above is the ‘ superior aspect’

Asperger’s syndrome /'asp3:d3oz ,sin
droum/ noun a developmental disorder char-
acterised by difficulty in social interaction and
a restricted range of interests, more common
in boys than girls [Described 1944. After Hans
Asperger (1906-80), Austrian psychiatrist.]
aspergillosis /,@sp3a:d3i'lousis/ noun in-
fection of the lungs with the fungus Aspergil-
lus

aspermia /er'sp3:mia/ noun the absence of
sperm in semen

asphyxia /es'fiksio/ noun a condition in
which someone is prevented from breathing,
e.g. by strangulation or breathing poisonous
gas, and therefore cannot take oxygen into the
bloodstream

asphyxia neonatorum /ees fiksio ,niroun!
er'torrom/ noun failure to breathe in a new-
born baby

asphyxiate /es'fiksiert/ verb to prevent
someone from breathing, or be prevented from
breathing O An unconscious patient may be-
come asphyxiated or may asphyxiate if left ly-
ing on his back. » suffocate

asphyxiation /es fiksi'eif(o)n/ noun the
state of being prevented from breathing, or the
act of preventing someone from breathing. o
suffocation

aspirate /'a@sprrert/ verb 1. to remove liquid
or gas by suction from a body cavity 2. to in-
hale something, especialy a liquid, into the
lungs

aspiration /,&spr'reif(9)n/ noun 1. the act of
removing fluid from a cavity in the body, often
using ahollow needle 2. same asvacuum suc-
tion

aspiration pneumonia /aspirerf(a)n
njui'mounia/ noun a form of pneumonia in
which infected matter is inhaled from the
bronchi or oesophagus

aspirator /'asprirerta/ noun an instrument
used to suck fluid out of a cavity such as the
mouth or the site of an operation

aspirin /'asprm/ noun a common pain-kill-
ing drug, or atablet containing this drug. Also
called acetylsalicylic acid

assay /'esel, a'sel/ noun the testing of asub-
stance. iy bioassay, immunoassay
assimilate /o'simi,lert/ verp to take into the
body’s ti ssues substances which have been ab-
sorbed into the blood from digested food
assimilation /o,simr'lerf(a)n/ noun the ac-
tion of assimilating food substances
assistance /a'sist(o)ns/ noun help
assistant /o'sist(o)nt/ noun a person who
helps someone, usually as ajob

assisted conception /o,sistid kon
'sepf(o)n/, assisted reproduction /9,s1stid
ritpra'dak f(s)n/ noun the use of atechnique
such asinvitro fertilisation to help someone to
become pregnant

assisted respiration /o,sistid respa'rel
1f(9)n/ noun the use of a machine to help
breathing

assisted suicide /o,s1st1d 'suisard/ noun
the suicide of someone who is terminaly ill
with the help of a doctor or friend at the re-
quest of the person who is dying

associate /a'sausiert/ verb to berelated to or
connected with something O side effectswhich
may be associated with the drug © The condi-
tion is often associated with diabetes.
associate nurse /o9,sousiot 'n3is/ noun a
nurse who assists a primary nurse by carrying
out agreed care for someone based on a plan
designed by a primary nurse

association area /o,sousi'erf(o)n ,eario/
noun an area of the cortex of thebrainwhichis
concerned with relating stimuli coming from
different sources

association neuron /a,sousi'erf(e)n
njuaron/ noun a neuron which links an asso-
ciation areato the main parts of the cortex
association tract /o,sousi'erf(o)n trakt/
noun one of the tracts which link areas of the
cortex in the same cerebral hemisphere
asthenia /es'0iinia/ noun a condition in
which someone is weak and does not have any
strength

asthenic /es'Oenik/ adjective referring to a
general condition in which someone has no
strength and no interest in things
asthenopia /,@s01'noupio/ noun same as
eyestrain

asthma /'@sma/ noun alung condition char-
acterised by narrowing of the bronchial tubes,
in which the muscles go into spasm and the
person hasdifficulty breathing. ¢ cardiac asth-
ma

asthmatic /s'meetik/ adjective having the
lung disease asthma, or relating to asthma O
He has an asthmatic attack every spring. o

acute asthmatic attack a den.at of .
2ethima B noun & persoW WhY TEHGRIBIRE 0.
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asthmatic bronchitis

asthmatic bronchitis /&s,matik brog
'kartis/ noun asthma associated with bronchi-
tis

asthmaticus /es'metikos/ adjective » sta-
tus asthmaticus

astigmatic /,@stig'meetik/ adjective refer-
ring to astigmatism o heis astigmatic he has
astigmatism

astigmatism /a'stigmatiz(s)m/ noun acon-
dition in which the eye cannot focus vertical
and horizontal lines simultaneously, leading to
blurring of vision

astragalus /o'straegalos/ noun an old name
for the talus (anklebone)

astringent /o'strindzont/ noun a substance
which makes the skin tissues contract and
harden m adjective referring to an astringent
astrocyte /'@strosart/ noun a star-shaped
cell of the connectivetissue of the nervous sys-
tem

astrocytoma/ estrasal'tovma/ noun atype
of brain tumour which develops slowly in the
connective tissue of the nervous system
asymmetric /,ees1'metrik/ adjective shaped
or arranged so that the two sides do not match
or balance each other

asymmetry /e'simotri/ noun a state in
which the two sides of the body or of an organ
do not resemble each other

asymptomatic /,ersimpto'maetik/ adjective
not showing any symptoms of disease
asynclitism /ee'sigklitiz(o)m/ nounin child-
birth, a situation in which the head of the baby
entersthe vaginaat an angle

asynergia /@s1'n3:d3o/, asynergy /&
'sinad3i/ noun awkward movements and bad
coordination, caused by a disorder of the cere-
bellum. Also called dyssynergia

asystole /er'sistali/ noun astatein which the
heart has stopped beating

ataractic /,&to'rektik/ noun a drug which
has a calming effect B adjective calming
ataraxia /@to'reksio/, ataraxis /,&to
'reeksris/ noun the state of being calm and not
worrying

ataraxic /,&to'reeksik/ noun, adjective same
asataractic

ataxia /o'taksia/ noun afailure of the brainto
control movements

ataxic /o'teksik/ adjective having ataxia, or
relating to ataxia

ataxic gait /o, teeksik 'gert/ noun a way of
walking in which the person walks unsteadily
due to adisorder of the nervous system

ataxy /o'teksi/ noun same as ataxia
atelectasis /,&ta'lektasis/ noun the failure
of alung to expand properly

atenolol /a'tenslpl/ noun adrug used in con-
trolling blood pressure and angina
ateriovenous malformation /a: troriou
,virnas meaelfa:'merf(s)n/ noun aconditionin

which the arteriesand veinsin the brain are not
properly formed, leading to strokes or epilep-
sy. Abbr AVM
atherogenesis /,@0erouv'd3enisis/ nounthe
formation of fatty deposits (atheromas) in ar-
teries
atherogenic /,&0arouv'dzenik/ adjective re-
ferring to something which may produce
atheroma
atheroma /,&0a'roumoa/ noun thickening of
thewallsof an artery by deposits of afatty sub-
stance such as cholesterol
atheromatous /,&85'romotos/ adjective re-
ferring to atheroma
atherosclerosis /,&0arouskla'rousis/ noun
acondition in which deposits of fats and min-
eralsform on the walls of an artery, especialy
the aorta or one of the coronary or cerebral ar-
teries, and prevent blood from flowing easily
atherosclerotic /,&0arousklo'rotik/ adjec-
tive referring to atherosclerosis
atherosclerotic plaque /,&@0srousklorntik
'pleek/ noun adeposit on the walls of arteries
athetosis /,209'tousis/ noun repeated slow
movements of the limbs, caused by abrain dis-
order such as cerebral palsy
athlete’s foot /,&6liits 'fut/ noun an infec-
tious skin disorder between the toes, caused by
afungus. Also called tinea pedis
atlas /'ztlos/ noun the top vertebra in the
spine, which supports the skull and pivots on
the axis or second vertebra
atmospheric  pressure /@tmosferik
'prefa/ noun the pressure of the air on the sur-
face of the Earth
COMMENT: Disorders due to variations in at-
mospheric pressure include mountain sick-
ness and caisson diseases.
atomic cocktail /o,tomik 'kokterl/ noun a
radioactive substance in liquid form, used to
diagnose or treat cancer (informal)
atomiser /'ztomaiza/ noun an instrument
which sprays liquid in the form of very small
drops like mist. Also called nebuliser
atonic /er'tonik/ adjective referring to lack of
muscle tone or tension
atony /'atoni/ noun alack of tone or tension
in the muscles
atopen /'aztopen/ noun an alergen which
causes an atopy
atopic /er'topik/ adjective referring to condi-
tions arising from an inherited tendency to re-
act to specific allergens, asin hay fever, some
skin conditions and asthma
atopic eczema /e1topik 'eksima/, atopic
dermatitis /er,topik daimoa'taitis/ noun a
type of eczema often caused by ahereditary al-
lergy
atopy /'atopi/ noun ahereditary alergic reac-

tion . .
ATP abbradenosinetridh(ﬁﬂalgﬂgllShPFD.W


www.EnglishPro.ir

audi-

atracurium /,@tro'kjusriom/ noun a drug
used as arelaxant
atresia /o'trizzia/ noun an unusual closing or
absence of atube in the body
atretic /o'tretik/ adjective referring to atresia
atretic follicle /o,tretik 'folik(a)l/ noun the
scarred remains of an ovarian follicle
atri- /ertri/ prefix referring to an atrium
atria /'ertrio/ plural of atrium
atrial /'ertriol/ adjective referring to one or
both of the atria of the heart
atrial fibrillation /ertriol faibrr'lerf(a)n/
noun a rapid uncoordinated fluttering of the
atria of the heart, which causes an irregular
heartbeat
atrial septal defect /ertrial 'sept(d)l
(di:fekt/ noun acongenital condition in which
ahole in the wall between the two atria of the
heart allows blood to flow through the heart
and lungs. Compare ventricular septal defect
atrioventricular /ertriovven'trikjolo/ ad-
jective referring to the atria and ventricles
atrioventricular  bundle /ertriouven
trikjolo 'band(d)l/ noun a bundle of modi-
fied cardiac muscle which conducts impulses
from the atrioventricular node to the septum
and then dividesto connect with the ventricles.
Also called AV bundle, bundle of His
atrioventricular  groove /ertriouven
trikjuls 'gruiv/ noun agroove round the out-
side of the heart, showing the division between
the atria and ventricles
atrioventricular node /ztriouven'trikjulo
naud/ noun amass of conducting tissue in the
right atrium of the heart, which continues as
the atrioventricular bundle and passes impuls-
es from the atria to the ventricles. Also called
AV node
at-risk /ot 'r1sk/ adjective exposed to danger
or harm of some kind O at-risk children
atrium /'ertriom/ noun 1. one of the two up-
per chambers in the heart. See illustration at
HEART in Supplement 2. a cavity in the ear be-
hind the eardrum (NoTe: The plural is atria.)
COMMENT: The two atria in the heart both re-
ceive blood from veins. The right atrium re-
ceives venous blood from the superior and in-
ferior venae cavae and the left atrium receives
oxygenated blood from the pulmonary veins.
atrophic cirrhosis /& trofik si'rousis/
noun advanced portal cirrhosis in which the
liver has become considerably smaller and
clumps of new cells are formed on the surface
of the liver where fibrous tissue has replaced
damaged liver cells. Also called hobnail liver
atrophic gastritis /a trofik gee'strartis/
noun inflammation of the stomach caused by
being unable to produce enough acid to kill
bacteria
atrophic vaginitis /e trofik ,vaed3i'nartis/
noun inflammation, thinning and shrinking of

the tissues of the vagina caused by a lack of
oestrogen

atrophy /'ztrofi/ noun the wasting of an or-
gan or part of the body ® verb (of an organ or
part of the body) to waste away

atropine /'etropiin/ noun an akaloid sub-
stance derived from the poisonous plant bella-
donna and used, among other things, to en-
large the pupil of the eye, to reduce saivary
and bronchial secretions during anaesthesia
and as a muscarinic antagonist

ATS /et tit 'es/ abbr antitetanus serum
attack /o'taek/ noun a sudden occurrence of
an illness O He had an attack of fever. © She
had two attacks of laryngitis during the winter.
attempted suicide /o,temptid 'suirsard/
noun an unsuccessful attempt to kill oneself
attending physician /,9,tendiy fr'zif(e)n/
noun a doctor who islooking after a particular
patient O He was referred to the hypertension
unit by his attending physician.

attention deficit disorder /o,tenfon 'de
fisit dis,o:do/ noun a condition in which a
person is unable to concentrate, does things
without considering their actions properly and
has little confidence. It occurs mainly in chil-
dren. Abbr ADD

attention deficit hyperactivity disorder
/o,tenfon  defrsit  harporek'trviti dis
,o:da/ noun aconditioninwhich achild hasan
inability to concentrate and shows disruptive
behaviour. Abbr ADHD

attention deficit syndrome /5,tenfon 'de
fisit ,sindrovm/ noun same as attention defi-
cit disorder

attenuation /o,tenju'erf(s)n/ noun areduc-
tion in the effect or strength of something such
as a virus, either because of environmental
conditions or as aresult of alaboratory proce-
dure

atticotomy /,&t1'kntomi/ noun the removal
of thewall intheinner ear. Also called cortical
mastoidectomy

attitude /'etitjurd/ noun 1. an opinion or
general feeling about something O a positive
attitude towards the operation 2. a way of
standing or sitting

attributable risk /o tribjutab(o)l 'risk/
noun a measure of the excess risk of disease
dueto exposureto aparticular risk. The excess
risk of bacteriuria in oral contraceptive users
attributabl e to the use of oral contraceptivesis
1,566 per 100,000. Abbr AR

attrition /o'trif(9)n/ noun the condition of
being worn away, as may be caused by friction
O Examination showed attrition of two exten-
sor tendons.

atypical /er'tipik(a)l/ adjective not usual or
expected O an atypical renal cyst

ey W ERG TR
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audible limits /,0:dab(a)l 'limits/ plural
noun upper and lower limits of the sound fre-
quencies which can be heard by humans
audio- /ordiou/ prefix referring to hearing or
sound

audiogram /'ordiougrem/ noun a graph
drawn by an audiometer

audiologist /,0:di'plod31st/ noun a special-
ist who dealsin the treatment of hearing disor-
ders

audiology /,0:di'plad3zi/ noun the scientific
study of hearing, especially for diagnosing and
treating hearing loss

audiometer /,0:di'bmito/ noun an apparatus
for testing heanng, especialy for testing the
range of sounds that the human ear can detect
audiometry /,o:di'pmatri/ noun the science
of testing hearing

audit /'ordrt/ noun a check on figures, scien-
tific data or procedures O a medical audit re-
garding the outpatient appointment system
audit cycle /'odrt saik(9)l/ noun the cycle
in which medical topics are selected for re-
view, observation and comparison with agreed
standards and changes are decided on
auditory /'o:dit(o)ri/ adjective relating to
hearing

auditory acuity /,o:dit(o)ri o'kjurrti/ noun
the ability to hear sounds clearly

auditory canals /,o:drt(9)ri ko'naelz/ plural
noun the external and internal passages of the
ear

auditory nerve /'o:dit(a)ri n3:v/ noun the
eighth crania nerve which governs hearing
and balance. Seeillustration at EAr in Supple-
ment. Also called vestibulocochlear nerve
auditory ossicles /odit(a)ri 'osik(s)lz/
plural noun the three little bones, the malleus,
incus and stapes, in the middle ear
Auerbach’s plexus /,averbatks 'pleksas/
noun a group of nerve fibres in the intestine
wall [Described 1862. After Leopold Auerbach
(1828-97), Professor of Neuropathology at Bre-
slau, now in Poland.]

aura/'amral nounawarning sensation whichis
experienced before an attack of epilepsy, mi-
graine or asthma

aural /'omral/ adjective referring to the ear
aural polyp /,o:ral 'polip/ noun a polyp in
the middle ear

aural surgery /0mral 's3:dzori/ noun sur-
gery on the ear

auricle /'airik(a)l/ nounthetip of each atrium
in the heart

auriculae /o:'rikjuli:/ # concha auriculae
auricular /a:'rikjule/ adjective 1. referring to
the ear 2. referring to an auricle

auricular vein /o:'rikjule vein/ noun avein
which leads into the posterior facial vein

auriscope /'airiskaup/ noun an instrument
for examining the ear and eardrum. Also called
otoscope

auscultation /,o:skal'terf(a)n/ noun the act
of listening to the sounds of the body using a
stethoscope

auscultatory /o:'skaltot(a)ri/ adjective re-
ferring to auscultation

Australia antigen /o:'streilio ,eentidzon/
noun an antigen produced on the surface of liv-
er cellsinfected with the hepatitis B virus
autism /'s:tiz(e)m/ noun a condition devel-
oping in childhood, characterised by difficulty
in socia interaction, language and communi-
cation problems, learning difficulties and ob-
sessional repetitive behaviour (NoTe: Autism is
more common in boys than in girls.)

autistic /o:'tistik/ adjective affected by, or re-
lating to, autism

autistic spectrum disorders /ox tistik
,spektrom dis'o:daz/ plural noun autismin all
its different forms and degrees of severity.
Abbr ASD

auto- /o:toul prefix self

autoantibody /o:tou'eentibodi/ noun an
antibody formed to attack antigens in the
body’s own cells

autoclavable /'ortou klervob(a)l/ adjective
able to be sterilised in an autoclave O Waste
should be put into autoclavable plastic bags.
autoclave /'a:touklerv/ noun equipment for
sterilising surgical instruments using heat un-
der high pressure m verb to sterilise equipment
using heat under high pressure O Autoclaving
is the best method of sterilisation.
autogenous /o:'tpdzonas/, autogenic /
ortou'dzentk/ adjective produced either in
the person’s body, or using tissue from the per-
son's own body O an autogenous vein graft
autograft /'ortogra:ft/ noun a transplant
made using parts of the person’s own body
autoimmune /,oitour'mjuin/ adjective re-
ferring to an immune reaction in a person
against antigens in their own cells
autoimmune disease /,oitovr,mjuin di
'zi1z/ noun adisease in which the person’sown
cells are attacked by autoantibodies O Rheu-
matoid arthritis is thought to be an autoim-
mune disease.

autoimmunisation /,01tou, Imjunar
'ze1f(a)n/, autoimmunization noun the proc-
ess leading to an immune reaction in a person
to antigens produced in their own body
autoimmunity /oitour'mjuiniti/ noun a
condition in which a person’s own cells are at-
tacked by autoantibodies

autoinfection /oitouin'fekf(e)n/ noun an
infection by a microorganism already in the
body, or infection of one art OE therb

another part |S
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autointoxication /ortouintokst'kerf(a)n/
noun the poisoning of the body by toxins pro-
duced in the body itself
autologous /or'tplogos/ adjective referring
to a graft or other material coming from the
same source
autologous  transfusion /o: tolagas
treens'fjuiz(e)n/ noun a blood transfusion in
which the blood is removed from the body for
later transfusion after an operation. » transfu-
sion
autolysis /oi'tolasis/ noun a situation in
which cells destroy themselves with their own
enzymes
automatic /,oito'meetik/ adjective 1. done
without conscious thought © an automatic re-
action 2. (of a machine or process) ableto work
by itself, without anyone giving instructions
automatism /o:'tomatiz(e)m/ noun a state
in which a person acts without consciously
knowing that he or sheis acting
COMMENT: Automatic acts can take place after
concussion or epileptic fits. In law, automa-
tism can be a defence to a criminal charge
when the accused states that he or she acted
without knowing what they were doing.
autonomic /,o:to'nomik/ adjective govern-
ing itself independently
autonomic nervous system /o:to,nomik
'n31vos sistom/ noun the nervous system
formed of ganglialinked to the spinal column.
It regulates the automatic functioning of the
main organs such as the heart and lungs and
works when a person is asleep or even uncon-
scious. » parasympathetic nervous system,
sympathetic nervous system
autonomy /o:'tonami/ noun the state of be-
ing free to act as one wishes
autoplasty /'artoupleasti/ noun the repair of
someone’s body using tissue taken from an-
other part of their body
autopsy /'o:topsi/ noun the examination of a
dead body by a pathologist to find out the
cause of death O The autopsy showed that he
had been poisoned. Also called post mortem
autosomal /,o:tou'soum(a)l/ adjective refer-
ring to an autosome
autosome /'a:tousoum/ noun achromosome
that is not a sex chromosome
autotransfusion /oitoutrens'fjurz(e)n/
noun an infusion into a person of their own
blood
auxiliary /o:g'ziliori/ adjective providing
help © The hospital has an auxiliary power
supply in case the electricity supply breaks
down. B noun an assistant
avascular /er'vaskjulo/ adjective with no
blood vessels, or with a deficient blood supply
avascular necrosis /9, veskjulo ne
'krousis/ noun a condition in which tissue
cells die because their supply of blood has
been cut

AV bundle /,er 'vii 'band(a)l/ noun same as
atrioventricular bundle
average /'a&v(a)rid3/ noun 1. the usua
amount, size, rate, etc. O Her weight is above
(the) average. 2. avalue calculated by adding
together several quantities and then dividing
the total by the number of quantities m adjec-
tive 1. usual O Their son is of above average
weight. 2. calculated by adding together sever-
a quantities and then dividing the total by the
number of quantities © The average age of the
group is 25.
aversion therapy /a'v3:f(9)n ,Oerapi/ noun
a treatment by which someone is cured of a
type of behaviour by making him or her devel-
op agreat dislikefor it
avitaminosis /er,vitomr'nausis/ noun adis-
order caused by alack of vitamins
AVM abbr arteriovenous malformation
AV node /e1 'vi: noud/ noun same as atriov-
entricular node
AVPU noun a method of rating if a person is
conscious. A = dlert; V = verbal, responding to
verbal commands, P = pain, responding to
pain; U = unconscious
avulse /a'vals/ verb to tear tissue or a body
part away by force
avulsion /a'valfen/ noun an act of pulling
away tissue or a body part by force
avulsion fracture /o,valf(e)n 'fraektfo/
noun a fracture in which a tendon pulls away
part of the bone to which it is attached
awake /o'weik/ adjective not aseep O Hewas
still awake at 2 0’ clock in the morning. o wide
awake very awake
aware /o'weal adjective 1. conscious enough
to know what is happening © Sheis not aware
of what is happening around her. 2. knowing
about something © The surgeon became aware
of a problem with the heart-lung machine.
awareness /o'weanas/ noun the fact of be-
ing aware, especialy of a problem
‘...doctors should use the increased public aware-
ness of whooping cough during epidemics to encour-
age parents to vaccinate children’ [Health Visitor]
axial /'eksial/ adjective referring to an axis
axial skeleton /&ksial 'skelit(o)n/ noun
the bones that make up the vertebral column
and the skull. Compare appendicular skele-
ton
axilla /ek'silo/ noun same as armpit
(technical) (NOTE: The plural is axillae.)
axillary /ek'silori/ adjective referring to the
armpit
axillary artery /ek,silori 'artori/ nounan ar-
tery leading from the subclavian artery in the
armpit
axillary nodes /zk'silori noudz/ plural noun
part of the lymphatic system in the arm

axillary temperature /eksilomi 1.
o moun the temper i DA G 10, i
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axis /'azksis/ noun 1. an imaginary line
through the centre of the body 2. acentral ves-
sel which divides into other vessels 3. the sec-
ond vertebra on which the atlas sits (NoTE: The
plural is axes.)

axodendrite /,&eksou'dendrarit/ noun an ap-
pendage like afibril on the axon of anerve
axolemma /,&ksa'lema/ noun a membrane
covering an axon

axon /'zkspn/ noun anerve fibrewhich sends
impul ses from one neurone to another, linking
with the dendrites of the other neurone. Seeiil-
lustration at NEURONE in Supplement

axon covering /'&kson kav(d)rig/ noun
the myelin sheath which covers anerve
Ayurvedic medicine /,araverdik
'med(a)s(e)n/ noun a traditional Hindu sys-
tem of healing that reviews a person’s state of
health and lifestyle and recommends treatment
based on herbal products, dietary control and
spiritual practices

azathioprine /,e1zo'0aropriin/ noun a drug
which suppresses the immune response, used
after transplant surgery to prevent rejection

-azepam /azipem/ suffix used in names of
benzodiazepines O diazepam
azidothymidine /,e1zidou'0armidiin/ noun
a drug used in the treatment of AIDS. Abbr
AZT. Also called zidovudine

azo- /eizou/ prefix containing a nitrogen
group

azoospermia /,e1zaua'sp3imia/ noun the
absence of sperm

azotaemia /,e1zau'tizmia/ noun the presence
of urea or other nitrogen compounds in the
blood

azoturia /,e1zou'tjuaria/ noun the presence
of urea or other nitrogen compounds in the
urine, caused by kidney disease

AZT abbr azidothymidine

azygous /'ezigas/ adjective single, not one
of apair

azygous vein /'&zigas vein/ noun a vein
which brings blood back into the vena cava
from the abdomen

www.EnglishPro.ir
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babesiosis /ba,bi:zi'ausis/ noun a disease
caused by infection of red blood cellsby apro-
tozoan introduced by atick bite

Babinski reflex /ba,binski 'ri:fleks/, Bab-
inski's reflex /b binskiz 'ri:fleks/ noun an
unusual curling upwards of the big toe when a
finger is lightly run across the sole of the foot,
while the others turn down and spread out, a
sign of hemiplegia and pyramidal tract dis-
ease. Compare plantar reflex [Described 1896.
After Joseph Francois Felix Babinski (1857—
1932), French-born son of Polish refugees. A
pupil of Charcot, he was head of the Neurologi-
cal clinic at Hopital de la Pitié, 1890-1927.]
Babinski test /ba'binski test/ noun a test
for a Babinski reflex

baby /'be1bi/ noun a very young child who is
not yet old enough to talk or walk O Babies
start to walk when they are about 12 months
old. (NoTE: If you do not know the sex of a baby
you can refer to the child as it: The baby was
sucking its thumb)

baby blues /'beibi blu:z/ plural noun same as
postnatal depression (informal)

baby care /'beribi kea/ noun the act of look-
ing after babies

baby clinic /'beibi \klintik/ noun a specia
clinic which deals with babies

bacillaemia /,bas1'lizmia/ noun an infection
of the blood by bacilli

b_?lc_:illary /ba'silari/ adjective referring to ba-
cilli

bacillary dysentery /ba,silori 'dis(a)ntri/
noun dysentery caused by the bacillus Shigella
in contaminated food

bacille Calmette-Guérin /ba,si:l kelmet
'gereen/ noun full form of BCG [After A. Cal-
mette (1863-1933) and C. Guérin (1872-1961),
French bacteriologists.]

bacilluria / baest'ljuaria/ noun the presence
of bacilli in the urine

bacillus /ba'silas/ noun a bacterium shaped
like arod (NoTE: The plural is bacilli.)

back /beek/ noun 1. the part of the body from
the neck downwards to the waist, which is
made up of the spine and the bones attached to
it (NOTE: For other terms referring to the back,

see dorsal and words beginning with dorsi-,
dorso-.) 2. the other side from the front © She
has a swelling on the back of her hand. i dor-
sum

backache /'bakeik/ noun pain in the back,
often without a specific cause
COMMENT: Backache can result from bad pos-
ture or muscle strain, but it can also be
caused by rheumatism (lumbago), fevers
such as typhoid fever and osteoarthritis. Pains
in the back can also be referred pains from
gallstones or kidney disease.
backbone /'bakboun/ noun a series of
bones, the vertebrae, linked together to form a
flexible column running from the pelvis to the
skull. Also called rachis, spine
background carboxyhaemoglobin level
/baekgravnd ka:boksi  hiima'gloubin
lev(a)l/ noun the level of carboxyhaemoglob-
inin the blood of a person who is not exposed
to high levels of carbon monoxide
back muscles /'bek mas(9)lz/ plural noun
the strong musclesin the back which help hold
the body upright
back pain /'bak pein/ noun pain in the back,
especially long-lasting or severe pain
backside /'baksaid/ noun someone’s but-
tocks (informal)
back strain /'bzk strein/ noun a condition
in which the muscles or ligaments in the back
have been strained
baclofen /'bakloufen/ noun a drug that re-
laxes skeletal muscles which are in spasm, ei-
ther because of injury or asaresult of multiple
sclerosis
bacteraemia / bakto'rizmia/ noun the fact
of having bacteriain the blood. Bacteraemiais
not necessarily a serious condition. Compare
septicaemia. ) blood poisoning
bacteria /baek'tioria/ plural of bacterium
bacterial /bak'tioriol/ adjective relating to
bacteria or caused by bacteria O Children with
sickle-cell anaemia are susceptible to bacteri-
al infection.

bacterial plaque /bak'tioripl plgekfnqun a.
hard smooth bacterial WEN@EBHPFD.W
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bacterial pneumonia /bak,trerial nju:
'mounia/ noun aform of pneumonia caused by
pneumococcus. i) bronchopneumonia
bacterial strain /bak,tiorial 'stremn/ noun a
group of bacteriawhich are different from oth-
ers of the same general type
bactericidal /baktrori'sard(e)l/ adjective
referring to a substance which destroys bacte-
ria
bactericide /bak'trorisaid/ noun a sub-
stance which destroys bacteria
bacteriological /baktroria'lndzik(a)l/ ad-
jective referring to bacteriology
bacteriologist /bek,trori'vlod3ist/ noun a
doctor who specialisesin the study of bacteria
bacteriology /bek trori'vlodzi/ noun the
scientific study of bacteria
bacteriolysin /bak,t1ari'plisin/ noun apro-
tein, usually an immunoglobulin, which de-
stroys bacterial cells
bacteriolysis /bak,trori'vlisis/ noun the
destruction of bacterial cells
bacteriolytic /bek troria'litik/ adjective re-
ferring to a substance which can destroy bacte-
ria
bacteriophage /bek'trorioferds/ noun avi-
rus which affects bacteria
bacteriostasis /bak,tioriou'stersis/ noun
the action of stopping bacteria from multiply-
ing
bacteriostatic /bak,troriou'stetik/ adjec-
tive referring to a substance which does not kill
bacteria but stops them from multiplying
bacterium /bak'tioriom/ noun a microscop-
ic organism. Some types are permanently
present in the gut and can break down food tis-
sue, but many can cause disease. (NOTE: The
plural is bacteria.)
COMMENT: Bacteria can be shaped like rods
(bacilli), like balls (cocci) or have a spiral form
(spirochaetes). Bacteria, especially bacilli and
spirochaetes, can move and reproduce very
rapidly.
bacteriuria /bek,trori' juaria/ noun a condi-
tion in which bacteria are present in the urine
Bactrim /'bektrim/ a trade name for co-tri-
moxazole
bad breath /,bed 'bred/ noun same as hali-
tosis (informal)
Baghdad boil /bagdad 'boil/, Baghdad
sore /,begded 'soi/ noun a skin disease of
tropical countries caused by the parasite Leish-
mania. Also called Oriental sore
bag of waters /,baeeg ov 'wo:toz/ noun part
of the amnion which covers an unborn baby in
the uterus and contains the amniotic fluid
BAHA abbr bone anchored hearing aid
Baker’s cyst /,beikoaz 'sist/ noun aswelling
filled with synovial fluid, at the back of the
knee, caused by weakness of the joint mem-
brane [Described 1877. After William Morrant

Baker (1838-96), member of staff at St Bar-
tholomew’s Hospital, London, UK.]
baker’s itch /,beikoz '1t [/, baker's dermati-
tis /'betkoz d3:mo'tartis/ noun an irritation
of the skin caused by handling yeast
BAL abbr British anti-lewisite
balance /'balons/ noun 1. the act of staying
upright, not falling o he stood on top of the
fence and kept his balance he did not fall off
2. the proportions of substances in a mixture,
e.g. inthediet © to maintain a healthy balance
of vitamins in the diet
balanced diet / balonst 'darat/ noun a diet
which provides al the nutrients needed in the
correct proportions
balance of mind /,balons ov 'maind/ noun
someone’'s mental state o disturbed balance
of mind astate of mind when someoneisfor a
time incapable of reasoned action, because of
illness or depression
balanitis /,balo'nartis/ noun inflammation
of the glans of the penis
balanoposthitis / belonoupos'Oartis/
noun inflammation of the foreskin and the end
of the penis
balantidiasis /,bzlont1'darosis/ nounanin-
festation of the large intestine by a parasite
Balantidium coli, which causes ulceration of
the wall of the intestine, leading to diarrhoea
and finally dysentery
balanus /'balonas/ noun theround end of the
penis. i glans
bald /bo:ld/ adjective with no hair, especially
onthehead o heisgoing bald or heisbecom-
ing bald heis beginning to lose his hair
baldness /'bo:ldnas/ noun the state of not
having any hair
COMMENT: Baldness in men is hereditary; it
can also occur in both men and women as a
reaction to an illness or to a drug.
Balkan frame /bo:lkon 'freim/, Balkan
beam /,bo:lkon 'birm/ noun a frame fitted
above abed to which alegin plaster can be at-
tached. i Pearson bed

ball /ba:l/ noun 1. the soft part of the hand be-
low the thumb 2. the soft part of the foot below
the big toe

ball and cage valve /,bo:l an 'keid3 veelv/
noun an artificial heart valve, formed of asili-
con ball which moves inside a metal cage to
open and shut the valve

ball and socket joint /,bo:l ond 'sokit
dzomnt/ noun ajoint where the round end of a
long bone is attached to a cup-shaped hollow
in another bone in such a way that the long
bone can move in almost any direction. Com-
pare ginglymus

balloon /ba'luin/ noun abag of light material

inflated with air or a gas, used to unhlo - .
teries winw.Enghshifro.ir
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balloon angioplasty /bo,luin  @nd3is
'pleesti/ noun same as percutaneous angi-
oplasty

balloon catheter /ba'luin kab1to/ noun a
tube that can be inserted into a blood vessel or
other body part and then inflated, e.g. to widen
anarrow artery

ballottement /ba'lntmant/ noun amethod of
examining the body by tapping or moving a
part, especially during pregnancy
balneotherapy /,belniou'Oerapi/ noun the
treatment of diseases by bathing in hot water
or water containing beneficial natural chemi-
cals

balsam /'boa:ls(a)m/ noun a mixture of resin
and oil, used to rub on sore joints or to put in
hot water and use as an inhalant. o friar’s bal-
sam

ban /ban/ verb to say that something is not
permitted O Smoking is banned throughout the
building. O Use of this drug has been banned.
bandage /'bendid3/ noun a piece of cloth
which is wrapped around a wound or an in-
jured limb © Hishead was covered with band-
ages. W verb to wrap a piece of cloth around a
wound O She bandaged hisleg. O Hisarmis
bandaged up.

Bandl’'s ring /'band(s)lz rip/ same as re-
traction ring [After Ludwig Bandl (1842-92),
German obstetrician]

bank /bank/ noun a place where blood or or-
gans from donors can be stored until needed. ¢y
blood bank

Bankart’s operation /'bepka:ts opo,rel
1f(9)n/ noun an operation to repair a recurrent
dislocation of the shoulder [First performed
1923. After Arthur Sydney Blundell Bankart
(1879-1951), first orthopaedic surgeon at the
Middlesex Hospital, London, UK.]

Banti’'s syndrome /'bantiz ,sindrovm/,
Banti’'s disease /'bantiz d1,ziiz/ noun same
assplenic anaemia [Described 1882. After Gui-
do Banti (1852-1925), Florentine pathologist
and physician.]

Barbados leg /ba:,beidos 'leg/ nounaform
of elephantiasis, alarge swelling of theleg due
to aFilariaworm

barber’s itch /,ba:boz '1tf/, barber’s rash /
,ba:boz 're [/ noun same assycosis barbae
barbital /'ba:bital/ noun US same as barbi-
tone

barbitone /'ba:bitoun/ noun atype of barbit-
urate

barbiturate /ba:'bitfurat/ noun a sedative
drug

barbiturate abuse /ba:'bitfurat o,bjus/
noun repeated addictive use of barbiturates
which in the end affects the brain
barbiturate dependence /ba:'bit furat di
,pendons/ noun being dependent on regularly
taking barbiturate tablets

barbiturate  poisoning /ba:'bitfurat
,po1z(d)n1y/ noun poisoning caused by an
overdose of barbiturates

barbotage /,ba:ba'ta:3/ noun a method of
spinal analgesia by which cerebrospinal fluid
iswithdrawn and then injected back

bare /bea/ adjective with no covering o bare
area of the liver alarge triangular part of the
liver not covered with peritoneum

bariatrics /beri'etriks/ noun the medical
treatment of obesity

barium /'beariom/ noun a chemical element,
forming poisonous compounds, used as a con-
trast medium when taking X-ray photographs
of soft tissue (NoTE: The chemical symbol is
Ba.)

barium enema /beariom 'enima/ noun a
liquid solution containing barium sulphate
which is put into the rectum to increase the
contrast of an X-ray of the lower intestine

barium meal /,beariom 'mi:l/, barium solu-
tion /,beariom sa'lu: [(a)n/ noun aliquid solu-
tion containing barium sulphate which some-
one drinks to increase the contrast of an X-ray
of the alimentary tract

barium sulphate /,beariom 'salfert/ noun a
salt of barium not soluble in water and which
shows as opague in X-ray photographs

Barlow’s disease /'ba:lovz di,ziiz/ noun
scurvy in children, caused by alack of vitamin
C [Described 1882. After Sir Thomas Barlow
(1845-1945), physician at various London hos-
pitals and to Queen Victoria, King Edward VII
and King George V]

Barlow’s sign /'ba:louz sain/ noun atest for
congenital dislocation of the hip, in which a
sudden movement is felt and sometimes a
sound is heard when the joint is manipulated

baroreceptor /,barouri'septa/ noun one of
a group of nerves near the carotid artery and
aortic arch, which senses changes in blood
pressure

barotitis / barou'tartis/ noun pain in the ear
caused by differencesin air pressure, e.g. dur-
ing air travel

barotrauma /,barau'troima/ noun an injury
caused by a sharp increase in pressure

Barr body /'baz ,bodi/ noun adense clump of
chromatin found only in female cells, which
can be used to identify the sex of ababy before
birth [Described 1949. After Murray Llewellyn
Barr (1908-95), head of the Department of
Anatomy at the University of Western Ontario,
Canada.]

Barre-Guillain syndrome /,barer 'gi: jeen
,sindraum/ noun » Guillain-Barré syndrome

barrel chest /,baral 'tfest/ noun a chest

formed like a barrel, caused by-asthm em-.
physema W £ IS HPRD.ir
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barrier cream

barrier cream /'beerio krizm/ noun a cream
put on the skin to prevent the skin coming into
contact with irritating substances
barrier method /'bario ,mebad/ noun a
method of contraception in which the entry of
sperm to the womb is blocked by a protective
device such as a condom or diaphragm
barrier nursing /'bario n3:isiy/ noun the
nursing of someone who has an infectious dis-
ease. It involves keeping them away from oth-
er patients and making sure that faeces and
soiled bedclothes do not carry the infection to
other patients.
‘...those affected by salmonella poisoning are being
nursed in five isolation wards and about forty sus-
pected sufferers are being barrier nursed in other
wards' [Nursing Times]
bartholinitis /,ba:0ali'nartis/ noun inflam-
mation of the Bartholin's glands
Bartholin’s glands /'ba:0alinz glendz/
plural noun two glands at the side of the vagina
and between it and the vulva, which secrete a
lubricating substance. Also called greater ves-
tibular glands [After Caspar Bartholin (1655—
1748), Danish anatomist]
basal /'beis(o)l/ adjective located at the bot-
tom of something, or forming its base
basal cell /'bers(o)l sel/ noun acell from the
stratum germinativum. ¢ stratum
basal cell carcinoma /,bers(o)l ,sel ka:st
'nouma/ noun same asrodent ulcer
basale /ba'setli/ adjective » stratum
basal ganglia /bers(o)l 'geenglia/ noun
masses of grey matter at the base of each cere-
bral hemisphere which receive impulses from
the thalamus and influence the motor impul ses
from the frontal cortex
basalis /ba'seilis/ » decidua
basal metabolic rate /,beisik meta'bolik
rert/ noun the amount of energy used by the
body in exchanging oxygen and carbon diox-
idewhen at rest. It was formerly used as away
of testing thyroid gland activity. Abbr BMR
basal metabolism /beis(s)l moa'tebs
Jl1z(9)m/ noun the minimum amount of energy
needed to keep the body functioning and the
temperature standard when at rest
basal narcosis /,beis(9)l na:'koausis/ noun
the administration a narcotic before a general
anaesthetic
basal nuclei /,bers(a)l 'nuzkliar/ plural noun
masses of grey matter at the bottom of each
cerebral hemisphere
base /bers/ noun 1. the bottom part O the base
of the spine o base of the brain the bottom
surface of the cerebrum 2. the main ingredient
of an ointment, as opposed to the active ingre-
dient 3. a substance which reacts with an acid
toform asalt B verb to use something as abase
o cream based on zinc oxide cream which
uses zinc oxide as a base

Basedow’s disease /'bezidovz d1,ziiz/
noun a form of hyperthyroidism [Described
1840. After Carl Adolph Basedow (1799-1854),
general practitioner in Mersburg, Germany.]
basement membrane /'bersmont ;mem
brein/ noun amembrane at the base of an epi-
thelium

basic /'bersik/ adjective 1. very simple, from
which everything else comes o basic struc-
ture of the skin the two layers of skin, thein-
ner dermis and the outer epidermis 2. referring
to a chemical substance which reacts with an
acid to form a salt

basic salt /,beisik 'so:lt/ noun a chemical
compound formed when an acid reacts with a
base

basilar /'bazilo/ adjective referring to abase
basilar artery /,bazilo 'a:tori/ noun an ar-
tery which lies at the base of the brain
basilar membrane /bazilo 'membrein/
noun a membrane in the cochlea which trans-
mits nerve impulses from sound vibrations to
the auditory nerve

basilic /ba'silik/ adjective important or prom-
inent

basilic vein /bs,zilik 'vemn/ noun a large
vein running along the inside of the arm
basin /'be1s(o)n/ noun alarge bowl
basophil /'beisofil/ noun a type of white
blood cell which has granules in its cytoplasm
and contains histamine and heparin
basophilia /,bersa'f1lia/ noun an increase in
the number of basophilsin the blood
basophilic  granulocyte /beisafilik
'granjulasait/ noun same as basophil
basophilic leucocyte /,bersafilik
'lurkasart/ noun same as basophil

Batchelor plaster /'bat[alo ,pla:sta/ noun
aplaster cast which keeps both legs apart [After
J.S. Bachelor (b. 1905), British orthopaedic sur-
geon]

bathe /be1d/ verb to wash a wound O He
bathed the grazed knee with boiled water.
Batten’s disease /'bat(o)nz d1,ziiz/ nouna
hereditary disease which affects the enzymes
of the brain, causing cellsin the brain and eye
todie

battered baby syndrome /'betad  berbi
,sindroum/, battered child syndrome /
'beetod 'tfaild 'sindrouvm/ noun a condition
in which a baby or small child is frequently
beaten, usually by one or both of its parents,
sustaining injuries such as multiple fractures
battledore placenta /'bet(o)ldor plo
,senta/ noun a placenta where the umbilical
cord is attached at the edge and not at the cen-
tre

Bazin's disease /'beizinz di,ziiz/ noun
sameaserythema induratum | Descrlbed 1861.

After Pierre Antoine Ernest Baﬁ:ﬂ %PBé
dermatologist at Hopital ¥ VBW&. 18 0. |r
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belch

He was an expert in parasitology associated with
skin conditions.]

BC abbr bone conduction. » osteophony
BCC abbr Breast Cancer Campaign

B cell /'bi: sel/ noun same as beta cell

BCG /,bi: si: 'dzi: ,vaeksiin/, BCG vaccine
noun a vaccine which immunises against tu-
berculosis. Full form bacille Calmette-Guérin
BCh abbr Bachelor of Surgery

BDA abbr British Dental Association
bearing down /beariy 'daun/ noun a stage
in childbirth when the woman starts to push
out the baby from the uterus

bearing-down pain /beoriy 'davn pemn/
noun pain felt in the uterus during the second
stage of labour (NoTE: Bearing-down pain is
also associated with uterine prolapse.)

beat joint /'birt dzoint/ noun an inflamma-
tion of a joint such as the elbow (beat elbow)
or knee (beat knee) caused by frequent sharp
blows or other pressure

Beck inventory of depression /bek
,Jnvant(3)ri av di'pre[(a)n/ noun one of the
rating scales for depression, in which a series
of 21 questions refers to attitudes frequently
shown by people suffering from depression
beclomethasone /,beklo'mebasoun/ noun
a steroid drug usualy used in an inhaler to
treat asthmaor hay fever

becquerel /'bekarel/ noun an Sl unit of
measurement of radiation. Abbr Bq (noTE:
Now used in place of the curie.)

bed bath /'bed ba:0/ noun an act of washing
the whole body of someone who is unable to
get up to wash. Also called blanket bath

bed blocker /'bed ,bloka/ noun a patient
who does not need medical attention but con-
tinues to stay in hospital because suitable care
is not available el sewhere

bed blocking /'bed ,blokiy/ noun the fact of
people being kept in hospital because other
forms of care are not available, which means
that other people cannot be treated

bedbug /'bedbag/ noun asmall insect which
livesin dirty bedclothes and sucks blood

bed occupancy /'bed ,okjupansi/ noun the
percentage of bedsin a hospital which are oc-
cupied

bed occupancy rate /bed 'pkjuponsi rert/
noun the number of beds occupied in ahospital
shown as a percentage of all the beds in the
hospital

bedpan /'bedpan/ noun a dish into which
someone can urinate or defecate without get-
ting out of bed

bed rest /'bed rest/ noun a period of time
spent in bed in order to rest and recover from
anillness

bedridden /'bed,r1d(e)n/ adjective referring
to someone who has been too ill to get out of
bed over along period of time

bedside manner /bedsaid 'mana/ noun
the way in which a doctor behaves towards a
patient, especially a patient who isinbed o a
good bedside manner the ability to make pa-
tients feel comforted and reassured

bedsore /'bedsa:/ noun an inflamed patch of
skin on a bony part of the body, which devel-
opsinto an ulcer, caused by pressure of the part
on the mattress after lying for sometimein one
position. Special beds such as air beds, ripple
beds and water beds are used to try to prevent
the formation of bedsores. Also called pres-
sure sore, decubitus ulcer

bedtable /'bedteib(a)l/ noun a specially de-
signed table which can be used by a person sit-
ting up in bed

bedwetting /'bedwetir/ noun same as noc-
turnal enuresis (NOTE: This term is used mainly
about children.)

Beer’s knife /'bioz naif/ noun aknife with a
triangular blade, used in eye operations [After
George Joseph Beer (1763-1821), German
ophthalmologist]

behaviour /br'hervjoa/ noun a way of acting
O His behaviour was very aggressive. (NOTE:
The US spelling is behavior.)

behavioural /bi'hervjoral/ adjective relating
to behaviour (NoTE: The US spelling is behav-
ioral.)

behavioural scientist /b1 hervjaral
'sarantist/ noun a person who specialises in
the study of behaviour

behaviourism /br'hervjoriz(e)m/ noun a
psychological theory proposing that only
someone’s behaviour should be studied to dis-
cover their psychological problems
behaviourist /br'hervjorist/ noun a psy-
chologist who follows behaviourism
behaviour therapy /b1 hervjo 'Oeropi/
noun aform of psychiatric treatment in which
someone learns how to improve their condi-
tion

Behget's syndrome /'beisets ,simdrovm/
noun a chronic condition of the immune sys-
tem with no known cause, experienced as a se-
ries of attacks of inflammation of small blood
vessels accompanied by mouth ulcers and
sometimes genital ulcers, skin lesions and in-
flamed eyes [Described 1937. After Halushi Be-
hcet (1889-1948), Turkish dermatologist.]
behind /br'haind/ noun same as buttock
(informal)

bejel /'bed3ol/ noun a non-venereal form of
syphilis which is endemic among children in
some areas of the Middle East and elsewhere
and is caused by a spirochaete strain of bacte-
ria

belch /belt [/ noun the action of allowing air
in the stomach to come up through the mouth

W verb to alow air in the stomach to ¢ up.
through the mouth WWWr.TF[C'I gtﬁSFlrpef'lf Ir


www.EnglishPro.ir

belching

belching /'belt 11/ noun the action of allow-
ing air in the stomach to come up through the
mouth. Also called eructation

belladonna/ belo'dona/ noun 1. apoisonous
plant with berries containing atropine. Also
called deadly nightshade 2. aform of atropine
extracted from the belladonna plant

belle indifférence/ bel &n'difera:ns/ noun
an excessively calm statein aperson, in asitu-
ation which would usually produce a show of
emotion

Bellocq’s cannula /be Ipks 'kenjula/, Bel-
locq’s sound /be,loks 'saund/ noun aninstru-
ment used to control a nosebleed [After Jean
Jacques Bellocq (1732-1807), French surgeon]
Bell’'s mania /,belz 'meinia/ noun a form of
acute mania with delirium [After Luther Vose
Bell (1806—62), American physiologist]

Bell’s palsy /,belz 'pa:lzi/ noun paralysis of
the facial nerve on one side of the face, pre-
venting one eye being closed. Also called fa-
cial paralysis [Described 1821. After Sir
Charles Bell (1774-1842), Scottish surgeon. He
ran anatomy schools, first in Edinburgh and then
in London. Professor of Anatomy at the Royal
Academy.]

belly /'beli/ noun 1. same as abdomen 2. the
fatter central part of amuscle

bellyache /'belietk/ noun a pain in the abdo-
men or stomach

belly button /'beli ,bat(a)n/ noun the navel
(informal)

Bence Jones protein /bens 'dzounz
,prautiin/ noun aprotein found in the urine of
people who have myelomatosis, lymphoma,
leukaemia and some other cancers [Described
1848. After Henry Bence Jones (1814-73), phy-
sician at St George’s Hospital, London, UK.]
bends /bendz/ plural noun o the bends »
caisson disease

Benedict’s solution /'benidikts so
Ju:f(9)n/ noun a solution used to carry out
Benedict's test

Benedict’s test /'benidikts test/ nounatest
to seeif sugar is present in the urine [Described
1915. After Stanley Rossiter Benedict (1884—
1936), physiological chemist at Cornell Universi-
ty, New York, USA.]

benign /ba'namn/ adjective generally harm-
less

benign growth /ba'nain graut/ noun same
asbenign tumour

benign pancreatic disease /bo,nain
,penkri'atik di,zi:z/ noun chronic pancreati-
tis

benign prostatic hypertrophy /binamn
pro,stetik har'pa:trofi/ noun a nonmalig-
nant enlargement of the prostate. Abbr BPH
benign tumour /bs,nain 'tjurma/ nounatu-
mour which will not grow again or spread to
other parts of the body if it is removed surgi-

cally, but which can befatal if not treated. Also
called benign growth. Opposite malignant tu-
mour
Bennett’s fracture /,benits 'fraekt [o/ noun
afracture of the first metacarpal, the bone be-
tween the thumb and the wrist [Described
1886. After Edward Halloran Bennett (1837-
1907), Irish anatomist, later Professor of Sur-
gery at Trinity College, Dublin, Ireland.]
bent /bent/ adjective o bent double bent over
completely so that the face is towards the
ground O He was bent double with pain.
benzocaine /'benzokein/ noun a drug with
anaesthetic properties used in some throat loz-
enges and skin creams
benzodiazepine /,benzoudar'ezapiin/
noun adrug which actson receptorsin the cen-
tral nervous system to relieve symptoms of
anxiety and insomnia, although prolonged use
is to be avoided (NoOTE: Benzodiazepines have
names ending in -azepam: diazepam.)
benzoin /'benzouin/ noun a resin used to
make friar's balsam
benzyl benzoate /,benzil 'benzauvert/ noun
acolourless aily liquid which occurs naturally
in balsams, used in medicines and perfumes
benzylpenicillin /,benzil pent'silin/ noun
an antibacterial drug used against streptococ-
cal infections, meningococcal meningitis and
other serious infections
bereavement /br'rizvmant/ noun the loss of
someone, especialy a close relative or friend,
through death
beriberi /beri'beri/ noun a disease of the
nervous system caused by lack of vitamin B,
COMMENT: Beriberi is prevalent in tropical
countries where the diet is mainly formed of
white rice, which is deficient in thiamine.
berylliosis /ba rili'ausis/ noun poisoning
caused by breathing in particles of the poison-
ous chemica compound beryllium oxide
Besnier’'s prurigo /,benieiz pru'raigou/
noun an itchy skin rash on the backs of the
knees and the insides of the elbows [After Er-
nest Besnier (1831-1909), French dermatolo-
gist]
beta /'biita/ noun the second letter of the
Greek alphabet
beta-adrenergic receptor /biito ,&dro
'n3:d31k/ noun one of two types of nerve end-
ingsthat respond to adrenaline by speeding up
the heart rate or dilating the bronchi
beta amyloid /,biito ‘eemilord/ noun a wax-
like protein formed from amyloid precursor
protein in nerve cells which aggregates in
Alzheimer’s disease to form plagues
beta blocker /'biita bloka/ noun a drug
which reduces the activity of the heart (NoTE:
Beta blockers have names ending in -olol: aten-
olol, propranolol hydrochloride.)

beta cell /'bizta sel/ noun atype of cgll d .
i the 1des of Lange AN WA CGNBHBED. i
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which produces insulin. Also caled B cell. ¢
alpha cell
Betadine /'birtadiin/ noun atrade namefor a
form of iodine
betamethasone /biita'mebasoun/ noun a
very strong corticosteroid drug
betarhythm /'birto ,ri0om/ noun a pattern of
electrical waves in the brain of someone who
is awake and active, registering on an electro-
encephalograph at 18-30 hertz
betaxolol /br'teksalpl/ noun a beta blocker
drug used in the treatment of high blood pres-
sure and glaucoma
bethanechol /be'6nikol/ noun an agonist
drug used to increase muscle tone after surgery
Betnovate /'betnovert/ noun a trade name
for an ointment containing betamethasone
bi- /bar/ prefix two or twice
bias /'baras/ noun asystematic error inthede-
sign or conduct of astudy which could explain
the results
bicarbonate of soda /bar'ka:bonat ov
'souda/ noun same as sodium bicarbonate
gieﬁellular /bar'seljulo/ adjective having two
s
biceps /'baiseps/ noun any muscle formed of
two partsjoined to form onetendon, especially
the muscles in the front of the upper arm (bi-
ceps brachii) and the back of the thigh (biceps
femoris). o triceps (NOTE: The plural is biceps.)
bicipital /bar'sipit(a)l/ adjective 1. referring
to abiceps muscle 2. with two parts
biconcave /bar'konkerv/ adjective referring
to alens which is concave on both sides
biconvex /bar'konveks/ adjective referring
to alenswhich is convex on both sides
bicornuate /bar'ko:njuat/ adjective divided
into two parts (NoTE: The word is sometimes
applied to a malformation of the uterus.)
bicuspid /bar'kaspid/ adjective with two
points B noun a premolar tooth
bicuspid valve /bar'kaspid ,valv/ noun
same as mitral valve. see illustration at HEART
in Supplement
b.i.d. adverb (used on prescriptions) twice dai-
ly. Full form bis in die
bifid /'barf1d/ adjective in two parts
bifida /'bifido/ » spina bifida
bifocal /bar'fouk(a)l/ adjective referring to
lenses made with two sections which have dif-
ferent focal lengths, one for looking at things
which are near, the other for looking at things
which are far away
bifocal glasses /bai fouk(s)l 'gla:siz/, bi-
focal lenses /bar'touk(o)l 'lenziz/, bifocals
/bar'fouk(e)lz/ plural noun spectacles with
lenses which have two types of lens combined
in the same piece of glass, the top part being
used for seeing at adistance and the lower part
for reading

bifurcate /'barfokert/ adjective separating or
branching off into two parts m verb to split or
branch off into two parts
bifurcation /baifo'kerf(a)n/ noun a place
where something dividesinto two parts
bigeminy /bar'dzemini/ noun same as pul-
sus bigeminus
big toe /big 'tou/ noun the largest of the five
toes, on the inside of the foot. Also called
great toe
biguanide /bar'gwainaid/ noun a drug
which lowers blood sugar, used in the treat-
ment of Type Il diabetes
bilateral /bar'laet(e)rol/ adjective affecting
both sides
bilateral adrenalectomy /bar let(a)ral o
\driina'lektomi/ noun the surgical removal of
both adrenal glands
bilateral pneumonia /bar lat(o)ral nju:
'mounia/ noun pneumonia affecting both
lungs
bilateral vasectomy /bar let(o)ral vo
'sektomi/ noun asurgical operationto cut both
vasa deferentia and so make a man sterile
bile /bail/ noun athick bitter brownish yellow
fluid produced by the liver, stored in the gall
bladder and used to digest fatty substancesand
neutralise acids (NOTE: For other terms referring
to bile, see words beginning with chol-.)
COMMENT: In jaundice, excess bile pigments
flow into the blood and cause the skin to turn
yellow.
bile acid /'bail ,&s1d/ noun an acid found in
the bile, e.g. cholic acid
bile canal /'bail ko ,neel/ noun a very small
\é&ssel leading from a hepatic cell to the bile
uct
bile duct /'bail dakt/ nounatubewhich links
the cystic duct and the hepatic duct to the duo-
denum
bile pigment /'bail ,pigmant/ noun colour-
ing matter in bile
bile salts /'bail so:ltz/ plural noun sodium
salts of bile acids
bilharzia /bil'ha:tsio/ noun 1. a fluke which
entersthe bloodstream and causesbilharziasis.
Also called Schistosoma 2. same asbilharzia-
sis (NOTE: Although strictly speaking, bilharzia
is the name of the fluke, it is also generally used
for the name of the disease: bilharzia patients;
six cases of bilharzia.)
bilharziasis /,bilha:'tsarasis/ noun a tropi-
cal disease caused by flukesin the intestine or
bladder. Also called bilharzia, schistosomia-
sis
COMMENT: The larvae of the fluke enter the
skin through the feet and lodge in the walls of
the intestine or bladder. They are passed out
of the body in stools or urine and return to wa-

ter, where they lodge and develop in the water
snail, the secondary host, before going back

into humans. Patientwild‘[hﬁ(hﬁﬁﬁ PTpnlr
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bili- /b1li/ prefix referring to bile (NoTE: For oth-
er terms referring to bile, see words beginning
with chol-, chole-.)

biliary /'biliar1/ adjective referring to bile
biliary colic /,biliar1 'kolik/ noun painin the
abdomen caused by gallstonesin the bile duct
or by inflammation of the gall bladder

biliary fistula /biliart 'fistjula/ noun an
opening which discharges bile on to the sur-
face of the skin from the gall bladder, bile duct
or liver

bilious /'bilios/ adjective 1. referringto bile 2.
referring to nausea (informal)

biliousness /'biliasnas/ noun afeeling of in-
digestion and nausea (informal)

bilirubin /,bili'ru:bin/ noun ared pigment in
bile

bilirubinaemia / biliru:bi'nizmia/ noun an
excess of bilirubin in the blood

biliuria /,bili'juaria/ noun the presence of
bilein the urine. Also called choluria
biliverdin /,bili'va:din/ noun a green pig-
ment in bile, produced by oxidation of bi-
lirubin

Billings method /'bilinz ,meBad/ noun a
method of birth control which uses the colour
and consistency of the cervical mucus as
guides to whether ovulation is taking place
Billroth’s operations /'bilrofs ppa re1f(o)nz/
plural noun surgical operations in which the
lower part of the stomach is removed and the
part which is left is linked to the duodenum
(Billroth 1) or jejunum (Billroth 1) [Described
1881. After Christian Albert Theodore Billroth
(1829-94), Prussian surgeon.]

bilobate /bar'loubert/ adjective with two
lobes

bimanual /bar'manjual/ adjective done with
two hands, or needing both hands to be done
binary /'bamnari/ adjective made of two parts
binary fission /,bamari 'fif(e)n/ noun the
process of splitting into two parts in some
types of cell division

binaural /bam's:ral/ adjective using, or relat-
ing to, both ears

binder /'bainds/ noun a bandage which is
wrapped round alimb to support it

Binet’s test /'bineiz test/ noun an intelli-
gence test for children [Originally described
1905 but later modified at Stanford University,
California, USA. After Alfred Binet (1857-1911),
French psychologist and physiologist.]
binocular /br'nokjulo/ adjective referring to
the two eyes

binocular vision /br,nokjulo 'viz(d)n/
noun ability to see with both eyes at the same
time, which gives a stereoscopic effect and al-
lows a person to judge distances. Compare
monocular

binovular /br'novjula/ adjective referring to
twins who develop from two different ova

bio- /barou/ prefix referring to living organ-
isms

bioactive /,barou'akt1v/ adjective producing
an effect inliving tissue or in aliving organism
bioassay /baroua'sel/ noun a test of the
strength of adrug, hormone, vitamin or serum,
by examining the effect it has on living ani-
mals or tissue

bioavailability /barovoveila'biliti/ noun
the extent to which a nutrient or medicine can
be taken up by the body

biochemical /barou'kemik(o)l/ adjective
referring to biochemistry

biochemistry /barou'kemistri/ noun the
chemistry of living tissues

biocide /'barousard/ noun a substance which
killsliving organisms

biocompatibility /,baroukompaeta'bilrti/
noun the compatibility of a donated organ or
artificial limb with the living tissue into which
it has been introduced or with which it is
brought into contact

biodegradable /baroudi'grerdob(d)l/ ad-
jective easily decomposed by organisms such
as bacteria or by the effect of sunlight, the sea,
€etc.

bioengineering /,barouend31'nroriy/ noun
same as biomedical engineering

bioethics /'barou,efiks/ noun the study of
the moral and ethical choices in medical re-
search and treatment of patients, especially
when advanced technology is available
biofeedback /,barouv'fizdback/ noun the con-
trol of the autonomic nervous system by some-
one's conscious thought, as he or she sees the
results of tests or scans

biogenesis /,barou'dzenasis/ noun atheory
that living organisms can only develop from
other living organisms

biohazard /'barou,hezod/ noun a danger to
human beings or their environment, especially
one from a poisonous or infectious agent
bioinstrumentation /,barovinstromen
'terf(o)n/ noun instruments used to record and
display information about the body’s func-
tions, or the use of such instruments
biological /,bara'lod3ik(a)l/ adjective refer-
ring to biology

biological clock /barolnd3zik(s)l 'klpk/
noun the rhythm of dally activities and bodily
processes such as eating, defecating or sleep-
ing, frequently controlled by hormones, which
repeats every twenty-four hours. Also called
circadian rhythm

biological parent  /baio, Ind3ik(o)l
'pearamt/ noun a parent who was physically
involved in producing a child

biologist /bar'nlad3ist/ noun a scientist who
specialisesin biology

biol bai'plod3zi hi dy (of |id .
rganne 3 MW GRS i
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biomaterial / batouma'tiariol/ noun a syn-
thetic material which can be used as an im-
plant in living tissue

biomedical engineering /
,baroumedik(a)l,end31'niaoriy/ noun the ap-
plication of engineering science such as robot-
ics and hydraulics to medicine

biomedicine /'barou,med(s)s(s)n/ noun 1.
the use of the principles of biology, biochem-
istry, physiology and other basic sciences to
solve problems in clinica medicine 2. the
study of the body’s ability to withstand unusu-
al or extreme environments

biometry /bar'omotri/ noun the science
which applies statistics to the study of living
things o biometry of the eye measurement of
the eye by ultrasound o biometry of a fetus
the measurement of the key parameters of
growth of afetus by ultrasound
biomonitoring /'barsu,monit(a)riy/ noun
the measurement and tracking of a chemical
substance in a living organism or biological
material such as blood or urine, usualy to
check environmental pollution or chemical ex-
posure

bionic ear /bar'opnik 19/ noun a cochlear im-
plant (informal)

bionics /bar'pniks/ noun the process of ap-
plying knowledge of biological systemsto me-
chanical and electronic devices
biopharmaceutical /,baroufarmo
'surtik(a)l/ noun a drug produced by biotech-
nologica methods

biophysical profile  /baroufizik(o)l
'praufail/ noun a profile of a fetus, based on
such things as its breathing movement and
body movement

biopsy /'bamopsi/ noun the process of taking
a small piece of living tissue for examination
and diagnosis O The biopsy of the tissue from
the growth showed that it was benign.
biorhythm /'barourid(e)m/ noun a regular
process of change which takes place within
living organisms, e.g. sleeping, waking or the
reproductive cycle (NoTE: Some people believe
that biorhythms affect behaviour and mood.)
biosensor /'barou,sensa/ noun a device that
uses a biological agent such as an enzyme or
organelle to detect, measure or analyse chemi-
cals (NoTE: Biosensors are increasingly used in
tests to diagnose medical conditions such as
blood pressure.)

biostatistics /,barousta'tistiks/ plural noun
statistics used in medicine and the study of dis-
ease

biosurgery /'barou,s3:d3ari/ nountheuse of
living organisms in surgery and post-surgical
treatment, especially the use of maggots or
leeches to clean wounds

biotechnology /,baroutek'nolod3zi/ noun 1.
the use of biological processes in industrial

production, e.g. in the production of drugs 2.
same as genetic modification

biotherapy /'barou,0erapi/ noun the treat-
ment of disease with substances produced
through the activity of living organisms such
as sera, vaccines or antibiotics

biotin /'baratin/ noun a type of vitamin B
found in egg yolks, liver and yeast

biparietal /,baipa'rarot(a)l/ adjective refer-
ring to the two parietal bones

biparous /'biperas/ adjective producing
twins

bipennate /bar'peneit/ adjective referring to
a muscle with fibres which rise from either
side of the tendon

bipolar /bar'paula/ adjective with two poles.
Seeillustration at NEURONE in Supplement
bipolar disorder /,bar,pauvls dis'o:da/ noun
a psychological condition in which someone
moves between mania and depression and ex-
periencesdelusion. Also called manic-depres-
sive illness, manic depression

bipolar neurone /bai,poulo 'njueroun/
noun a nerve cell with two processes, a den-
drite and an axon, found in the retina. See il-
lustration at NEURONE in Supplement. Compare
multipolar neurone, unipolar neurone

birth /b3:6/ noun the act of being born o to
give birth to have ababy O She gave birth to
twins.

birth canal /'b3:0 ko,nal/ noun the uterus,
vaginaand vulva

birth control /'b3:0 kon,traul/ noun same as
contraception

birth control pill /'b3:0 kon,traul p1l/ noun
same asoral contraceptive

birth defect /'b3:0 ,di:fekt/ noun same as
congenital anomaly (NOTE: The word ‘defect’ is
now avoided.)

birthing /'b3:01y/ noun the process of giving
birth using natural childbirth methods m adjec-
tive designed to help in childbirth

birthing chair /'b3:01py tfea/ noun a special
chair in which awoman sits to give birth
birthing pool /'b3:61y pu:l/ noun a special
large bath in which pregnant women can relax
before and when giving birth

birthing room /'b3:01y ruim/ noun an area
set up for childbirth in a hospital or other
building to provide comfortable and homely
surroundings

birth injury /'b3:0 ,ind3ori/ noun an injury
which a baby experiences during a difficult
birth, e.g. brain damage

birthmark /'b3:0ma:k/ noun an unusual col-
oured or raised area on the skin which some-
one has from hirth. Also called naevus

birth mother /'b3:0 ,mada/ noun the woman
who gave birth to a child
birth parent /'b3:0 ,pearantfnoun ol ﬁ‘the.
parents that physi cal IS/ hﬂrﬁ ro.r
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birth plan /b3:0 plen/ noun alist of a preg-
nant woman's wishes about how the birth of
her baby should take place, e.g. whether she
wants a natural birth and what pain relief she
should be given

birth rate /'b3:0 rert/ noun the number of
births per year, shown per thousand of the pop-
ulation O a birth rate of 15 per thousand O
There has been a severe decline in the birth
rate.

birth trauma /'b3:0 ,trorma/ noun an injury
caused to a baby during delivery

birth weight /'b3:0 wert/ noun the weight of
ababy at birth

bisacodyl /baisa'koudil/ noun a laxative
drug

bisexual /bar'sek[ual/ noun someone who
has both male and female sexual partners m
adjective referring to a person who is sexually
attracted to both males and females. Compare
heterosexual, homosexual

bisexuality /,baisekfu'zliti/ noun the state
of being sexually attracted to both males and
females

bis in die /,b1s 1n 'dize1r/ adverb full form of
b.i.d.

bismuth /'bizma6/ noun a chemical element
(NoTE: The chemical symbol is Bi.)

bismuth salts /'bizma soa:lts/ plural noun
salts used to treat acid stomach and formerly
used in the treatment of syphilis

bistoury /'bistori/ noun a sharp thin surgical
knife

bite /bart/ verb 1. to cut into something with
theteeth O He bit a piece out of the apple. o to
bite on something to hold onto something
with the teeth © The dentist told himto bite on
the bite wing. 2. (of an insect) to puncture
someone’s skin W noun 1. the action of biting
or of being bitten 2. a place or mark where
someone has been bitten © a dog bite © anin-
sect hite

bite wing /'bart wiy/ noun aholder for dental
X-ray film, which a person clenches between
the teeth, so allowing an X-ray of both upper
and lower teeth to be taken

Bitot’s spots /bittouz 'spots/ plural noun
small white spots on the conjunctiva, caused
by vitamin A deficiency [Described 1863. After
Pierre A. Bitot (1822-88), French physician.]
bivalve /'barveelv/ noun an organ which has
two valves B adjective referring to abivalveor-
gan

black eye /blek 'ai/ noun bruising and
swelling of the tissues round an eye, usualy
caused by ablow

blackhead /'bleekhed/ noun same as come-
do (informal)

black heel /'bleek hi:l/ noun a haemorrhage
inside the heel, characterised by black spots

black out /blak 'aut/ verb to have sudden
loss of consciousness O | suddenly blacked out
and | can’'t remember anything more
blackout /'bleekaut/ noun a sudden loss of
consciousness (informal) O She must have had
a blackout while driving. Also called fainting
fit
black spots /,blek 'spots/ plural noun o
black spotsin front of the eyes moving black
dots seen when looking at something, more
noticeable when aperson istired or run-down,
and more common in shortsighted people
blackwater fever /'blekwo:to firvo/ noun
aform of malariawhere haemoglobin fromred
blood cellsis released into plasma and makes
the urine dark
bladder /'blaeda/ noun any sac in the body,
especially the sac where the urine collects be-
fore being passed out of the body O Heiis suf-
fering from bladder trouble. O She is taking
antibiotics for a bladder infection.
Blalock’s operation /'bleiloks bppo,rel
1f(9)n/, Blalock-Taussig operation /,blerlok
'to1sig ppo,re1f(a)n/ noun a surgical opera-
tion to connect the pulmonary artery to the
subclavian artery, in order to increase blood
flow to the lungs of someone who has tetralo-
gy of Falot
bland /blend/ adjective referring to food
which isnot spicy, irritating or acid
bland diet /blend 'darot/ noun a diet in
which someone eats mainly milk-based foods,
boiled vegetables and white meat, as a treat-
ment for peptic ulcers
blanket bath /'bleegkit ba:6/ noun same as
bed bath
blast /bla:st/ noun 1. a wave of air pressure
from an explosion which can cause concussion
2. animmature form of acell before distinctive
characteristics develop
-blast /blaest/ suffix referring to a very early
stage in the devel opment of a cell
blast injury /'bla:st ,1nd3ori/ noun a severe
injury to the chest following a blast
blasto- /blestou/ prefix referring to a germ
cell
blastocoele /'blaestousiil/ noun a cavity
filled with fluid in a morula (NoTE: The US
spelling is blastocele.)
blastocyst /'blastousist/ noun an early
stage in the development of an embryo
Blastomyces /blestou'maisiiz/ noun a
type of parasitic fungus which affects the skin
blastomycosis / blestoumar'kousis/ noun
an infection caused by Blastomyces
blastula /'blaest jula/ noun the first stage of
the development of an embryo in animals
bleb /bleb/ noun ablister. ComEare ull
ng

bled /bled/ » bleed ~ WWW. iSFIPFD.iF
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blood bank

bleed /bli:d/ verb to lose blood O His knee
was bleeding. © Hewas bleeding froma cut on
the head. (NoTE: bleeding — bled)
bleeder /'blizda/ noun 1. ablood vessel which
bleeds during surgery 2. aperson who has hae-
mophilia (informal)
bleeding /'blirdiy/ noun an unusua loss of
blood from the body through the skin, through
an orifice or internally
COMMENT: Blood lost through bleeding from
an artery is bright red and can rush out be-
cause it is under pressure. Blood from a vein
is darker red and flows more slowly.
bleeding point /'blizdiy pomnt/, bleeding
site /'blizdig sart/ noun a place in the body
where bleeding is taking place
bleeding time /'blizdig tarm/ noun a test of
the clotting ability of someone’sblood, by tim-
ing the length of time it takes for the blood to
congeal
blenno- /blenau/ prefix referring to mucus
blennorrhagia /,blenau'rerdza/ noun 1. the
discharge of mucus 2. gonorrhoea
blennorrhoea /,blena'ria/ noun 1. the dis-
charge of watery mucus 2. gonorrhoea
bleomycin / blitzou'marsm/ noun an antibi-
otic used to treat forms of cancer such as
Hodgkin's disease
blephar- /blefor/ prefix same as blepharo-
(used before vowels)
blepharitis /blefo'rartts/ noun inflamma-
tion of the eyelid
blepharo- /bleforou/ prefix referring to the
eyelid
blepharoconjunctivitis /,blefaroaukon
dzapktr'vartis/ noun inflammation of the
conjunctiva of the eyelids
blepharon /'bleforon/ noun an eyelid
blepharospasm /'bleforouspeaez(o)m/ noun
a sudden contraction of the eyelid, as when a
tiny piece of dust getsin the eye
blepharotosis /bleforou'tousis/ noun a
condition in which the upper eyelid is half
closed because of paralysis of the muscle or
nerve
blind /blaind/ adjective not ableto see m plural
noun O the blind people who are blind. ¢ vis-
ually impaired B verb to make someone blind
O Hewas blinded in the accident.
blind gut /,blaind 'gat/ noun same as cae-
cum
blind loop syndrome /blaind 'luip ,sin
draum/ noun a condition which occursin cas-
es of diverticulosis or of Crohn’s disease, with
steatorrhoea, abdominal pain and megaloblas-
tic anaemia
blindness /'blaindnas/ noun the fact of not
being able to see
blind spot /'blaind spot/ noun the point in
the retina where the optic nervejoinsit, which
does not register light

blind study /,blaind 'stadi/ noun an investi-

gation to test an intervention such as giving a

drug, in which aperson does not know if he or

ghe has taken the active medicine or the place-
0

blink /bligk/ verb to close and open the eye-
lidsrapidly several timesor once © He blinked
in the bright light.

blister /'blista/ noun a swelling on the skin
containing serum from the blood, caused by
rubbing, burning or a disease such as chicken-
pox W verb to produce blisters

bloated /'blout1d/ adjective experiencing the
uncomfortable sensation of a very full stom-
ach

block /blok/ noun 1. the stopping of a func-
tion 2. something which obstructs 3. a large
piece of something O A block of wood fell on
hisfoot. 4. aperiod o